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3. Rohith Krishna is India’s 89th GM
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India’s first private constellation of EO
satellites under PPP model to be set up

PCS
‘GS Ill: S&T

BENGALURU

The Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisa-
tion Centre (IN-SPACe) on
Tuesday announced the
selection of the Pixxel-
Space India-led consorti-
um to design, build, and
operate India’s first fully in-
digenous commercial
earth observation (EO) sa-
tellite constellation under
the public-private partner-
ship (PPP) model.

The Bengaluru-based
PixxelSpace India consorti-
um comprises Piersight
Space, Satsure Analytics
India, and Dhruva Space.
IN-SPACe said the Pixxel-
Space India consortium
was selected in a competi-
tive bidding process which

A S

New endeavour: The initiative is said to reduce India’s reliance on

foreign sources and ensure data sovereignty. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

involved two more consor-
tia.

It is for the first time in
the history of the Indian
space sector that a private
consortium would invest
more than 1,200 crore ov-
er the next five years to
launch a constellation of 12

state-of-the-art EO satel-
lites.

The constellation will
deliver Analysis Ready Da-
ta (ARD) and Value-Added
Services (VAS) for applica-
tions in climate change
monitoring, disaster man-

rine surveillance, national
security, and urban plan-
ning, while also catering to
the global demand for
high-quality  geospatial
intelligence.

IN-SPACe said that by
generating  high-resolu-
tion, indigenous satellite
data, the initiative will sig-
nificantly reduce India’s re-
liance on foreign sources
and ensure data
sovereignty.

“This initiative signals
the coming of age of India’s
private space industry in
the space sector. It demon-
strates the capability of In-
dian companies to lead
large-scale, technologically
advanced, and commer-
cially viable space mis-
sions,” Pawan Goenka,
chairman, IN-SPACe, said.

India’s first
private
constellation of
EO satellites
under PPP
model to be set
up

HIRd dT Ygdl

fasft EO Ve wTST

TYg PPP Hlsd

agement, agriculture, ma-

The Indian National

Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) on Tuesday announced
the selection of the PixxelSpace India-led consortium to design, build, and
operate India’s first fully indigenous commercial earth observation (EO)
satellite constellation under the public-private partnership (PPP) model).

HRTG AP Siafvel Haeh ok UIfire<ur 5 (IN-SPACe) A HITT@R &Y
PixelSpace India-fFI3fRa HAIfEaH & 0= 1 TIYUN ST, ST YR BT Ugar Tt
e wW@ei AT gt saeie (E0) Hearse wg fEsirg, fmior sk
TATA B, g8 Al -1op-foit ATsigRt (PPP Hisd) & dgd il

The Bengaluru-based PixxelSpace India consortium comprises Piersight Space,
Satsure Analytics India, and Dhruva Space.

aﬂﬂ? Rua PixelSpace India Haifday o Piersight Space, Satsure Analytics
India, Gﬁ? Dhruva Space RUIE] %I

IN-SPACe said the PixxelSpace India consortium was selected in a competitive
bidding process which involved two more consortia.

IN-SPACe - %8l {& PixelSpace India #aIfdaw ! ufaeaslf ateft wfshar o g7 T,
o g1 3 daiféan +ft =il A

It is for the first time in the history of the Indian space sector that a private
consortium would invest more than ¥1,200 crore over the next five years to launch
a constellation of 12 state-of-the-art EO satellites.
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e The constellation will deliver Analysis Ready Data (ARD) and Value-Added
Services (VAS) for applications in climate change monitoring, disaster
management, agriculture, marine surveillance, national security, and urban
planning, while also catering to the global demand for high-quality geospatial
intelligence.

I AedT3e TYE Analysis Ready Data (ARD) 3R Value-Added Services (VAS)
UG &, o] IR FTear] UiRad=T fFRTAY, 3imuer yeed, $i, It
e, It gRan, o e e & fovar sima, S & g S Tora arelt
RIS ST 3 A T B o 1 T

e IN-SPACe said that by generating high-resolution, indigenous satellite data, the
initiative will significantly reduce India’s reliance on foreign sources and ensure
data sovereignty.

IN-SPACe = &8l f I=-ReiTege, WaaRlt Aedrge 3eT 307 Hb, I8 Ugd HIRd
ot A=l Wal W FRar 3 F10! g 0% HF HUN R SeT FuYar gHAEa Haf|

e “This initiative signals the coming of age of India’s private space industry in the
space sector. It demonstrates the capability of Indian companies to lead large-
scale, technologically advanced, and commercially viable space missions,”
Pawan Goenka, chairman, IN-SPACe, said.

g MA-TPT, 3eHE, IN- SPACefraTs’r g Ugd dRer &8 H§ WRd & it siafver
ST & IRk &1 BT Wb 2t &1 T e & b URetg Ui 98 TR w,
THH T | I 3R TS T & IEH sraRer freml &1 39@ ) 8§

T g 1"

sha
nww.patrioticias.in

Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe)

e The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) is a single-window
autonomous agency under the Department of Space, Government of India.

e It was announced in June 2020 by the Minister of State for Space, Jitendra Singh, with approval from
the Union Cabinet.

e To operationalize it, the Department of Space continued running its functions until it became fully
functional later that year.

e [ts core mandate is to serve as an independent interface between ISRO and private sector entities,
enabling the latter to participate effectively in the space ecosystem.

Primary Functions of IN-SPACe

e Acts as a facilitator, assessing how best to utilize India’s space resources and expand space-based
activities.

e Evaluates the needs of private companies—including educational institutions and startups—and
coordinates with ISRO to align capabilities and objectives.

e Decisions taken by IN-SPACe are binding on both ISRO and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

e This framework shifts ISRO’s role toward focused research and development, while IN-SPACe drives
commercial outreach and regulation.
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Ground Station as a Service (GSaaS)

e IN-SPACe is developing a model called Ground Station as a Service (GSaaS), allowing private
companies to use ISRO-owned ground infrastructure on a subscription or pay-per-use basis.

o This ensures more efficient and cost-effective access to ground facilities.

e Dhruva Space was authorized in July 2024 to provide GSaaS using six ground stations in the
VHF/UHF bands and two in S or X bands.

o Azista BST Aecrospace also received IN-SPACe approval to set up a UHF-band ground station to
support domestic and international clients in remote-sensing operations.

Technology Adoption Fund (TAF)

In February 2025, IN-SPACe launched a *500 crore Technology Adoption Fund to assist startups and
MSMEs in developing commercially viable space technologies.
The fund aims to reduce reliance on imports and promote indigenous innovation.
Support model:

o Up to 60% funding for startups and MSME:s.

o Up to 40% for larger industries.

o Maximum cap of %25 crore per project.
Objective: Bridge the gap between early-stage technology (TRL-3/4) and near-market readiness (TRL-
8/9), while encouraging intellectual property creation and ownership by NGEs.

Satellite Bus as a Service (SBaaS)

e Launched in April 2025, SBaaS enables Indian private entities to design and develop modular small
satellite bus platforms for hosted payload applications.

e Two-phase approach:
Phase I — Shortlist up to four NGEs to develop multi-mission modular bus systems.
Phase II — Support up to two hosted-payload missions to validate these platforms in orbit.

e Aim: Democratize access to satellite bus technology, reduce dependence on foreign platforms, and
make India a competitive global provider of small satellite solutions.

Organizational Leadership and Structure

e IN-SPACe is an autonomous body under the Department of Space with its own governing Board,
comprising government representatives and industry experts.
e Chairman: Dr. Pawan Kumar Goenka.
e Directorates:
o Promotion Directorate — Promotes space sector engagement.
o Technical Directorate — Assesses and guides technical feasibility of NGE initiatives.
o Program Management & Authorization Directorate — Oversees program execution and
regulatory approvals.
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Centre gives approval for new
terinary college in Gujarat
veterinary .c_o_l.l.ege inGujarat ¥ ;
oS Hg A ToRTd § ¢ uy] fafeer
establishment t_)f Kmpdhenu Veterinary College a;'\fa'\_,r a; m ]q"q;ﬂ' Eﬂ'

at Himatnagar in Gujarat under Kamdhenu
University. The institution will offer 80 seats in

Bachelor of Veterinary Science (BV.Sc.) and The Union government has approved the

Aldm‘j“_lal_ Husgmiwzpofgs@;amm%ﬂ- with o establishment of Kamdhenu Veterinary
admissions for the -26 academic year se . . .

begin next month through NEET scores. The College at Hlm.atnagar in Gujarat under

spacious Himatnagar facility spread over 23 acres Kamdhenu University.

will be Gujarat’s fifth veterinary college joining Hg WPR A a;paa ﬁ'm & iafa ToRTd
the ranks of institutions in Anand, Navsari, a; ﬁ . v

Junagadh, and Dantiwada. The proposal, %IEF"TR- a’—[‘aﬁ W ﬁm‘“ m aﬂ

submitted by the State government, received @n-q:"' m qq:a'

approval from the Veterinary Council of India a; a- Zﬁ % |

(VCI) after a detailed inspection earlier this year. The institution will offer 80 seats in Bachelor of

Veterlnary Science (B.V.Sc.) and Animal

Husbandry programmes, with admissions for the 2025-26 academic year set to
begin next month through NEET scores.
g Y 99 3T a3 T1EH (B.V.Sc.) 3R uRura Srfswdl 7 80 e yeH
BT, 3R 2025-26 RAeifOTF a9 & T YA 3T HelH NEET 3l & HeH 9§ &

il

e The spacious Himatnagar facility spread over 23 acres will be Gujarat’s fifth
veterinary college, joining the ranks of institutions in Anand, Navsari, Junagadh,
and Dantiwada.
faxga fewa R gfawr, S 23 Tews O Tclt g3 ©, ToRTa &1 Ui=ai uy] e
PIaS g1, S 3T e, TIHRY, SANTE 3R Sidtarst & TR # A grT|

e The proposal, submitted by the State government, received approval from the
Veterinary Council of India (VCI) after a detailed inspection earlier this year.

g IXPR GRT YA URaTd &l 39 I8 &1 faRqgd oi" & 916 HRdTg U] fafee
gf¥wg (VCl) I el U g5
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Rohith Krishna is
India’s 89th GM

BCS .

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Rohith Krishna S. has al-
ways been good in aca-
demics. He, however, felt
the pursuit of excellence in
education slowed down his
quest to become a chess
Grandmaster. Yet, he kept
his focus and, on Tuesday,
became the 89th Indian
GM. He did that with a win
over IM Artur Davtyan of
Romania in the final round
of the Almaty Masters Qo-
naev Cup in Kazakhstan to
secure six points out of
nine.

The 19-year-old, a third-
year engineering student
in Chennai, knows that his
journey has just begun.

Speaking to The Hindu
from Dubai, Rohith, who
will be taking part in the
Abu Dhabi International
tournament beginning on
August 15, said: “Finally
achieved the dream of be-
coming a Grandmaster —
one I have pursued since
2013 - has brought me im-
mense relief and joy.

“I will always remember
my friends, family, and
mentors who stood by me

|
Rohith Krishna.

lancing academics and
chess was never easy. Ho-
wever, the support of The
Sunshine School and SSN
College kept me motivated
to excel in both,” he said,
thanking the Sports Deve-
lopment Authority of Ta-
mil Nadu for its financial
assistance.

K. Visweswaran, head
coach of Kameswaran
Chess Academy, Chennai,
who has been training Ro-
hith since 2019, said his
ward wanted to achieve ex-
cellence in both academics
and chess, and it was a
conscious decision.

Rohith Krishna is India’s 89th

GM
;ﬁﬁwm%sgﬁﬁtﬂw

« Rohith Krishna S. has always been good
in academics. He, however, felt the pursuit
of excellence in education slowed down his
quest to become a chess Grandmaster. Yet,
he kept his focus and, on Tuesday, became
the 89th Indian GM.

Afed PN TH. AN A USE A D W & |

gTdif®, I o o e # Sepyar &t @i
A 3P AT FSHRCER 994 D1 B B Har
3 fear iR WY, S| Sru=T war 9=1me <=
3R HITTAR DI 3 HRd & 899 FSHRC I |

e He did that with a win over IM Artur Davtyan of
Romania in the final round of the Almaty Masters
Qonaev Cup in Kazakhstan to secure six points
out of nine.
IEH 8 SUATSI PelRaed § gU e} AR
PG Y & 3ifaH T3S & AHIAAT & ISeH
qéanﬁv SAQ B G Al A A B 3P IR XD
I

e The 19-year-old, a third-year engineering
student in Chennai, knows that his journey has just

in difficult times, encou- “He invested two years begun-

raging me to never give up.  for school (Std. XIand XI) 49 aﬁq‘ aag pui ?Fﬁ'q a'@f P sﬁﬁﬁ'qﬁj-[ CIFRSICH %
This is not the end — itis and one year in college ’ ’

just the beginning of alon-  (SSN) to get accustomed to ﬁ; W qrET 3 ﬂ-ﬁ gy % I 5‘5: %l

ger journey ahead.”
Rohith acknowledged
the support of his school
and college (Sunshine, Ve-
lachery, and SSN) — that
made the path to becom-
ing a GM relatively smooth.
“At times, I felt the pres-
sure of not achieving the
Grandmaster title as quick-
ly as I expected since ba-

the environment. Rohith
looks at life holistically,” he
said.

“Rohith is a diligent and
patient player. He is tacti-
cally sharp and quick to
capitalise on the oppo-
nent’s mistakes. Now with
the GM pressure off his
back, he can go for tourna-
ment wins,” he added.

e Speaking to The Hindu from Dubai, Rohith,
who will be taking part in the Abu Dhabi
International tournament beginning on August
15, said: “Finally achieved the dream of becoming
a Grandmaster — one | have pursued since 2013
— has brought me immense relief and joy.

393 4 ¢ fég &I 9ard guAfed, S 15 3FRA U L&
81 8 3Iq UTell $eATM gAtfe § fg=qr o, 3
HaT: "IMRIBR 2013 I SR UM BT JuAT 39 T

T, 98 ASHRER §- &1 AU I g3 — SN T3l 9gd Aed 3R [ et 51"

o “I will always remember my friends, family, and mentors who stood by me in difficult
times, encouraging me to never give up. This is not the end — it is just the beginning
of a longer journey ahead.”

T SURM 304 3, IRER 3R Hed P a1e IG orgi- Biod THg # R 91y faar
3R g2 ¥ BR 7 7R & e tienied fhan| g sid e ® — g8 3 Y ofalt am )
T YB3

e Rohith acknowledged the support of his school and college (Sunshine, Velachery,

and SSN) — that made the path to becoming a GM relatively smooth.
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o “Attimes, | felt the pressure of not achieving the Grandmaster title as quickly as |
expected since balancing academics and chess was never easy. However, the
support of The Sunshine School and SSN College kept me motivated to excel in
both,” he said, thanking the Sports Development Authority of Tamil Nadu for its
financial assistance.

"Fft-Ft g3 e ASARER 7 T UH HT a1d Aoy gidl Ul Fifh Uers ik I o
G ST 3 T8 47| Afh TS ¥ el 3R THUHEH Hide & JganT g3
G § STl TRIe o+ & fore Uikd fasan," 351 @l SiR aftrerg @« fae
WIRBROT D1 IHH! fa<ita Geradl & e y=are fear|

o K. Visweswaran, head coach of Kameswaran Chess Academy, Chennai, who has
been training Rohith since 2019, said his ward wanted to achieve excellence in both
academics and chess, and it was a conscious decision.

. fAdyReT, YR A9 ABTGHY, IS & T DI, S 2019 I fed HI URNewr ¢
T8 €, 1 Pal & 31 e ugrs SR a9 qiFl H Syl 8TRId AT dled T, 3R 78
T AIa-GHgIHR forn T Aok o)

e “He invested two years for school (Std. XI and Xll) and one year in college (SSN) to
get accustomed to the environment. Rohith looks at life holistically,” he said.

"IEI TR W e & oY Ipd (T 11 3R 12) T <) I1df 3R ool (THEHEH) A
T 1A &1 gAY f&an| Afed shad &1 T eI 3wd §," 3311 Fal

o “Rohith is a diligent and patient player. He is tactically sharp and quick to capitalise
on the opponent’s mistakes. Now with the GM pressure off his back, he can go for
tournament wins,” he added.

fgd ATl 3R T RIars! €1 98 WIS 70 J a9 & 3R Ufdge! & Tafaa o
Sed! BIAEl 38Td & | 31d Sfd SiTUH &1 Ga1d 3% $HUR ¥ 8¢ 71 8, <l 98 gAHe siid-
& U ST 9od 8" IiA Shiell

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I: History, Society and Geography)

1. Chhattisgarh govt. cuts thousands of forest rights
titles
BTG WPR 1 §oIRI 7 PR M F1e

2. Expansion of SC/ST Scholarships
TERIEEd BrEgi &1 favdR

3. Military Biographies: A Matter of Heroes and
Overlapping History

I Sfia: Al ofiv Sfarafi sfaer &1 arven

4. Jihadist fighters leave Burkina Faso cotton farmers
hanging by a thread
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Chhattisgarh govt.
cuts thousands of
forest rights titles

Lost rights

Several individual forest rights titles distributed in at least three
districts in Chhattisgarh have ‘disappeared’

2,788 individual
forest rights (IFR) titles
have gone missing

in Bastar

district

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Thousands of forest rights
titles distributed across at
least three districts in
Chhattisgarh seem to have
disappeared from the re-
cords of the State govern-
ment’s Tribal Welfare De-
partment at various points
over the last 17 months, ac-
cording to documents ac-
cessed by The Hindu
through the Right to Infor-
mation Act.

State government offi-
cials claimed that the ear-
lier, higher figures were
faulty, due to “miscommu-
nication and error in re-
porting”, which has now
been corrected.

The data, which was
provided in response to an
RTI query by The Hindu,
showed that as of May, a to-
tal of 4.82 lakh IFR titles
and 4,396 CFRR titles had
been distributed across 30
districts of the State.

In Bastar district, for in-
stance, the total number of
individual forest rights
(IFR) titles as of January
2024 was 37,958, which fell
to 35,180 by May 2025, ac-
cording to the data. In Raj-
nandgaon district, similar-
ly, the total number of
community forest resource
rights (CFRR) titles halved
within a month last year,
from 40 to 20. In Bijapur
district, there were 299
CFRR titles distributed till
March 2024; by the follow-
ing month, this was re-
duced to 297.

These reductions can be
seen in the State’s district-
wise monthly progress re-
ports on the FRA, sought
under RTL The Centre’s
publicly available FRA pro-

50% of community

forest resource titles in

Rajnandgaon reduced
within a meonth

last year

gress reports only record
data at the State level.
Some FRA researchers and
experts have termed such
a decrease as an “anoma-
ly”, as there is no process
under the Forest Rights
Act, 2006 to withdraw tit-
les which have been
granted.

The Act recognises and
vests rights to use forests to
Scheduled Tribe and other
forest-dwelling communi-
ties. It allows individuals
and communities to get va-
rious types of titles over
forest areas which they live
on, use for their liveli-
hoods, or collect produce
from.

Reporting error
Responding to questions
on the decrease in forest
rights titles in some dis-
tricts, a senior State go-
vernment official claimed
this was because of “mis-
communication” between
officials working at the
gram sabha, sub-division-
al, and district levels that
had resulted in the need
for “correction” of the re-
cords. “It may be seen as a
reporting error,” the offi-
cial said.

State officials said that
the FRA is not implement-
ed in Raipur, Durg, and Be-
metara districts. Central
government data on the
FRA shows that, as of May
2025, Chhattisgarh ac-
counts for over 43% of the
forest area over which FRA
titles have been granted.

In the three districts de-
clared free of Naxalism by
the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs over the last
year, FRA implementation
has been slow, this data
shows.

Chhattisgarh govt. cuts thousands of forest
rights titles

;;ﬂwwwﬁﬁﬁaqe«rf‘waﬂw

* Thousands of forest rights titles distributed across at
least three districts in Chhattisgarh seem to have
disappeared from the records of the State government’s
Tribal Welfare Department at various points over the last
17 months, according to documents accessed by The
Hindu through the Right to Information Act.

UG & $H & HH di foral § faalva goiRl a9 sifteR
e fUsd 17 AT & 50 ROR & TG HedTor
fauTT & Ropis A e fewE ¢d €, g8 SITHPR The Hindu
= g1 & ISR SAfUray & areay |y gxardel &

SR firett

° State government officials claimed that the earlier, higher
figures were faulty, due to “miscommunication and error in
reporting”, which has now been corrected.

I IRBR o HABTRET A grar o o ugd & 3w sfids Tad 9,
o1 HRUT e H TeaweHt o Raifdn # g o, R o
QYR T R

° The data, which was provided in response to an RTI query by
The Hindu, showed that as of May, a total of 4.82 lakh IFR titles

and 4,396 CFRR titles had been distributed across 30 districts of
the State.

The Hindu §RT f&T ¢ RTI WY & SaTe # UeH fHT 7T a7 3 uar
Idl fs WE d, I & 30 Forel § $f 4.82 @G IFR i@ 8ik
4,396 CFRR Xfti& faaivd fou o g 3|

) In Bastar district, the total number of individual forest rights
(IFR) titles as of January 2024 was 37,958, which fell to 35,180 by

May 2025, according to the data.
TXR fora o, S1ast 2024 9% $a AfeTd a1 IFUPR (IFR)

Tfid® &1 T3 37,958 o, S A 2025 P 35,180 B TS |

° In Rajnandgaon district, similarly, the total number of

community forest resource rights (CFRR) titles halved within a month last year,

from 40 to 20.

reried fora o off, s e Ue AgH & YR |areie a1 e Sfier

(CFRR) & &} Tra 3neft 81 775, 40 ¥ 20 B TS |
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In Bijapur district, there were 299 CFRR titles distributed till March 2024; by the
following month, this was reduced to 297.

dergR forer &, uref 2024 9% 299 CFRR iY@ faalad frt U 9; ormal weH T8
YchH 297 Bl T

These reductions can be seen in the State’s district-wise monthly progress
reports on the FRA, sought under RTI. The Centre’s publicly available FRA
progress reports only record data at the State level.

A Kl Iod & Forar-ar arire warfa frad & St o gach §, S RTI & dga Aiht
T3 Y| &g WBR B Ydel-d Y A Uy FRA WTfd RIS dhad Ieg TR &7 scl
&Sl Bl g

Some FRA researchers and experts have termed such a decrease as an
“anomaly”, as there is no process under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 to withdraw
titles which have been\)gﬁr_i_anted.

%S FRA RMudaisi 3R fawsil 3 59 @ & HH &1 "= Hgl 8, Fifds
Forest Rights Act, 2006 % dgd faU T f¥®! &1 ara o &1 Pl fshar 6l 7

The Act recognises and vests rights to use forests to Scheduled Tribe and other
forest-dwelling communities. It allows individuals and communities to get
various types of titles over forest areas which they live on, use for their
livelihoods, or collect produce from.

29 fAMTH & d8d SrIgfud Seaal 3R 30 g4Il & a1 SUaRT &
RPR T MU g1 78 feqal 3R Tl & 3d Far, SMeiifdeT a1 av Idre T8
¥ fore a7 & R fafts uaR & =i o v &t srufa ST g |

Reporting error

Responding to questions on the decrease in forest rights titles in some districts, a
senior State government official claimed this was because of
“‘miscommunication” between officials working at the gram sabha, sub-divisional,
and district levels that had resulted in the need for “correction” of the records.

Fo el # a1 if¥reR el & it & Taral &1 oare <d U, T aks ey IRPR
SBT3 Hg1 [ I8 UTH THT, IU-TS 3R F7a1 TR R HH B 33 gl &
a9 "I 6 Taaw el & HRUN g, o Revls o "gUR" &1 sa=adhdl ugl|

“It may be seen as a reporting error,” the official said.

PR I e, “%Wﬁﬁ%gﬁ%mﬁé@ww%l”

State officials said that the FRA is not implemented in Raipur, Durg, and Bemetara
districts. Central government data on the FRA shows that, as of May 2025,
Chhattisgarh accounts for over 43% of the forest area over which FRA titles
have been granted.

T SHBTNAT = Hgl fs FRA BI IR, g7t SR dawT foral & ar e fovar T g
FRA TR %% IRHR & Sl & , IS 2025 TF, DURNATG 3 a7 &3 H143% A
3fere T 8, S R FRA fae Ml

In the three districts declared free of Naxalism by the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs over the last year, FRA implementation has been slow, this data shows.

U 91 &% ¢ HATAY gRI Todaarg gad "iivd [T 7T o fordl d, FRA &1
fparaa= a1 38T 7, I8 Sal fe@mar g
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Forest Rights Act, 2006

Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Is) Act, 2006 recognizes and vests forest rights and occupation rights in Forest
ling Scheduled Tribes (FDST) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFD).
ures of Forest Rights Act, 2006

ntifies four types of rights:

le Rights - for a maximum of 4 hectares only for the land already being

ated.

ie Rights - to extract Minor Forest Produce (MFP), grazing areas, pastoralist

S.

lief and Development Rights - in case of forced displacement or illegal eviction.
rest Management Rights

10 can claim these rights?

rest Dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDST) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
D)

y member who has at least 3 generations (or 75 years) prior to 13th December
primarily resided in these lands for bonafide livelihood needs.

am Sabha's Authority: Gram Sabha has the authority to initiate the process for
'mining the nature and extent of individual or community forest rights.

ree-tier structure:

am Sabha

DM Committee

strict level Committee

re and informed consent of Gram Sabha is required in case of notifying National
5 (NP) and Wildlife Sanctuaries (WLS).

Issues with implementation

Gaps at the e Confusion over terms such as "primarily resides in,"
policy level "bonafide livelihood."

e |Lack of clarity, especially over the position of Primitive
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs).

e Conflict: Confusion due to Forest Conservation Rules
(FCR) 2022 which don't require the collector to obtain the
consent of Gram Sabha before preliminary approval.

e Divergence of land for infrastructure creation: Status of
Forest Report by Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Science, Environment & Forests — 2400 sqg. km diverted
under Forest Conservation Act, 1980
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Gaps in e Pendency: According to a report by the Ministry of Tribal
implementation | Affairs (MoTA), only 40% claims were recognized.

e Forest Department's Resistance: To recognize
Community Forest Rights (CFR),

Eg, In Sarguja district 27 CFR titles were claimed and
conferred, but not recognized by the Forest Department
(FD)

Grounds of e Wrong interpretation of OTFD definition and
claim rejection | dependence clause.

e Lack of evidence, GPS surveys, absence of proof.

e Claims on grounds where land is disputed, Eg,
Chhattisgarh: "orange areas" are disputed between
revenue and forest departments. (SCSTRTI Report, 2013)
e Need for forest rights sensitization (SC/ST/OBC).

Violation of e No eviction until the process of recognition and
clauses verification of rights is complete. Eg, In Thane, evictions
without due process.

e Serious flaws in the constitution of Forest Rights
Committees in many states

Adequate implementation of the act requires sensitization on the part of the
authorities concerned. Recently, a joint communication by MoEF and MoTA was
sent to all state governments for the expedited implementation of the act.

Pagel 1
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How can SC/ST scholarships be expandec

What is the current parental income limit for students who come from marginalised communities availing of pre-matric and post-matric scholarships? What did

the Parliamentary Committee on Welfare of OBCs recommend? What is the eligibility criteria of these scholarships?

EXPLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:

head of the upcoming financial
cycle spanning FY 2026-27 to
FY 2030-31, the Union

government is considering
revising the parental income limit for
eligibility in availing post and pre-matric
scholarships administered to students
from marginalised castes and tribes.

‘What will be the new limit?

These scholarships require eligible
candidates to have parental annual
income below %2.5 lakh. The Ministry of
Tribal Affairs is looking to raise parental
income limit to ¥4.5 lakh for post and
pre-matric ST scholarships, and the Social
Justice Ministry is discussing revising the
limits for post and pre-matric
scholarships for Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Other Backward Castes (OBCs), and
Denotified Tribes (DNTS). In addition,
discussions are also on to raise the
parental income limit of college and
school scholarships for OBCs, and DNTs.

‘What are these scholarships?

The post and pre-matric scholarships for
SCs, Scheduled Tribes (STs), and OBCs,
are run as central sponsored schemes by
the government. This means that it is
funded by both the Union and State
governments on a 60:40 ratio
(Union:States), except for in northeast
States where the ratio is 90:10.

‘The post-matric scholarships for SCs,
STs, and OBCs, require the student to be
an Indian national, studying at the
post-matric stage, that is, after 10th grade.
Pre-matric scholarships are mostly
available to students of grades IX and X,
but for SCs pre-matric scholarships are
available from grades 1 to X, if their parent
or guardian is involved in a “unclean or
hazardous” occupation. Both post and
pre-matric scholarships require students’
annual parental income to be below 2.5

lakh to become eligible.

In the ongoing fiscal year’s budget
estimates, centrally sponsored
scholarship schemes for SCs, OBCs,
Extremely Backward Classes (EBCs), and
DNTSs accounted for 66.7% of the Social
Justice Department’s 13,611 crore
allocation.

In the Tribal Affairs Ministry, centrally
sponsored scholarship schemes for ST
students accounted for about 18.6% of the
department’s ¥14,925.81 crore allocation
for FY 2025-26.

How many avail of the scholarships?
According to available government data,

Big dreams: Students in a class of a Gondi school in Gadchiroli, Maharashtra in March. EMMANUAL YOGINI

tabled in Parliament and submitted

before House panels, the number of

beneficiaries for post and pre- -matric
ips across socio-

beneficiaries dropped from 58.62 lakh in
2021-22 to a little over 20.25 lakh in
2023-24. A similar drop was seen in
post-matric scholarships for these
sections in the same time period,
reducing from 43.34 lakh beneficiaries to
38.42 lakh. For STs, there was a drop of
4.63 lakh beneficiaries in this time period
for pre matric scholarships, and a drop of
3.52lakh beneficiaries for post-matric
scholarships.

What have House panels said about
these scholarships as well as
eligibility criteria?

In a report on schemes for OBCs run by
the Social Justice Ministry, the
Parliamentary Committee on Welfare of
OBCs earlier this year recommended a
“suitable rise” in the income limit from
2.5 lakh that is currently set for
scholarships for OBC students. While the
panel asked the government to double the
income limit for beneficiaries of pre and
post-matric scholarships for OBCs, it has
asked for “suitable rise” in the income
limits for beneficiaries of top-class
scholarships for school and college
education.

The panel also said it was puzzling why
the pre-matric scholarship for OBCs was
only being offered for Class IX and X,
recommending that the scholarship start
covering students from Class V onwards.

A separate House panel, which was set
up to oversee the working of the Tribal
Affairs and Social Justice ministries this
March, noted the same about post and
pre-matric scholarships for ST students,

ding that the parental income

groups has been falling. This showed that
from 2020-21 to 2024-25, there was a
30.63% drop in the number of
beneficiaries for pre-matric scholarships
for SCs. In the same time period,
beneficiaries for SC post-matric
scholarships dropped by 4.22%,
according to data tabled in Parliament
this week.

Data from earlier this year further
showed that for pre-matric scholarships
for OBCs, EBCs, and DNTs, the

Expansion of SC/ST Scholarships

TERIEEd B &1 fawdR

Revision of Parental Income Limit for Scholarships

BEgH F e Arar-far &Y emg Han & wme=

limits be revised for these schemes.

These House panels have stressed the
importance of these scholarships, and
observed that the existing parental
income limit was too low, adding that this
was preventing many families who need
the scholarships from getting access to it.
They have suggested that the parental
income limit be raised for these
scholarships so that the coverage can be
extended to as many beneficiaries that
need it.

THE GIST

v

‘The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is
looking to raise parental
income limit to 4.5 lakh for
post and pre-matric ST
scholarships.

v

Data from earlier this year
further showed that for
pre-matric scholarships for
OBCs, EBCs, and DNTS, the
beneficiaries dropped from
58.62 lakh in 2021-22 to a little
over 20.25 lakh in 2023-24.

v

House panels have stressed the
importance of these
scholarships, and observed
that the existing parental
income limit was too low.

e Ahead of the upcoming financial cycle spanning FY 2026-27 to FY 2030-31, the
Union government is considering revising the parental income limit for eligibility in
availing post and pre-matric scholarships administered to students from
marginalised castes and tribes.

ST fa=iia a6 FY 2026-27 | FY 2030-31 0% & 811 9 Ugd, Hg GRPR AIUGS
T AT § =M R GaR $x I8 &, dlios g11RIY UR 5 a1ad ATforal 3R
STl & B & o URe 3R h-Afee smgfual o1 v gRfda foar s |

e These scholarships require eligible candidates to have parental annual income

below %2.5 lakh.

W%mtﬁm@ﬂmﬁémﬁmﬁmmusmﬁmﬁ
|

e The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is looking to raise parental income limit to ¥4.5 lakh
for post and pre-matric ST scholarships, and the Social Justice Ministry is
discussing revising the limits for post and pre-matric scholarships for SCs, OBCs,

and Denotified Tribes (DNTSs).
ST HTHE & WaTed Niee 3R W-Afte sT seghrl & o amar-fiar & em

AT P! 24.5 9RG dP TgH WR IR R 381 7, 3R A1 <19 HATad SC, OBC,
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gﬁ?DNTTﬂa‘faﬂﬁwaﬁ?d’r-ﬁﬁﬁmﬁlﬁﬁ 3T AT o A=MeH W T4 B 36T
|

In addition, discussions are also on to raise the parental income limit of college
and school scholarships for OBCs and DNTs.

2P 3fQTdT, OBC 3R DNT BTHI & dlae 3R Wpd SEghal & fore Ardr-foar ot
3 1 FgM W o == 9 38 3

About These Scholarships

A BEgRA F IR |

The post and pre-matric scholarships for SCs, STs, and OBCs are run as
centrally sponsored schemes b&%;he government.

SC, ST, 3iY OBC BHEI & UIe 3R M-Afesw SHgRml WeHR gR1 Hg yraiford
Aerre & 0 A Iar St |

This means that it is funded by both the Union and State governments on a 60:40
ratio (Union:States), except for in northeast States where the ratio is 90:10.

D] HATd § b 34 Pg IR I WXBRI GRI 60:40 U ($5:3ed) H faxdiva
fopa ST &, Riar yatwR 4l & <61 98 SfUTd 90:10 B

The post-matric scholarships for SCs, STs, and OBCs require the student to be an
Indian national, studying at the post-matric stage, that is, after 10th grade.

SC, ST, 3R OBC BH! & URe-Afe® SEghmal & T &3 YR Ari® g1
MR, 3R NEe-AfTH TR W UG HR g1 gH1 A1y, AT 104t Hem & a1g |

Pre-matric scholarships are mostly available to students of grades IX and X, but
for SCs pre-matric scholarships are available from grades 1 to X, if their parent or
guardian is involved in a “unclean or hazardous” occupation.

w-afes I 7 &0 ¥ 941 3R 10 wem & o & forw Iuasy §, dfes sc
BEI & forg Wi-afes sEghri 1 1 104 H&m a6 Iuas 7, afe 37 AdT-foar an
3ifrTaes fardl «3Rass U1 @aRATS” HTH™ § @ €

Both post and pre-matric scholarships require students’ annual parental income to
be below %2.5 lakh to become eligible.

3! U 3R W-Afes sEgfual & fog 3 & wrar-far «) aiffe sma 22.5 ara @
%H gl 1RT|

In the ongoing fiscal year’s budget estimates, centrally sponsored scholarship
schemes for SCs, OBCs, Extremely Backward Classes (EBCs), and DNTs
accounted for 66.7% of the Social Justice Department’s ¥13,611 crore allocation.

a1q] faita af & st egUM §, SC, OBC, 3dd U St Sifadl (EBC), 3fR DNT B!
& foTE ohg TSI BRI A3 6T ATHTRS <A1 fAUTT & 213,611 HAS MMde
BT 66.7% foTm T

In the Tribal Affairs Ministry, centrally sponsored scholarship schemes for ST
students accounted for about 18.6% of the department’s ¥14,925.81 crore
allocation for FY 2025-26.

ST Al & WA H, ST B o U g WA SEgRi ASH181 &1 FY
2025-26 & foIT HATHT & £14,925.81 BRIS SATdc BT TIHIT 18.6% 3T T

Number of Scholarship Beneficiaries

SEghy eyl #1 ge

According to available government data, tabled in Parliament and submitted before
House panels, the number of beneficiaries for post and pre-matric scholarships
across socio-economic groups has been falling.

IUAH TRPRI ATHSI & SIIR, S TG A U T MY 3R g1 Vel & I

Page13

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

T U, AT -3 gl d uke iR -Afew smgfual & il @t v
gedt o ! B

From 2020-21 to 2024-25, there was a 30.63% drop in the number of beneficiaries
for pre-matric scholarships for SCs.

2020-21 | 2024-25 ¥ §19, SC BT & W-Afew sEgfual & anffal & 30.63% Ft
fiRTae g3

In the same time period, beneficiaries for SC post-matric scholarships dropped by
4.22%, according to data tabled in Parliament this week.

=3t I oafy H, s¢ uRe-Afew srgimal & anuiiial § 4.22% &t &t o<, S
% 39 IaTg Hug | UKgd Sfids!  faamar |

Data from earlier this year showed that for pre-matric scholarships for OBCs,
EBCs, and DNTs, the beneficiaries dropped from 58.62 lakh in 2021-22 to a little
over 20.25 lakh in 2023-24.

29 99 & UgA & 3fidhs f3wTd § fF OBC, EBC, 3R DNT Bt & W-Aft® srgfmal
o aryTiiaT ot T 2021-22 § 58.62 ARG T UTHR 2023-24 H 20.25 ATE & AT
SR E T

A similar drop was seen in post-matric scholarships for these sections in the same
time period, reducing from 43.34 lakh beneficiaries to 38.42 lakh.

=3 qHy Saf §, 39 ol & fore vike-Afew sEghml & ff gum fiRmge <&t 18, S
43.34 ARG ATYTIRIGT ¥ Uca 38.42 ARG 81 TS|

For STs, there was a drop of 4.63 lakh beneficiaries in this time period for pre-
matric scholarships, and a drop of 3.52 lakh beneficiaries for post-matric
scholarships.

ST BTl & foY, 39 99y 3afy ¥ -Afew srgfual ¥ 4.63 ara arurfial ot
fiRTae 3R Uie-Afew sEghml & 3.52 @ra @yl @ ot g3 |

House Panel Recommendations on Scholarships and Eligibility

T Ul gRT BrEgimEl 3R uHa )

In a report on schemes for OBCs run by the Social Justice Ministry, the
Parliamentary Committee on Welfare of OBCs recommended a “suitable rise” in
the income limit from 2.5 lakh for scholarships for OBC students.

TSI T HATAY gRT Ta1feld OBC ASHTS TR T RUid H, OBC HedTur
Tadiy Afufa 3 oBC 3ET & T BEghmal @t 22.5 aRa @1 3ma Awr § “IRa
i &t R o1

The panel asked the government to double the income limit for beneficiaries of pre
and post-matric scholarships for OBCs, and also suggested a “suitable rise” in
income limits for beneficiaries of top-class scholarships for school and college
education.

970 3 PR F Ry faan i oBe BEl & t ok vie-Aft® srgfual &
TUTRIT & foTe S |t SR &1 S, SfR THd SR diciol RI&T & 2y goft
BEgRual & Al & fa o «3fra gfer ot R &t

The panel also recommended that the pre-matric scholarship for OBCs, currently
offered only for Class IX and X, should start covering students from Class V
onwards.

a1 2 g5t R & fs oBC BTt & W-Afe® Bmgfu, S add™ & Had s
IX 3R X & fo §, H&T v A Bl B TS BT L& PR G

A separate House panel, set up to oversee the Tribal Affairs and Social Justice
ministries in March 2025, noted the same about post and pre-matric
scholarships for ST students, recommending that the parental income limits be
revised for these schemes.
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T 3T IO O7d, S A 2025 & ST ATHS SR [MHTRS =1g HATed o
HTIYUTE TR TR @ & fore 1fd foar war o1, 3 ST 31l & uRke i W-afesw
SEgRE & IR 7 +ft o8l gga o iR 37 Aiemrsit & forg wrar-far &1 sma dar #
TRieE B R &t

 These House panels emphasized the importance of these scholarships and noted
that the existing parental income limit was too low, preventing many needy
families from accessing them.
2 YT Ual A 39 IEGRE & Hed R Ok foar 3k Aie far fa adur are-
T bt 3ma rar 95 F 8, Y 33 RRaHG URAR 37 7% Ugd T8l 7133 &

o They suggested that the parental income limit be raised so that coverage can be
extended to as many beneficiaries as need it.
e gea fean o arar-RaT it aima WA ST S difs siftres F st Sevavia
AR b 3D Havel Ugd A |
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Visionaries of the past: General K.S. Thimayya, Chief of Army Staff, taking the salute in Bangalore on March 18, 1961. THE HNOU ARCHVTS

Military biographies: a matter of
heroes and overlapping history

Three narratives collectively dej

K. Krishna Menon, India’s
defence minister before and
during the 1962 Sino-Indian

war, was not a popular figure
with the service chiefs, who nicknamed
him ‘God Almighty” for his nM"rh«lnng
ways. Not particularly fond of Ge:
Thimayya (Timmy), Menon wuﬂn the

e
Manekshaw on Thimayya. S.un
outspoken and articulate, replied, “Sir, as
a junior officer, we are not permmed o
express an opinion on a superior officer.
We respect our seniors and we have no
two opinions on it.” In his book on
‘Thimayya, An Amazing Life (KW
Publishers), Brigadier C.B. Khanduri
writes about this innocuous but pivotal
conversation that kickstarted a political
storm leading to Thimayya's resignation,

nce,
Khanduri's book mentions how Timmy’s
recommendations on China were ignored
by Menon, leading to India’s debacle in
1962. On the other hand, Arjun
Subramanian’s book Shooting Straight
(HarperCollins) begins the career story of
navatty after

commissioned at the end of the war, a few
years after Timmy's career ended andata
time when a demoralised national
leadership was undergoing a catharsis.
Subramaniam highlights a letter written
by the young Lieutenant Nanavarty who is

remarkably unsparing in his criticism of
the leadership for its foibles in the war.
Inflection point

The author deftly uses the letter to bring
out the fearlessness in the young officer’s
thinking. In a way,

ict how the Indian armed forces have evolved since
Thimayya, Lt. Gen. Rostum Nanavatty and Air Chief Marshal Idris Latif, the biographies seek to capture their influence on the nations

narrative in Shooting Straight is a
consequential document about the war’s
impact on young Indians. The stories of
my and Rusty are from different
Indias - separated by the war of 1962 as
the inflection point. Wedged between the
two eras is the post-war decade after 1971.
On one hand, the wars of the 1960s were
over and on the other, the insurgencies of
Punjab and Kashmir of the 1980s hadn't
yet arrived. Air Chief Marshal Idris Latif
‘was an Air Force Chief during this period
in the late 1970s. His wife, Bilkees Latif, in
her book on her husband The Ladder of
His Life (KW Publishers), reminisces about
an important dimension of the question
of choice during Partition in 1947. Soon
after the Partition was Latif,

cultural impressions, personalities,
choices, and help contextualise
judgements on these characters. In the
case of Nanavatty, peeling away his
personality helps reveal his versatility.
Lﬂ\c the tenure in Sri Lanka in the 1980s,
when para commando units were
sceptical of Nanavatty's role as a
commander but grew to respect his
initiative, wholeheartedness and an
ability to lead from the front.
Subramaniam’s writing, lucid and
accessible, aided by the protagonist’s
painstaking notes, brings out the clarity in
Nmuwny 's thinking, which underpinned
his career philosophy.
Khanduri writes about Timmy as a
and vocal

Independence to the 1990s. By exploring the paths of General

history

insurgency in Kashmir. The three
narratives collectively depict how the
Indian armed forces have evolved since
independence to the nineties.

The three books delve into the nuances
of military leadership, particularly with
the stakeholders — political or military. Al
three were straight shooters in their
approach, but differed on their styles.
While Timmy could be vocal and
confrontational, Latif managed the
political leadership adroitly, w
Nanavatty, by the 1990s, had adopted a
pragmatic approach.

Despite these three eminently readable
books and a recently republished
biography of Gen. Sri
(C

All

then a young air force officer, was goaded
by another Muslim officer leaving for
Pakistan to join him. To the officer’s
opinion that Pakistan was a land for

Latif replied, “You must be

; what has religion got to do with
nationality? I'm an Indian, born

Hyderabad, you know — and not the
Hyderabad in Pakistan!” He even advised
the departing officer to stay, insisting that
the Indian Air Force would be a better
choice. Larif followed in the footsteps of
Brigadier Mohd Usman who chose India
over Pakistan. Th 0 rose
to become India’s first Muslim Air Chief, is
emblematic of the secular culture of
India’s military.

Past, present, future

Typically, biographies provide a
framework to situate events in the context
of a nation’s journey. Military biographies
assign signposts on the time- 'HJ('((UI’) in
a country’s history, c>puuuy in Ing

commanded a larger lh.m life prennu:
He carried the legacy and impressions of
a colonial army, and oversaw the

military biographies are
Many belong to an era of World Wars

when accounts were documented and
was archived better. Sadly,

transition during pos

nation-building, before the era of wars in
the 1960s. Nanavatty, on the other hand,
was the archetypal infantryman who
believed that victory is measured by the
proverbial ‘foot’, and whose spartan
measures set a high bar in tackling ‘dirty’
insurgencies of the 1990s.

Complex journeys

The biographies of Timmy, Latif and
Nanavatty help us understand the
personalities and the road taken by each.
While Timmy’s life is set in a time of
tussles within the government, Latif
played a key role in the modernisation
following the 1971 war, including the
replacement of old Canberra aircraft and
the induction of Jaguars, all the while
working with two different Prime
Ministers of different political parties.

where the journey pos e has
been a progression from early existential
struggles to assertions of identity. By
e‘(pkmng nw paths of these protagonists,
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's work on Nanavatty
reveals the general’s approach in more
complex security challenges than the
other two — which involved the Indian
Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka and the
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within this thin historiography, several
s suffer from abysmal writing or

hagiographical accounts. One wishes to
see more critique of the protagonist in
accounts. In his book, Subramaniam
reminds us that objective biographies of
military leaders, especially those whose
careers reached a pinnacle in the 1980s
and 1990s, are rare, which makes Lt. Gen.
Nanavatty's book both relevant and
unusual. At the level of perceptions,
military biographies in India run the risk
of being mistakenly assumed to be
technical accounts of a closed
community. In a country where the
military has had a major role to play in its
history, a diminished understanding robs
readers of an essential part of history
defined by its characters. India needs
more biographies that provide a lens to
understand people and past events, and
their influence upon the present.

Probal DasGupta is a columnist and
author of Watershed 1967. He is working on
his next book, to be published this year.
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Military Biographies: A Matter of Heroes and Overlapping
History

A= Sitg-l: Arae] 3R v sfagry &1 A

Indian Military Leaders: Biographies and Insights
YR F= Aaqrait: sha-t iR saefd

V.K. Krishna Menon, India’s defence minister before and during the 1962 Sino-
Indian war, was not popular with service chiefs, who nicknamed him ‘God Almighty’
for his overbearing ways.

V.K. PO T4, YRA & & T3 1962 & FH-URd g5 I Ugd 3R SR, JaT vl
& dI AH U el 9, RIeiH 38 P 3didd gav WHE & T 9Iis STaHTsdr
hall
Menon was not particularly fond of Gen. Thimayya (Timmy) and sought the opinion
of Major General Sam Manekshaw on him.

T P R Fa (ferf) fadly w0 ¥ wig =161 2 3iR 3= 3% R & I S
¥ forg ASR S RE 99 ARSI 9 IHT|

Sam Manekshaw replied politely that as a junior officer, they were not permitted to
express an opinion on a superior officer.

I ISR A RIvagds sfare 3o i te R sifier! & w0 §, 335 aky
SRR TR I I B D1 AN T8l 8

Brigadier C.B. Khanduri in his book An Amazing Life describes this conversation as
pivotal, which eventually led to Thimayya’s resignation, later retracted.

fIfETR C.B. WX 7 (Ut fhdld An Amazing Life & 39 STddid ! HgYU! Sam,
S 3idd: fH=r & S&ith B iR SRR o, 59 a1 | aruy feran |
Biographies reveal overlapping historical spaces; Khanduri notes Timmy’s

recommendations on China were ignored by Menon, leading to India’s 1962
debacle.

Se 4 SfiErg & NaraftiT uge g od §; Tedl gard & fs A 3 = R fowfh
DI RBIRT BT 3l i, SRY YR BT 1962 BT Hebe AT
Arjun Subramanian’s Shooting Straight narrates Lt. Gen. Rostum (Rusty)

Nanavatty’s career post-1962 conflict, highlighting young officers’ perspectives on
demoralised leadership.

35[T YFHUTH B Shooting Straight & Aftce SFRW INEH (FET) TG &
BRI 1 JUMH 1962 & TGN & F1G b1 71 8, il JaT SHRABIRGT BT TR H I A
& AR RUf &1 g2ifar g

Inflection Point

uts fig

Subramanian uses a letter by young Lt. Nanavatty to show fearlessness and
independent thinking.

GHUgH F gaT dftenc AMIad! & U3 &1 IUaiT 3! e $ik wads I &1
feam & forg fasan|

Stories of Timmy and Rusty represent different Indias, separated by the 1962 war,
with the post-war decade after 1971 in between.

ferdt 3iR T Bt Tl fafts wRel &1 ufafAftia sl €, 7o 1962 ¥ g A orem
f3a, 3iR 1971 & S1E HT URe-9R && 39P 9 H 5

Air Chief Marshal Idris Latif, Air Force Chief in late 1970s, resisted leaving for
Pakistan after Partition in 1947, reflecting the secular culture of India’s military.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page16


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

TR A% AR SS9 AW, 1970 & SR & 3id H TR B 9%, 7 1947 H faueH
& 91 YT ofF ¥ SABR T, St HRAIG §7 &1 YHfRues TXpfa &1 giidr g1

Latif advised a fellow officer to stay in India, emphasizing that religion is not
nationality, choosing the Indian Air Force over Pakistan.

AP A Teb A1t SHfYBRI T HRA H kG P el o, I SR ad g¢ fob o wrgtaar
81 8, 3R UIfeeaT & ol UReld TR B |

Past, Present, Future

3rdid, adaE, yfias

Biographies provide a framework to situate events in a nation’s journey, showing
cultural impressions, personalities, and choices.

ShaT 18T A H gersh &1 HafHd 3 &1 gfan <ot 3, o Wi lae Y, JAfRTd
3R fwey ferd g1

Nanavatty’s versatility is revealed through his actions in Sri Lanka in 1980s, gaining
respect despite initial scepticism.

TG B TggE! UfTHT 1980 & g2 W et H 3% Bl & T1eEH o W ST,
S8l YR3Idl Hag & dTavle 3= ST B

Subramaniam’s narrative is lucid, aided by protagonist’s notes, showing clarity in
Nanavatty’s thinking and career philosophy.

YIHUIH &1 HeH! WP g, Ford Arae & ey & Hag § AMae &) O 3R HRaR
ERECHRSECIRCACIEEI

Khanduri describes Timmy as a committed, vocal leader with a larger-than-life
presence, overseeing post-independence nation-building before the 1960s wars.

Tgst fendt @1 te waftd, ER Ad1 & 9 § aftfd axd §, foma! sreafie Sufeufa
o, 3R o5 1960 F GE & 51 4 Ugal Wa=dT & q1G I7Y FATT 7 A fosan|

Nanavatty was the archetypal infantryman, measuring victory by ‘foot’, and his
spartan measures set high standards against 1990s insurgencies.

Aact 3meel AN U, S Sitd @) A F AU 2, 3R I Fafhd IuTdl 3 1990
& TRIP DI fagifgdl & RIAT® I=d A R fobu|

Complex journeys

Sfed grAg

The biographies of Timmy, Latif and Nanavatty help us understand the
personalities and the road taken by each.

feul, ot SR ATTadt 31 St 5 37 aufaked SiR I1dh §RT S(UAT T ARY
! T | Aag Pl o

While Timmy’s life is set in a time of tussles within the government, Latif played a
key role in the modernisation following the 1971 war, including the replacement of
old Canberra aircraft and the induction of Jaguars, all the while working with two
different Prime Ministers of different political parties.

Safe fendt 31 siiad WeR & HfiaR Tos & T A Je g, AAH 71971 F IS &

15 MYf®<or & Agaqul YfHeT FTS, foRd R e fau™ &1 sgaT 8k

gqm'ﬁgmﬁmmmwﬁaw,sﬁ?sﬂawﬁﬁm-mumaﬁ
T BT o

Subramaniam’s work on Nanavatty reveals the general’s approach in more complex
security challenges than the other two — which involved the Indian Peace
Keeping Force in Sri Lanka and the insurgency in Kashmir.

IHUTY &1 I AFTEE R 3 & &1 JaT1 § 31 Sifee JRam gaifadl 3 376
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=PI Bl The Bl & — R et # yReda wifa J1 iR Fik A g
RIECRY

The three narratives collectively depict how the Indian armed forces have evolved
since independence to the nineties.

3 i Ut IMfed T I <R § fb WRdI WRRe 96 7 Waar § AB 1990 &
TP qAPH B fAH o

The three books delve into the nuances of military leadership, particularly with the
stakeholders — political or military.

3 f frare e A & Irifdal T TeRTs ¥ Ol €, faRy ¥ u 9 fRauret —
oA T Afe & |

All three were straight shooters in their approach, but differed on their styles.
AT 3 EFHI0 H AT 3R TE Y, Afcb 370 Aferat F frsram

While Timmy could be vocal and confrontational, Latif managed the political
leadership adroitly, while Nanavatty, by the 1990s, had adopted a pragmatic
approach.

e ferdt gaar SR Tauicred 81 9dhd U, adiv - IeHia® Aqed & FYord 9
GUTET, STafd AT, 1990 & GRIb qh, - TGP TRBIT U

Despite these three eminently readable books and a recently republished biography
of Gen. Srinagesh, military biographies are rare in India.

S AT 3 TS foraral 3R 8T o1 H G: ThIRId o+Re SRR &1 sia-! &
JIav[g, YRd § 99 SfiaHl g 5

Many belong to an era of World Wars, when accounts were documented and
information was archived better.

3 fhdTe fay g & T HT €, 19 THIST BT gxardel faar STl o 3R SR &l
SER 1 ¥ Fufed fbar Sirar T

Sadly, within this thin historiography, several books suffer from abysmal writing or
hagiographical accounts.

39 @1 91d § fob 39 WId Sfagriaa- | &3 fhals dgg @xTd @ I1 gell-
TETE S fqavor ¥ difea g

One wishes to see more critique of the protagonist in accounts.

g SHUET BT K ¢ fob faaRon & Tr9e &t 31 e g8 & i |

In his book, Subramaniam reminds us that objective biographies of military leaders,
especially those whose careers reached a pinnacle in the 1980s and 1990s, are
rare, which makes Lt. Gen. Nanavatty’s book both relevant and unusual.

3ot foraTe &, gervas g4 arg famd § i I=1 Aarsht &t aegfag shaeh, vy wu 3
O HIIR 1980 3R 1990 F /16 T TRA W T, oW 8, o dftere SRa
AHIGE! B [T gl RIS SR SRITYTROT ST |

At the level of perceptions, military biographies in India run the risk of being
mistakenly assumed to be technical accounts of a closed community.

%ur{rrnaawu?, YRd § 99 SfiaHl & ap-o! fIavol & ©U & TaaweHl &1 Wa’l
I

In a country where the military has had a major role to play in its history, a
diminished understanding robs readers of an essential part of history defined by its
characters.

TS U =1 H o7t A= 7 3ot 3faerd o v yfiet s g, St aug urew! @
3T & wgwaqul iR &) i A R S S url gRT uRMIfYa R

India needs more biographies that provide a lens to understand people and past
events, and their influence upon the present.

YR DI 31T T Siat Bt SHTa=aehdl g S Al 3R YAPTA ge-Ts & THeH
&1 ERBIV USH HY, 3R 375 qdu IR YUTF HI S|
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Visual question:

Who chaired the Boundary Commissions for Punjab and Bengal, and what was

his professional background?

JiIG_ladist fi

ABIDJAN

Laurent Koadima yearns
for the days when his cot-
ton farm in Burkina Faso
allowed him to provide for
his family, before advanc-
ing jihadists forced them to
make sacrifices.

“Before, we were envied
because cotton was a good
business and the harvests
were good,” the 48-year-
old said. “Today, we strug-
gle tolive.”

Mr. Koadima is but one
of many in Burkina Faso,
among Africa’s top produc-
ers of cotton, whose out-
put has been decimated
due to jihadist fighters
stalking the Sahel nation
for more than a decade.

Many farmers have fled
the violence or been forced
to leave their crops un-
tended as the threat of am-
bush made them too
dangerous to pick.

As a result, cotton pro-
duction fell by more thana
quarter in one year, from
386,794 tonnes in 2023 to
286,623 in 2024, according
to official figures.

“These past two or
three years, it’s been very
tough... the security situa-
tion means that we've lost
much good farmland,” Mr.
Koadima said.

“I have trouble tending
to my family’s needs as last
year 1 was unable to har-
vest, so currently I'm doing
odd jobs and a bit of trad-
ing,” he added. “Two of my

children have had to drop
out of school.”

Around four million pe-
ople out of Burkina Faso’s
population of 23 million
owe their livelihoods to
cotton, either directly or
indirectly.

Issa Lompo’s fields are
his sole source of income,
which the 38-year-old
farmer needs to take care
of his seven children.

But his eastern region
has been in the firing line
since 2018, falling prey to
attacks by Islamists affiliat-
ed with Al-Qaeda or the Is-
lamic State group.

Though the ruling junta
has pledged to crack down
on the unrest since seizing
power ina coup in Septem-
ber 2022, its military rulers

'
In limbo: Farmers throw cotton bales in central Burkina Faso.

Cotton production has fallen by more than a quarter in a year. AFP

have so far proven unable
to stem the jihadist tide.
“In four years, we have
lost more than 32,000 cot-
ton farms in the region due
to insecurity,” Lompo said,
adding that those who lost

their fields have turned to
“other professions, like
herding or business”.

One such series of at-
tacks at the end of June
killed seven police officers
and a soldier near Fada

N'Gourma, the regional
capital to which many cot-
ton farmers have sent their
families for safety.

The town is home to So-
coma, one of Burkina Fa-
so’s three big cotton-farm-
ing companies.

“Taking a beating’

At one point, its farmers
produced an average of
80,000 tonnes of cotton a
year.

But after three years of
minimal harvests, Socoma
announced in July that it
would fire every one of its
hundreds of employees
“for economic reasons”.

Its 2024 production had
plummeted to 3,000
tonnes.

At its general assembly

in late June, the National
Union of Cotton Producers
of Burkina Faso sounded
the alarm over the obsta-
cles the violence was creat-
ing to the transport and
harvest of cotton.

Before that, Burkina Fa-
so’s Interprofessional Cot-
ton  Association  had
warned in 2023 about the
difficulty of delivering agri-
cultural supplies.

But it also bemoaned a
rise in sea transport costs,
akey issue for a landlocked
country which exports
nearly all of its cotton
abroad, mostly to Asian
countries.

“The industry is taking a

beating year after year,” la-
mented Moussa Barro,
another producer.

Jihadist fighters leave Burkina Faso cotton farmers

hanging by a thread
g1l ereT® i1 B & BT frarl o Hoe # S

W®E

e Laurent Koadima yearns for the days when his cotton farm in Burkina
Faso allowed him to provide for his family, before advancing jihadists

forced them to make sacrifices.

e HISUT 3 oAl o1 arg Fd € 99 b1 B § 3761 FUN &1 9d

32 3T URAR BT UTa=-UI0T HI1 Bt SJHfd a1 4T, 99 U b 3m

¥ed fPrerfedl A 3= aReM o3 & R aoigy o faa

ghters leave Burkina Faso cotton farmers hanging by a thread

According to Burkina
Faso’s commerce ministry,
cotton accounts for four
percent of the country’s
national  output  and
around 14% of its export
revenues.

To help shore up its ail-
ing cotton farmers, Burki-
na Faso’s junta has provid-
ed subsidies worth five
billion CFA francs ($9 mil-
lion) for agricultural sup-
plies such as seeds, fertilis-
ers and equipment.

The jihadist insurgency
has killed more than
26,000 people, both civi-
lians and soldiers, in Burki-
na Faso since it began
more than 10 years ago.

Over half of those
deaths have taken place in
the past three years.
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“Before, we were envied because cotton was a good business and the
harvests were good,” the 48-year-old said. “Today, we struggle to live.”

"TEd, THY ART s%f HRd A TP URT ST ATIR AT 3R BAd st
gl off," 48 adfg 3 FgT1 "3 g9 oA & forg Tad #e %@ 1"

Mr. Koadima is but one of many in Burkina Faso, among Africa’s top producers of
cotton, whose output has been decimated due to jihadist fighters stalking the Sahel
nation for more than a decade.

ot SifeaT, b1 BN B Al & J TH ©, off SBIHI & MY HUN SAEH! | g,
ST ITe RIRTdl ASTP! g1 Uod Y H Ueh &1 ¥ 3MfUS THY Id 3MTdd T
& PR Y & B
Many farmers have fled the violence or been forced to leave their crops untended as
the threat of ambush made them too dangerous to pick.

F3 g fET T U U § 37 31U Wl &1 fomT SRavd & Bie & o AoleR 81 T8 &
I °Td THR gHA BT W1 HHd Bl 9gd GRS &1 Gl o |
As a result, cotton production fell by more than a quarter in one year, from 386,794
tonnes in 2023 to 286,623 in 2024, according to official figures.

URUMRGEY, ATAHRE 3Hidhs! & IR, HUN IATE Uk I8 § UH-aUTS A
3ifre IR 7T, 2023 W 386,794 T I UTHR 2024 H 286,623 T 51 T4
“These past two or three years, it's been very tough... the security situation means
that we've lost much good farmland,” Mr. Koadima said.

"I I-dH I Tgd Bio R §... JRem fUfY &1 gaae & i 59 aga I ot By
Y §t 3, ot Hifear 3w
“I have trouble tending to my family’s needs as last year | was unable to harvest, so
currently I’'m doing odd jobs and a bit of trading,” he added. “Two of my children have
had to drop out of school.”

"3 30 URAR Bt SRRl b1 IR B3 7GR 8l e § i s ra § v
el PIc b1, TTRIT fheregra H BIC-HIC HIH 3R ST HTIR &R 8T §," I2i- oiaT|
IR & T P W SIS UST g
Around four million people out of Burkina Faso’s population of 23 million owe
their livelihoods to cotton, either directly or indirectly.

2.3 PAS DI ST I FiebAT BT H I AT 40 AR AT e AT 3L U
HUN TR Ut 3refifdet AR #d B

Issa Lompo’s fields are his sole source of income, which the 38-year-old farmer
needs to take care of his seven children.

ST A & Td S9! UHHTH 31 BT Ui 8, fog! 38 Ul o ol 310= I1d 51
Pt TGHTA P foTT SRR B

But his eastern region has been in the firing line since 2018, falling prey to attacks by
Islamists affiliated with Al-Qaeda or the Islamic State group.

QfT 37T gt & 2018 | §HE! &I TUC | 8, O SAA-PTAGT U1 IXATD e IYg I
IS SRAHaredl & gHe B RISR g g

Though the ruling junta has pledged to crack down on the unrest since seizing power
in a coup in September 2022, its military rulers have so far proven unable to stem
the jihadist tide.

gTatifch XRIeh et = Rday 2022 T dedruee & ST Il ST & &g SH=Iifd IR
3R T BT dTeT fHar T, 3P I WIS 37§ dcb forgTe dar &l Ak 7 argqmef
rfed gT B

“In four years, we have lost more than 32,000 cotton farms in the region due to
insecurity,” Lompo said, adding that those who lost their fields have turned to “other
professions, like herding or business”.

IR T H, TA SRRET & HRUI T & F 32,000 I e U F Jd @1 U g "
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T A T, I8 e gU S o ¥ 70 MU §, I "URIUTA A1 TR S 3
A" U & |

One such series of attacks at the end of June killed seven police officers and a
soldier near Fada N’Gourma, the regional capital to which many cotton farmers have
sent their families for safety.

T €t U g9 B! 4@ J o P 3fd H WIS TTMHAT & Uy Jia g i ivat
3R T A 1 A 81 7S, S &g ISty §, Sgi g U fbg A 3o uRaRi
1 GREM F e Jor g

The town is home to Socoma, one of Burkina Faso’s three big cotton-farming
companies.

g XX WD T 1 R §, S b1 Bl &1 fF 981 HUNH-HN Hufaf # 4 U 5
At one point, its farmers produced an average of 80,000 tonnes of cotton a year.
TP 9T, TP fa™ Ufd a¥ 3G 80,000 T HUN HT IdT Hd U

But after three years of minimal harvests, Socoma announced in July that it would
fire every one of its hundreds of employees “for economic reasons”.

QAfd o A1 B FATH HId & SIe, WIHIAT - Jelrg J °9Ivon &1 fob a8 30 Adhe
FHHARG T W e UD DI "3 RO F Fabrat aift

Its 2024 production had plummeted to 3,000 tonnes.

YD1 2024 HT 3dIqq YUch 3,000 - Xz T YT

At its general assembly in late June, the National Union of Cotton Producers of
Burkina Faso sounded the alarm over the obstacles the violence was creating to the
transport and harvest of cotton.

S & 3id H U ST H, FibT W & HUTH SWred! & I W A fFH b
BRI HUN & URGE 3R Fers § 3T Tt arensft iR fofar sarg |

Before that, Burkina Faso’s Interprofessional Cotton Association had warned in
2023 about the difficulty of delivering agricultural supplies.

Y Ugd, 2023 T g1 Bl & S R-d Bied TR 3 i omyfd 33 o
HfSATS B aara g |

But it also bemoaned a rise in sea transport costs, a key issue for a landlocked
country which exports nearly all of its cotton abroad, mostly to Asian countries.

o1 S8 st uRde arTad ¥ gfg W 1 We e fdhdn, Sl U RIA-& ¢ & oY
?Waﬂ%sﬁaﬂwwmm,ﬁﬁqwﬁmhﬁﬁﬁﬁam
|

“The industry is taking a beating year after year,” lamented Moussa Barro, another

producer.

"IN AIE-GR-He AR W1 36T 8," T 30 JeTaeh HIAT oRY A Hal|

According to Burkina Faso’s commerce ministry, cotton accounts for four percent

of the country’s national output and around 14% of its export revenues.

?W%Wm% SFIYR, HUR G & AP Id1GA BT IR Yfa=rd
39 afd IeTea BT TRTHT 14% G|

To help shore up its ailing cotton farmers, Burkina Faso’s junta has provided

subsidies worth five billion CFA francs ($9 million) for agricultural supplies such as

seeds, fertilisers and equipment.

3T R HUN B! &1 Hag o oY, b1 Bl & SeT A uid 3Rd CFA T (9
faferam ster) &t Tfoud! §iW, IR 3R IUHRU oA FHY 3MYfd & oW U= &1 ]

The jihadist insurgency has killed more than 26,000 people, both civilians and
soldiers, in Burkina Faso since it began more than 10 years ago.

foreTdY fasie 1 10 WTe ¥ 31 Use = 814 & d1g A Fieb11 Bl H ARSI 3R
AT ST fgd 26,000 F 3ifI® TRN BT g IR ol 5
Over half of those deaths have taken place in the past three years.

S0 A SN aifiiep T e A 79T 3 g8 8
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TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance,And International
Relations

1. Bihar SIR a battle between EC’s power, citizens’ right
to vote

f¥eR SIR: TG 3T @1 =few SR ARIR®! & AdeM
fUPR & a7 Toad
2. Aid and advice

Tl 3R T8

3. Africa is challenging China’s mining hegemony

PIPHT A & G- Ided DI gl ¢ X813

4. Record Violence Marks Israel’s Push Towards West
Bank Annexation

R dF B! S & foru soRTsa Bt HIREN & Rore G
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Bihar SIR a battle between EC’s
power, citizens’ right to vote: SC

Unlawful procedures in the hasty conduct of special intensive revision process are a ‘casual way of doing away with citizens’

right to vote’ say petitioners; judge says EC has some ‘elbow room’ for special revision, but in exceptional circumstances

NEW DELHI

he special intensive

revision (SIR) of Bi-

har’s electoral rolls
is a battle between the
Election  Commission’s
“power” over elections
and the ordinary citizen's
right to be named in elec-
toral rolls, and to be al-
lowed to vote, the Su-
preme Court observed on
Wednesday.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
part of the Bench headed
by Justice Surya Kant, hear-
ing petitions against the
SIR, observed that poll-
bound Bihar was in the
middle of a contest bet-
ween Article 324, which
empowers the Election
Commission (EC) to con-
trol elections, and the con-
stitutional right of adult
suffrage enshrined in Arti-
cle 326 of the Constitution.

The judge’s observation
was in response to argu-
ments raised by senior ad-

QQ Diaes his pravision [Secuion 2131 of e
Representacion of the Peaple Act) give the
Flection Commission snine residuary discretion o
intraduce additional elements?

—JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
iy

vocates A.M. Singhvi and
Gopal Sankaranarayanan
that the procedure of send-
ing pre-filled enumeration
forms to electors, only to
later delete 65 lakh of them
from the electoral roll
without any prior enquiry
or physical hearing was, to
say the least, a “casual way
of doing away with citi-
zens' right to vote”.

“An elector means so-
meone who is already in
the electoral roll. The en-
umeration form, indicative
documents are just fig-
ments of the imagination

of the EC. There is no such
procedure in the Represen-
tation of the People Act.
The procedure for removal
from the electoral roll is
‘absolutely strict’ as in-
tended by the Parliament.
Removal would only be
subsequent to an enquiry,
even for one elector. It is
the concept of the ‘little
man’ laid down in the Su-
preme Court by Justice
Krishna Iyer.. Who gave
the EC power to do this,
under which law and what
authority?” Mr. Sankarana-
rayanan submitted.

Justice Bagchi referred
to the “elbow room” pro-
vided to the EC under Sec-
tion 21(3) of the Represen-
tation of the People (RP)
Act, which says that the EC
can conduct a “special re-
vision” in “such manner as
it may think fit”. “Does this
provision give the EC some
residuary discretion to in-
troduce additional ele-
ments [like enumeration
forms, indicative docu-
ments]?” Justice Bagchi
asked the petitioners.

However, Mr. Sankaran-
arayanan responded that
Section 21(3) only contem-
plated a special revision of
“any one constituency or a
part of a constituency”.

“Can the provision be
used to change the electo-
ral rolls of the entire coun-
try from a time of your
own choice? Does it auth-
orise EC to embark on an
en masse revision of the
electoral rolls across the
country?” the senior advo-
cate responded. Section 21

(3) was meant to be resort-
ed to only in “exceptional
circumstances”, he said.

Summarising Section 21
(3), Justice Bagchi said that
it authorised the EC to de-
vise procedures for special
revision of the electoral
roll in case of exceptional
circumstances like a natu-
ral disaster.

“Otherwise, the EC has
to strictly follow Rules 4 to
24 of the Registration of
Electors Rules,” Justice
Bagchi said.

Justice Bagchi and Mr.
Singhvi debated on wheth-
er giving citizens an option
to choose from as many as
11 ‘indicative’ documents
to prove their citizenship
and find their way back to
the electoral roll could be
considered “voter-inclu-
sive” rather than “voter-ex-
clusionary”, as argued by
the petitioners.

The judge pointed out
that earlier summary revi-
sions provided a choice of
only seven documents.

Bihar SIR a
battle between
EC’s power,
citizens’ right
to vote

fSsR SIR:
AT 3TANT B
RIESRE
AR &
AdeH AfUPR
& dfg g9

Unlawful
procedures in the
hasty conduct of
special intensive
revision (SIR)
process are a
“casual way of

doing away with citizens’ right to vote”, say petitioners; judge says EC has
some “elbow room” for special revision, but in exceptional circumstances.

@fd faRiy 8= gAdtervn (SIR) ufshar # forw e ey adtes AMIR®Y & AagH

SfYPR B THTE B3

BT “HIURUT THPT” T, ATRIGTH AT BT BT ©; grareh=r

A wg1 f% gATT ST (EC) &t faRiw Tlev & fore 3o “ge” 8, afp 98
SRATYROT K|

gl

The special intensive revision (SIR) of Bihar’s electoral rolls is a battle between
the Election Commission’s “power” over elections and the ordinary citizen’s right
to be named in electoral rolls, and to be allowed to vote, the Supreme Court

observed on Wednesday.

fIeR & Hagrar A & =y 78 e (SIR) T I161 IR GG TN &Y

«gTfd” 3R M MRS & Al

oY 7, T Gofit H1d 3 gUaR & Hell

Justice Joymalya Bagchi, part of the Bench headed by Justice Surya Kant, hearing
petitions against the SIR, observed that poll-bound Bihar was in the middle of a
contest between Article 324, which empowers the Election Commission (EC) to
control elections, and the constitutional right of adult suffrage enshrined in Article
326 of the Constitution.
e SAraHTeT T, AT G wid B e ardl §d &I W, S SIR &
fgars arfersll @t garE &R I3 3, A Fel f& A fIgR srgde 324, S gH1d
3TERT (EC) ! T afd B o7 fBR 1 ], 3R 3rJwdq 326 & fAfgd oo
AdeH & FauTd fHR & §d Fos J |
The judge’s observation was in response to arguments raised by senior advocates
A.M. Singhvi and Gopal Sankaranarayanan that the procedure of sending pre-
filled enumeration forms to electors, only to later delete 65 lakh of them from the

T & AW 8F SR TdeH e & SHR & o
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electoral roll without any prior enquiry or physical hearing was, to say the least, a
“casual way of doing away with citizens’ right to vote”.

rnefier BT U8 3fadie IRy adid A.M. Rigd! 3R MuTd HIARTUA §RT 361U
T qh! & Sfare & T fob Taerarsh & qd-HR §T T Wi 35 &1 ufehan, 3R a1g o
65 TG Al ! [l gd Sffa a1 RIS JAaTs & o1 Al gt § gerT, HH 4 &l
Fg dl, ATRD! P IS IBR BT JHIE B BT “TIYRU TRbT B

“An elector means someone who is already in the electoral roll. The enumeration
form, indicative documents are just figments of the imagination of the EC. There is
no such procedure in the Representation of the People Act. The procedure for
removal from the electoral roll is ‘absolutely strict’ as intended by the
Parliament. Removal would only be subsequent to an enquiry, even for one elector.
It is the concept of the ‘little man’ laid down in the Supreme Court by Justice Krishna
lyer... Who gave the EC power to do this, under which law and what authority?” Mr.
Sankaranarayanan submitted.

“Teb HaieTdl &1 3 § Pis U1 ofad ST Ugd § & AdQTdT =1 J 81 01 Bid,
TYobdd XIS Had EC Pt Hed-T & 32 & | Representation of the People Act &
Ut 1S ufshar 7t ¥ 1 Hacrar Geit @ gem o ufthar Tue gR1 AufiRd oraR 1 Re
e § | G Had Slid & 91 &1 &I, Al &1 Ueh Adard & g & i A1 811 78 forfea
A7 B AR B FR i HI¢ I raneier oo @R gRT RIfd fabar... fhga EC
g;'s’ﬁ?ﬁ, 9 T & dgd iR fry YR & ded?” 4t YHARIUA 3 URdd

[

Justice Bagchi referred to the “elbow room” provided to the EC under Section 21(3)
of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, which says that the EC can conduct
a “special revision” in “such manner as it may think fit”. “Does this provision give the
EC some residuary discretion to introduce additional elements [like enumeration
forms, indicative documents]?” Justice Bagchi asked the petitioners.

IraTefi< aRTRIT A Representation of the People (RP) Act P YRT 21 (3) & dgd EC
DI foU U e & o1 Ieaid fod, St el & fb EC “faRiy Tkiemr 39 “«aiid ¥ ax
Ihdl g fod a8 IRId GHgP | “Fa7 I8 Wae™ EC &1 fARad dcd [SIY TUMT W1H,

Hhdd gxTael] U B &1 $S AW dad <al 527 i<l arTeh 3 anfrarearst §
Bl

However, Mr. Sankaranarayanan responded that Section 21(3) only contemplated a
special revision of “any one constituency or a part of a constituency”. “Can the
provision be used to change the electoral rolls of the entire country from a time of
your own choice? Does it authorise EC to embark on an en masse revision of the
electoral rolls across the country?” the senior advocate responded. Section 21(3)
was meant to be resorted to only in “exceptional circumstances”, he said.

gTaritop, of HARTGUA = IR a1 fh YR 21(3) Had bt “Th Hara- &= a1 fodt
ate & & TRy & faRW GAsterur &1 UIae™ SRl ¢ | o1 39 WU &1 SUanT ¥
<1 BI HdSAT Girdl B dee- & 1Y 9% 9a-d I99 9 faa1 S el g2 &1 I8
EC &I Q¥ <=1 & ATfE® TAKIEIUT H3- &7 SHUSR <dl §2” INE Ibid A HgT| URT
21(3) Had “STYRU URTRUfaar # § arp @) o ot
Summarising Section 21(3), Justice Bagchi said that it authorised the EC to devise
procedures for special revision of the electoral roll in case of exceptional

circumstances like a natural disaster. “Otherwise, the EC has to strictly follow Rules
4 to 24 of the Registration of Electors Rules,” Justice Bagchi said.

YRT 21(3) BT IR T HRd gU RN IATA A FHgl fos I8 EC B SRATUROT
giRfRfa S wipfae emuer & Tacrar It & faRiw gasieror & ufshart s &1
Wé‘cﬁ%l “AGYl, EC G Registration of Electors Rules F 49 24 F
Tt W UTe BT gRT,” <ITATe < g 3 $gTl
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e Justice Bagchi and Mr. Singhvi debated on whether giving citizens an option to
choose from as many as 11 ‘indicative’ documents to prove their citizenship and
find their way back to the electoral roll could be considered “voter-inclusive” rather
than “voter-exclusionary”, as argued by the petitioners.

et ARTe ofR oft Rigdt A 59 IR 959 3 15 ARSI DY 30 ARG ar wnfad
FRA R Aderd gt § 909 3 & AU 11 Hehae’ gedaasl 3 9 fddwed oA &l
“HAICTI-TGART THT S YebelT § AT “Haaldl-doids”, S b Anferasrasdtsit = dadbs faar
e The judge pointed out that earlier summary revisions provided a choice of only
seven documents.

RATENRT A T fb Ugd o ARIRT GAAEH0T T dhael AT gardsl &l fadbey faar
ST 4T
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Ald and adwce

LGs nominations without government
nod could affect J&K’s electoral process

he Union Ministry of Home Affairs” asser-
I l tion to the J&K High Court that the Lieute-

nant Governor (LG) can nominate five As-

sembly members without the “aid and advice” of
the elected government overrides democratic ac-
countability. Consequential decisions such as
nominating members who have voting rights in
an elected assembly must flow from democratic
mandate, not administrative discretion. The High
Court’s constitutional question could not be
more direct: do the 2023 amendments to the J&K
Reorganisation Act, allowing the LG to nominate
five Assembly members “which have the poten-
tial of converting the minority government into a
majority government and vice-versa,” violate the
Constitution’s basic structure? Rather than ad-
dressing this, the Ministry delves into legal tech-
nicalities. Its submission argues that nominations
fall outside the elected government’s remit,
seemingly invoking the K. Lakshminarayanan vs
The Union of India precedent from Puducherry
while claiming the “sanctioned strength” in-
cludes elected and nominated members. It even
references Section 12 of the 1963 Union Territo-
ries Act (voting procedures) as justification for by-
passing democratic consultation. When five nom-
inated members could determine government
stability in a 119-member Assembly, the issue
transcends statutory definitions of “sanctioned
strength”. The real question is whether any legal
framework allowing appointed officials to poten-
tially overturn the people’s electoral verdict vio-
lates the democratic essence of the Constitution.
The amendments inserted Sections 15A and
15B into the 2019 Act, allowing the LG to nomi-
nate two Kashmiri migrants (including one wo-
man) and one from the Pakistan-occupied J&K
community, besides the existing power to nomi-
nate two women, if inadequately represented in
the elected Assembly. This effectively creates five
nominated seats. The High Court’s framing of this
issue acknowledges the stakes involved: this
could “convert minority government into major-
ity government and vice-versa”, potentially sub-
verting the electoral process. This concern is not
unsubstantiated — in 2021, three years after
Lakshminarayanan, Puducherry saw nominated
members and defecting elected MLAs contribut-
ing to the collapse of the Congress-led govern-
ment. Also, J&K’s trajectory to Union Territory,
without consultation with elected representa-
tives, makes democratic accountability even
more crucial. The unfulfilled promise of State-
hood restoration, acknowledged by the Supreme
Court and despite overwhelming support in J&K,
reinforces that current arrangements should
strengthen democratic governance. The Minis-
try’s argument that nominations exist “outside
the realm of the business of the elected govern-
ment” also contradicts evolving Supreme Court
jurisprudence. In the Delhi services cases of 2018
and 2023, it ruled that the LG should act on elect-
ed governments’ aid and advice, with discretion-
ary powers treated as exceptions. Seen in this
light, the Ministry’s arguments do not hold water.

Aid and advice

BTl 3R JATES

¢ LG’s nominations without government nod could affect J&K’s
electoral process

WHR Dt Het & foA1 vareh & Fgfeaat swg-sdk &t gardt
ufehar Bt guTiad HT TPl &

Union Ministry of Home Affairs’ assertion to the J&K High Court
TTe HATY DT \_rl'ﬂ{[-aﬂﬁ'\' I AraTad A T

e The Union Ministry of Home Affairs’ assertion to the J&K High Court
that the Lieutenant Governor (LG) can nominate five Assembly
members without the “aid and advice” of the elected government
overrides democratic accountability.

[ HATAY &1 SH]-HHR I YT I T8 <rdl [ 3U IsauTed
(TSI T 88 WBR & “HeHdT 3R Ja1e” & for1 uie faem=agqun
HEY BT I FR THd §, APAiAD Taraea! &) bR Bl g

o Consequential decisions such as nominating members who have
voting rights in an elected assembly must flow from democratic
mandate, not administrative discretion.

T g3 AUyl § Ade &7 SAfUeR 97 g Ied! &1 fFAgfar s
AUl 01T AP diAD SIS § 3 A1, 7 f U= fadd |

o The High Court’s constitutional question could not be more direct: do
the 2023 amendments to the J&K Reorganisation Act, allowing the LG
to nominate five Assembly members “which have the potential of
converting the minority government into a majority government and vice-
versa,” violate the Constitution’s basic structure?

I ATy H1 HaUTHe Uy foepa el §: o1 TR-$RHR Tfe
JAfUFraw o 2023 & WY, S TASH B Ui [AUHTUT Te=! D! A1
B DI A Sl § TR 3euHd WNRBR &I 9gHd | 3R IgAd Bl
3TTHd B Seall off WebdT &7, WIAUH B! el T BT Icad I 872

e Rather than addressing this, the Ministry delves into legal
technicalities.

I IR &M ¢ & FoIg HATT BT ap-iaprarsii & Ias S ¢ |

o Its submission argues that nominations fall outside the elected
government’s remit, seemingly invoking the K. Lakshminarayanan vs
The Union of India precedent from Puducherry while claiming the
“sanctioned strength” includes elected and nominated members.

HaTerT 1 e ¢ fob Mgl Tt 83 WRePR & e A ek 7, 3R I8

ISl & &. ARV 9918 YR Y & 38R0l &1 gardl odl §, 1Y

gmaﬂm%%“@ﬂwm”ﬁgﬁaaﬁ?#@aaﬁﬁwmﬁﬁ
|

¢ |t even references Section 12 of the 1963 Union Territories Act

(voting procedures) as justification for bypassing democratic consultation.

TE 1963 BT Hg WTRIT U STUFTGH B 4RT 12 (HdeH ufpan) &1+ garen adr 8,

aifes Aepdife W] B GRIHTR B &I Tgt g1 S Job |

e When five nominated members could determine government stability in a 119-
member Assembly, the issue transcends statutory definitions of “sanctioned
strength”.
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SIS 119 VSR fAurayT & i i 9ew WHR o fRRAT 79 3R 9ad @, dl
Ig T “Wipd R B B TRHTNT T 3 fed o B

The real question is whether any legal framework allowing appointed officials to
potentially overturn the people’s electoral verdict violates the democratic essence of
the Constitution.

IRAfAS Y TG & [ 1 PIs BT e, o Fgad SReIRET & SFdl &

T &I Ueled Bt ST Sl 8, AU & APdif® R &I Jeaa- ol 6|

The amendments inserted Sections 15A and 15B into the 2019 Act, allowing the LG
to nominate two Kashmiri migrants (including one woman) and one from the
Pakistan-occupied J&K community, besides the existing power to nominate two
women, if inadequately represented in the elected Assembly.

TN 3 2019 & SHTRIFraH T URT 15A 3R 158 ST, a2 Terh! 31 ) S
yaTRE (RIEd Te Afee 2t 2) 3R T uiiar-aiied 9. R 99er 9
Wﬁqﬁaaﬂﬁﬁ&mﬁﬁeﬁ P {ATAT TR T g8 fauraHT H afgarst &1
wfafAftia srait g o < Afgensit & Afd B ot Hicrer wfed +ft o

This effectively creates five nominated seats.

SN gUTdl ¥ 9 g Arfee @ 99 6

The High Court’s framing of this issue acknowledges the stakes involved: this could
“convert minority government into majority government and vice-versa”, potentially
subverting the electoral process.

I R - 39 e, D o dvg ¥ 391 8, 98 aid IR o Ugqell &l Al &dl o
Y “3(cUHd IRPR DI IgHd | 3R TgHd I SfedHd H Feell off 9l &7, forad
AT Ufshar &1 TUTId =0 T HHOIR fhaT T Tl 7 |

This concern is not unsubstantiated — in 2021, three years after
Lakshminarayanan, Puducherry saw nominated members and defecting elected
MLAs contributing to the collapse of the Congress-led government.

g fefdl AR1R 781 § — 2021 B, AgHARIIVE & o9 91d 91, Ygant § 1fid
Tl 3R gaaed g T faurs! 3 SR-Aqd arell RSR & Ud- § dreH fear|
Also, J&K’s trajectory to Union Territory, without consultation with elected
representatives, makes democratic accountability even more crucial.

1Y g, g7 g vfafAfial @ sl & o1 SR &1 g =nfia weRr s,
APdif® Saraed! &1 3R Ht gyl s a1 2|

The unfulfilled promise of Statehood restoration, acknowledged by the Supreme
Court and despite overwhelming support in J&K, reinforces that current
arrangements should strengthen democratic governance.

T4 BT ol I8Td B & e dTe, oy i P A 1t WHR o 5, 3R oy
HIAR T U TS & F1acg, T8 A1fad Bl § [ Aial gaRisl & dwdiiae
RIA D! Holgd HRAT AU

The Ministry’s argument that nominations exist “outside the realm of the business of
the elected government” also contradicts evolving Supreme Court jurisprudence.

AT H1 I8 d% o gfaaat “gril g5 IRPR & SRIST I I8¢ 6, [AHhid ol @l
TIiH HIE B TR 9 of caRrar g

In the Delhi services cases of 2018 and 2023, it ruled that the LG should act on
elected governments’ aid and advice, with discretionary powers treated as
exceptions.

feeett Jar amaal & 2018 3R 2023 T 3rETad - Fgl o Terol &I il g8 TRBR B
HSIQ;:_%GET AT TR HTH BT 91y, 3R fadereh wiferal o1 3ruare & U H <@
SITHT [

Seen in this light, the Ministry’s arguments do not hold water.

3 TPV A ST W, HACHI & b b g1 5|
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ver the past two

decades, China has

entrenched itself as a

dominant actor in
Africa’s mining sector. But signs
are mounting that the tide is
beginning to turn.

A new wave of resistance,
driven by increased scrutiny from
African governments as well as
civil society activism, is starting to
challenge China’s long-standing
dominance in Africa’s mining
industry. Chinese firms have often
failed to deliver promised skills
transfer or infrastructure.
Consequently, African nations are
growingly asserting their rights to
value-added development. The
old model of raw resource
extraction in exchange for
infrastructure or investments is no
longer tenable in a region
demanding agency, accountability,
and economic sovereignty.

No longer passive partners
Africa is home to some of the
world’s richest reserves of critical
minerals. The Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) alone
produces 80% of the world’s
cobalt, a mineral indispensable for
rechargeable batteries. China
controls around 80% of that
output through long-standing
agreements such as the Sino
Congolaise des Mines (Sicomines)
deal, which granted Chinese firms
mining rights in exchange for
infrastructure projects. However,
the benefits to local Congolese
have been disproportionate to the
mineral wealth extracted.
According to the civil society
coalition Congo Is Not for Sale
(CNPAV), tax exemptions granted
to Chinese companies cost the
DRC approximately $132 million in
2024 alone. These losses have
spurred public outrage, and
citizens have called for a full
review of the Sicomines deal.
Further, since the payments are
tied to market prices, there is a
real risk that the country could
receive little or no infrastructure
investment during downturns.
Faced with mounting criticism,
the Congolese government was

Bhattacharya

Associate Fellow
Observer Research
Foundation

Across Africa,
Beijing’s mining
dominance is
now being
scrutinised more
closely, with a
growing
demand for
fairer, more
transparent
partnerships

forced to renegotiate the existing
contracts with China, especially in
light of fluctuating copper prices.
The DRC reportedly plans to
increase its stake in a joint venture
with Chinese firms Sinohydro and
China Railway Group, raising its
ownership from 32% to 70%. Last
year, after Congo’s state-owned
miner, Gecamines, voiced its
opposition, the sale of
Trafigura-backed miner Chemaf
Resources to China’s Norin Mining
was cancelled. In Namibia, China’s
Xinfeng Investments has been
accused of acquiring its lithium
mine through a bribe of N$ 50
million. Over the years, Xinfeng
has exported thousands of tonnes
of raw lithium ore to China but has
not constructed the promised
processing facilities. Workers at
the company have also reported
hazardous working conditions and
substandard housing. In 2023,
China’s Zhejiang Huayou Cobalt
invested $300 million to construct
a lithium processing plant in
Zimbabwe. Most benefits will
likely flow back to China unless
robust regulatory frameworks and
local capacity-building initiatives
are implemented.

China’s dominance has also
triggered environmental and
social concerns. In Hwange
National Park in Zimbabwe,
Chinese firm Sunny Yi Feng’s
application for coal mining
permits has been blocked by
environmental authorities. In
Zambia, a catastrophic acid spill
from a Chinese-owned copper
mine contaminated a significant
tributary of the Kafue River, one of
the country’s most critical water
sources. In Cameroon, resistance
is growing against the massive
Lobé-Kribi Iron Ore Project led by
Sinosteel Cam S.A., a subsidiary of
China’s Sinosteel Corporation.
Local NGOs have warned that the
project threatens ecosystems,
public health, and cultural
heritage. Many community
members see the project as a fait
accompli, pushed through without
adequate consultation or
benefit-sharing.

Across Africa, Beijing’s

once-unquestioned mining
dominance is now being
scrutinised more closely, with a
growing demand for fairer, more
transparent partnerships. This
signals a newfound assertiveness
by African governments, who are
no longer content to act as passive
partners in resource exploitation.

Policy changes

Meanwhile, strategic policy
changes are also occurring. In
2022, Zimbabwe banned the
export of unprocessed lithium to
force investors to build local
processing plants. In 2023,
Namibia implemented a similar
export ban on unprocessed
lithium and other critical
minerals. These countries aim to
retain more value from their
mineral wealth by requiring local
beneficiation. Similar stories are
unfolding across the continent.

Still, policy alone is not enough.

These export bans must match
broader economic strategies to
ensure local participation in
processing and transformation.
Otherwise, they risk simply
shifting exploitation from one
form to another. African leaders
must ensure that domestic
processing leads to fundamental
economic transformation, not just
a new phase of elite capture.

China may still be Africa’s
largest mining partner, but the
future of its dominance is no
longer guaranteed. Moreover, a
clear shift is underway, where
African nations are reasserting
savereignty over their natural
resources. By challenging opaque
contracts, enforcing
environmental standards, and
demanding value addition, they
are redrawing the terms of
engagement. If these trends
continue, African countries are
poised to reshape the global
supply chain for minerals and
their role within it, moving from
exporters of raw materials to
integral partners in the emerging
green economy. This change
would come at the expense of
China’s long-standing dominance
in the African mining sector.

Africa is challenging China’s mining hegemony

PP N F T4 a9 S T ¢ e @
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China’s Dominance in Africa’s Mining Sector

3BIeT & T4 &F § 99 F1UYd

Over the past two decades, China has entrenched itself as a dominant actor in
Africa’s mining sector. But signs are mounting that the tide is beginning to turn.
e <t gl B, D9 3 e &1 it F T &F ° Ue @ faare! & w0 i
RYTfd &R forn g | Ao Hopd i X5 © o ufkfRufaat seam @l 6

A new wave of resistance, driven by increased scrutiny from African governments
as well as civil society activism, is starting to challenge China’s long-standing
dominance in Africa’s mining industry.

AWID! TXBRI B dedl ATT-USATd 3R TNTNG THTS B Aferarar I URd ufaRiy
B T TS TR, SMBIDT &b T IAT § i & o a 7Y A Tt 31T T8 TY ! Tl
ek

Chinese firms have often failed to deliver promised skills transfer or
infrastructure.

I+ Hufai SRR aTeT fid U SIRTa gaiaRor a1 §aTdt & &1 UaH o1 &
fawma @ 8l

Consequently, African nations are increasingly asserting their rights to value-added
development.

; , 3IPIh! TP Heg-afefd fapr & 31U SR &I ol I WU R B
|

The old model of raw resource extraction in exchange for infrastructure or
investments is no longer tenable in a region demanding agency, accountability,
and economic sovereignty.

Tl STaTaeat SR e JUYHT &1 7l &3 aral &3 § giard e a1 fAawr &
5o P TATYAT & gieT $I AT A1ed 34 [ehrs; Tal ¢

No Longer Passive Partners

3 fAferg unfier T8)

Africa is home to some of the world’s richest reserves of critical minerals.

3TPIHT T & R TS USRI &1 IR 8, o wecayel @fe wnfie €
The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) alone produces 80% of the world’s
cobalt a mineral indispensable for rechargeable batteries.

@WW(DRC) 3 g1 & PIFTeE BT 80% ITG BT §, Ol
framiaa defval & o sifard wfe

China controls around 80% of that output through long-standing agreements such as
the Sino Congolaise des Mines (Sicomines) deal, which granted Chinese firms
mining rights in exchange for infrastructure projects.

I I IUTG BT AU 80% Tid THT J Tl 3 Ig FHHdl, o R wi-nae 4
HTEY (Sicomines) A¢, & A1ed ¥ AR ol g, forem @i+ sufral & gfard
e gREreHTS & gad T SfeR Tl
However, the benefits to local Congolese have been disproportionate to the
mineral wealth extracted.
gIetifap, Rﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂhﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ&ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ
SRHTIUT S B 5 |
According to the civil society coalition Congo Is Not for Sale (CNPAYV), tax
exemptions granted to Chinese companies cost the DRC approximately $132
million in 2024 alone.

fifae Jrarsdl Ted YR HiF 59 Al Wi Ad (CNPAV) & IR, T 6=l &l
faU 7T B e & HRUT dad 2024 T 5 DRC I TFTHT $132 FAfera=T &1 Joam gal
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o These losses have spurred public outrage, and citizens have called for a full review
of the Sicomines deal.

I THUM A T ST B USHIT §, 3R ANRD! = Sicomines IS H I THiadm
! i &1 g

e Since the payments are tied to market prices, there is a real risk that the country
could receive little or no infrastructure investment durin % downturns.

Hfeh YT FTSIR PIHAT A FST 2, T aRdias Siad ¢ b Hat & SR o &l
9gd BH U1 IS gFard) aiar Frawr 781 fird gepa

e Faced with mounting criticism, the Congolese government was forced to
renegotiate the existing contracts with China, especially in light of fluctuating
copper prices.

Gl AT BT YIEAT HRd gU, BRNE WRPR I 94 & 1Y Hielar sl &I fhr
Y FTadtd B UL, @R a1d B PTG SAR-9eE S T A

e The DRC reportedly plans to increase its stake in a joint venture with Chinese
firms Sinohydro and China Railway Group, raising its ownership from 32% to
70%.

ST STl & fob DRC 3ot feiert i+t duf=l Sinohydro iR A18HT Yerd JU &
1Y U YT STH T 32% T TGIHR 70% H P! Ao &1 38T 8

o Last year, after Congo’s state-owned miner, Gecamines, voiced its opposition, the
sale of Trafigura-backed miner Chemaf Resources to China’s Norin Mining was
cancelled.

UBd I1d, S Bt ERBRY G HUHT Gecamines & fRIY & T1e, SIBIRT
FUfAd W4 Ul Chemaf Resources @1 14 @1 AR ATSFRT D foeht 38 dR 1
TS

¢ In Namibia, China’s Xinfeng Investments has been accused of acquiring its
lithium mine through a bribe of N$ 50 million.

arfifear |, 19 @ Xinfeng el TR N$ 50 fAfera= &1 g SR 3uT
gy @M g1 S &1 SR

o Over the years, Xinfeng has exported thousands of tonnes of raw lithium ore to
China but has not constructed the promised processing facilities.
I ¥, Xinfeng 7 &= fAf¥aw srRe & goIRI e 94 & fafd fou §, afes arer
3T 7T yeEp T WH A &1 i 5l fhar g

e Workers at the company have also reported hazardous working conditions and
substandard housing.

HUA & HHAING!  GaR-TP HRI uRfeufeal 3R 7S I 9 3mar &1 off
RIdrd &t 5

e In 2023, China’s Zhejiang Huayou Cobalt invested $300 million to construct a
lithium processing plant in Zimbabwe.

2023 T, 9 @1 FMIRT g3 diaTee + forarsd & te fafay g I
M & forg $300 ffera= @1 o= foea

o Most benefits will likely flow back to China unless robust regulatory frameworks
and local capacity-building initiatives are implemented.

9 d% Heigd e e 3R RITHIT &Adar-[eTd ugdl & ] -Tg! (a1 ST, a9
qP SIS AT FYad: T DI 81 IIY S|

China’s dominance has also triggered environmental and social concerns

A &1 aiva vafaeoiia ok AT fRidrel & i s ¢ g @

e In Hwange National Park in Zimbabwe, Chinese firm Sunny Yi Feng’s application
for coal mining permits has been blocked by environmental authorities.
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foraTad & it AREe ud O, AT Ut I A I o HIe G IRIEE & 3Tded
&1 JaiaRUNg TSRO gRT e foam ma |
In Zambia, a catastrophic acid spill from a Chinese-owned copper mine
contaminated a significant tributary of the Kafue River, one of the country’s most
critical water sources.
sifreran §, i+ Wi arell SR O3+ 9 faame Y Thrs e 2 oy =dt o
?Wwﬁaﬁwﬁaaﬁm, S S & Y Hg@yul ot il 8 ¥ U

I

In Cameroon, resistance is growing against the massive Lobé-Kribi Iron Ore
Project led by Sinosteel Cam S.A., a subsidiary of China’s Sinosteel Corporation.
Fu 1§, A Bt REARST STURIM 31 GeTd Ho-l RIFRETT $H S.A. GRI
Tnferd fasmer @e-fpdt SR 3R ufaier T & Raars fjiy o @1 R

Local NGOs have warned that the project threatens ecosystems, public health, and
cultural heritage.

R TSital = JaraHt <t § o ag ufaern uikfRufaes @, arde—e W@ sik
Tivgpfas favmad & fore @avr g1

Many community members see the project as a fait accompli, pushed through
without adequate consultation or benefit-sharing.

FS GG & T 39 UNRAeH] &1 Ud fAifda 9 amd €, for vafe urm=f ar am-
JISHUT & o1 31T S T g

Across Africa, Beijing’s once-unquestioned mining dominance is now being
scrutinised more closely, with a growing demand for fairer and more transparent
partnerships.

R 3pleT H, ST BT Bt 3ee T geka 319 31 SRIP! A il o W1 8, 3R
3T TR 3R UReRif ArRerial 3 7 §g < R

This signals a newfound assertiveness by African governments, who are no longer
content to act as passive partners in resource exploitation.

g MBI WBR] P T HTHAYTT BT Hbd g, Sl 3d ITq1YA gig— & FAfspg unfier
EERGERRSGE S

Policy changes

In 2022, Zimbabwe banned the export of unprocessed lithium to force investors to
build local processing plants.

2022 T, forarsd - SrvRiRepd fafm & fafd iR ufasy aman arfes o=t o1
R YR G G & ol TofaR T S Heb |

In 2023, Namibia implemented a similar export ban on unprocessed lithium and
other critical minerals.

2023 T, AT 7 v farfay ik o ggayul @i & Fafd iR 3t e
&1 Ufdsy AR foba

These countries aim to retain more value from their mineral wealth by requiring local
beneficiation.

Y G IR ATHBRT THRHRUT B! SHTRASHT b AT F 30+ Jiol Hual J D
T §-TY [RGT 318 g

Similar stories are unfolding across the continent.

HETEd HR H 34! OXE B HeT-a] A o QT 6|

Still, policy alone is not enough.

o oft, Haa Hifa tmf&r?l‘s"r% |

These export bans must match broader economic strategies to ensure local
participation in processing and transformation.

Page3 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

2 fafa ufadel o g SR uRads & R Uit gHfyd A & forg
AT 3T e & A W Afe Ul

Otherwise, they risk simply shifting exploitation from one form to another.

YT, T Had Th T Y IR U & YU RIFTIRT 81 &1 Wl g

African leaders must ensure that domestic processing leads to fundamental
economic transformation, not just a new phase of elite capture.

SPIDT 13l DI Tg AT BT AT [ IR YRIEHRUT gl AT gfead=T
DI 3R o A, 9 & FHaa e a7 & Feat & U 9T IR0 &1 3R

China may still be Africa’s largest mining partner, but the future of its dominance is
no longer guaranteed.

A 31t 21t SMTPIHT BT YR TST T AR Bl Fehell &, Afh1 I8P gdwd ol Hid™
39 gRfya T 7

Moreover, a clear shift is underway, where African nations are reasserting
sovereignty over their natural resources.

TP 311, U WY Jaald 9d <61 5, SIg1 SHTpIdb! Y U UIPpfad HHI] W)
TyYT R & RAIfid #X B B

By challenging opaque contracts, enforcing environmental standards, and
demanding value addition, they are redrawing the terms of engagement.

Y T BT I ThR, UGTaR0T AFS! Bl AF] HReb IR Yed Tae= o1 7
HP, d [T B Tl B! hR J gRYTRT HR R B

If these trends continue, African countries are poised to reshape the global supply
chain for minerals and their role within it, moving from exporters of raw materials
to integral partners in the emerging green economy.

e A T TR I8 €, A Sipip! S @ieen @t afYe smyfed e sk 3w s
Yf¥eT o) fhR q PR 37 & ot R &, v "1e & FHafae! @ IwRdt sia
rforawr & ifira wrgiert & uRafda 81 ) €

This change would come at the expense of China’s long-standing dominance in
the African mining sector.

g ISAd MBI T & A T4 & d THY A Tl 3T I8 gI9d ! HIHd TR AT
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Record violence marks Israel’s push towards West Bank annexation

Displacement of Palestinians in West Bank has hit levels not seen since the start of Israel’s occupation, says the UN

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

day after Prime Minister
A Benjamin Netanyahu said

that Israel intends to take
full control of the Gaza Strip, the
country’s security cabinet, on Au-
gust 8, approved a plan to seize
control of Gaza City. Israel then
stepped up its bombardment.

While Israel continues to pound
one of Palestine’s non-contiguous
regions — Gaza — and push its so-
ciety to the brink, it is slowly as-
serting “sovereignty” over the oth-
er — West Bank. Last month, the
Israeli Parliament voted in favour
of a historic declaration that offi-
cially supported the application of
Israeli sovereignty to West Bank,
which the Israelis refer to as Judea
and Samaria. While the motion
carried no immediate legal bear-
ing, it is seen as a political step to-
wards annexation.

In July 2024, Israel had declared
that it was opposed to the esta-
blishment of a Palestinian state
west of the Jordan river. This time,
as the Knesset voted in favour of
the non-binding motion, its speak-
er declared, “In 1967, the occupa-
tion did not start, it ended. That is
the historical truth, and the one
and only way to reach genuine
peace is from [a position of] pow-

er”

While West Bank has been un-
der Israeli occupation since 1967,
data shows that Israel’s position of
power over the West Bank has in-
tensified since October 7, 2023,
with a record number of displace-
ments, settler attacks, and a stifled
economy. Settler attacks in this
analysis only involves incidents of
violence, intimidation or trespass
by Israeli settlers against Palesti-
nians in West Bank.

More than 600 Palestinians
have been killed by Israeli forces
or settler attacks in West Bank
since 2024. This is 28% of all Pales-
tinians killed in the region in near-
ly two decades (Chart 1).

The number of attacks by Israeli
settlers, which either resulted in
casualties or damages to property,
surged post-2023 (Chart 2).

West Bank has witnessed 3,500
such attacks since 2023. This ac-
counted for 40% of all attacks by
Israeli settlers on Palestinians in
the last two decades. In 2024, this
figure climbed to an all-time high
in nearly two decades. Survey data
from the Israel Democracy Insti-
tute shows over 40% Israelis think
that settlers who engaged in vio-
lence are treated very leniently by
the Israeli forces (Chart 3).

The region also saw a high num-
ber of displacements of Palesti-
nians in the 2023-2025 period due
to Israeli military operations, or
settler violence, or access restric-
tions, or demolitions. The United
Nations on July 15 this year said
that displacement in West Bank
had hit levels not seen since the
start of Israel’s occupation nearly
60 years ago.

More than 4,000 people were
displaced from West Bank in 2024
— the highest number recorded
since 2009. Additionally, 29,338
Palestinians have been displaced
due to operations by Israeli forces
in the Jenin and Tulkaram camps
in the northern region of West
Bank in 2025 (Chart 4).

Data also shows that more than
3,000 Palestinian homes and oth-
er structures have been either de-
molished, seized, or sealed since
2023 in West Bank (Chart 5).

More than a hundred outposts
were newly built since 2023 in
West Bank. Outposts refer to Israe-
li settlements, considered illegal
even under Israeli law. In 2024
alone, 61 such outposts were built
— the highest in a year since 1990
(Chart 6).

With the number of illegal set-
tlers increasing to more than 5
lakh in 2023, from less than 5,000
in 1977, the situation in West Bank
already echoes the Knesset speak-
er’s statement from last month. He
said, “We are here to stay, and the
Knesset has said this by a large ma-
jority.”

West Bank under siege

The data for the charts are sourced from the UN OCHA, Peace Now,

and the Israel Democracy Institute

Chart 1: Number of Palestinians killed by Israeli forces
or settlers in the West Bank

Chart 2: Attacks by Israeli settlers against Palestinians
that resulted in casualities and/or property damage
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Chart 3: Over 40% Israelis think that settlers who

engaged in violence were treated very leniently by the
Israeli forces
Response | Israeli citizens (%)
Too harshly 234
Too leniently 42.1
Appropriately 234

Respondents were answering the question “How are the
security forces and enforcement agencies treating settlers
involved in violent acts against Palestinians in the West Bank
/Judea and Somaria?”

Chart 4: Palestinians displaced in West Bank due to Israeli
military operations or settler violence
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Chart5: i ture:
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Chart 6: The number of outposts established since the 1990s
in the West Bank
61

60
Outposts are Israeli settlements that
were established since the 1990s without
government approval and are considered n
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Record Violence Marks Israel’s Push Towards West Bank
Annexation

R dF Bl e & foru soRTsd B HIREN & Rore fEa

o Displacement of Palestinians in West Bank has hit levels not seen since the start of
Israel’s occupation, says the UN.

|G Y (UN) F ISR, a¥¢ d & fpReiifral &1 IRt serTsa & Hout 31
YEHTA & 916G U S WR 6] o1 7T, I WR qP Ugd T 5

Israel’s Actions in Gaza and West Bank

TURTS B Mol 3R 9% §F A PRarg

e A day after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that Israel intends to take full
control of the Gaza Strip, the country’s security cabinet, on August 8, approved a
plan to seize control of Gaza City.

T e 18 o T3 FITRA Aa=aTg 3 $e [ ST el gt W 11 Fraaor
A BT SITST T €, I B! P& HfaAe 3 8 P HI TrelT Rt W w0y g ot
BIEBICAR:SRIRAL
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Israel then stepped up its bombardment.

3P dIG SORI3d - THERT a9l B of |

While Israel continues to pound one of Palestine’s non-contiguous regions —
Gaza — and push its society to the brink, it is slowly asserting “sovereignty” over
the other — West Bank.

e ZoRTEd AR & SRIUd &3 — TSN TR §HT SR} 3T § SR ST FHTe!
aﬁﬂm%ﬁm?n% I8 dR-4R g &8 — e dF W oot ardWifirear =it
RGN

Last month, the Israeli Parliament voted in favour of a historic declaration that
officially supported the application of Israeli sovereignty to West Bank, which the
Israelis refer to as Judea and Samaria.

fUze 7, SoRTSel I¥¢ 7 Ue Ufagiiies Tiwun & ue § AdeM fbar, o 3fiieiie
FU Y SoR1SA 31 AT &) dRe §F R T HA H1 990 Bt g, o

ORISR QN SfSar N7 qrafvar Fed g

While the motion carried no immediate legal bearing, it is seen as a political step
towards annexation.

gl S URATd BT dabTd BT SRR a1 UT, T 596 & foId IS iTad heH
AT ST &

In July 2024, Israel had declared that it was opposed to the establishment of a
Palestinian state west of the Jordan river.

S[ATS 2024 T, SHR1SA = G0N Bt 2 fb a8 Sife A & uffm & fpferedi=i Irsa o1
RITOAT BT foRTY Rl g |

As the Knesset voted in favour of the non-binding motion, its speaker declared, “In
1967, the occupation did not start, it ended. That is the historical truth, and the one
and only way to reach genuine peace is from [a position of] power.”

I PN H IR-SIASR TdTa & U&l & T [bdT, al 39d el - Hal, “1967 1,
FHeoll IR -To gofT YT, Tg THI g | Tg! CfagRie =g 7, 3R arafa® wifd a&
Ugd- &1 THAHE deio] Jifad @ fRAfT I 517

While West Bank has been under Israeli occupation since 1967, data shows that
Israel’s position of power over West Bank has intensified since October 7, 2023,
with a record number of displacements, settler attacks, and a stifled economy.
afh I 9 1967 | FURTSC ool A ¢, 3fids @ § fb 7 3ragar 2023 T o
d% IR SURTEd P Wfaa Bt R 5¢ 715 8, forgd RepTe T § wyaiaror, s9rae
A 3R gaT g Srfeaawyr Hd g1

Settler attacks in this analysis involve incidents of violence, intimidation or
trespass by Israeli settlers against Palestinians in West Bank.

29 [aeayor & SIge gHal | fedT, ST AT SIfAshHuT &1 ge-Td M &, off aXe §
o ORI STaC HRA ardl gRT fOhferd=at & faar &t 718 ¢ |

More than 600 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli forces or settler attacks in
West Bank since 2024.

goz4®é€é$ﬁmgﬁaﬁmmawﬁﬁeooﬁamﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ=ﬂwﬁw
i

This is 28% of all Palestinians killed in the region in nearly two decades.

Ig &7 T s Ay of axe! | AR ¢ eft e &1 28% g

The number of attacks by Israeli settlers, resulting in casualties or property
damage surged post 2023

SORISC! SYTde B ardl gIRT fhU T gHA! B TaT, fo=4 gif=rar ar Jufyy &1
TJHA S §, 2023 & 916 9¢ TS|

West Bank has witnessed 3,500 such attacks since 2023, accounting for 40% of all
attacks by Israeli settlers on Palestinians in the last two decades.
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I §% T 2023 | 3,500 TH FUA UG, ol (USA &l a=1h! § fOhferiii-—al IR goRmgal
SHTaC gRT fory 7T A2t g BT 40% B

In 2024, this figure climbed to an all-time high in nearly two decades.

2024 7 8 SficreT Rsa a1 <1 1§ waife q% uge Tl

Survey data from the Israel Democracy Institute shows over 40% Israelis think that
settlers who engaged in violence are treated very leniently by the Israeli forces.

SORTSA SHIhH! Sfeege & A&l ST ¥ Udl Iadl § [ 40% & 3ifire gerTgelt
g%ﬁ?%%mﬁwmwaﬂﬁmé?mumaﬁmmamw
EiIE]

The region also saw a high number of displacements of Palestinians in the 2023-
2025 period due to Israeli military operations, settler violence, access
restrictions, or demolitions.

= 8 & 2023-2025 At ¥ ARG} & Io7 RieiaRor 38 7Y, S soRTEe O
TaTe, g9Tde 391, Ugd ufdee a1 %649 & HRUI gU|

The United Nations on July 15 this year said that displacement in West Bank had
hit levels not seen since the start of Israel’s occupation nearly 60 years ago.
ﬂgﬂﬁﬂg?fsﬂaﬁwqm%ﬁwﬁsée%ﬁwﬁ@wwu@w%
S SORTSH & Hool B LIATT & THIHT 60 TS Ugd & §1G -Ta] ol 7|

More than 4,000 people were displaced from West Bank in 2024 — the highest
number recorded since 2009.

2024 T 3% 9% ¥ 4,000 T 3 @R faRAfid gU — ST 2009 & q1¢ gt HI 15
e Sif¥e H@=I 5|

Additionally, 29,338 Palestinians have been displaced due to operations by Israeli
forces in the Jenin and Tulkaram camps in the northern region of West Bank in
2025.

% 3Mfalad, 29,338 e 2025 7 a% 9 & I &8 T A 3R qaH™
Rfa’t & soRTgelt 9l & Harad & HRUT fqRAfid gul

Data also shows that more than 3,000 Palestinian homes and structures have
been either demolished, seized, or sealed since 2023 in West Bank.

1 g i ferdr g 7 3% § & 2023 ¥ 3,000 ¥ 3if¥e fpferai-l @R 3R T=Ag
1 dl S, ofed, 1 W &1 TS ¢

More than a hundred outposts were newly built since 2023 in West Bank. Outposts
refer to Israeli settlements considered illegal under Israeli law.

% 9 H 2023 T 100 | AP AMITURT U 1T Y & | TSCURE I T
SORTSA SUTde 9 §, T SISl ST & agd Sae A Sdi 6 |

In 2024 alone, 61 such outposts were built — the highest in a year since 1990.

Fad 2024 T, 61 T ATITUIRT ¢ 7T — ST 1990 & d1¢ fHdt avf A o aiftres
gl

With the number of illegal settlers increasing to more than 5 lakh in 2023, from
less than 5,000 in 1977, the situation in West Bank already echoes the Knesset
speaker’s statement from last month.

I 9 H dY IHTdE B aTal I AT 2023 § 5 9@ A U 81 718 8, 5 1977
T 5,000 ¥ HH A, SR I 56 Pt [T U &) U 7SR Fc 3 & g B

ST i B

He said, “We are here to stay, and the Knesset has said this by a large majority.”

IEH Pl “TH Tg 1 & L €, SR P A s/ il sgaa A der e’
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QY YIRf HRA BIS W &

3. Home Ministry clears first-ever cadre review of BSF
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aggﬂmmﬁswﬁaﬁusﬁ%?mﬁ&nﬁﬁqﬂ
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®3 AN 3G WIReH A AAIS Bl SRATPR Hd 8
o ST W ufasy A8 §
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STg P Feure H- arel gTAdl I gr 3@ & forg
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Ration at your doorstep

Govt. tweaks export promotion
plan to soften blow of U.S. tariffs

Tariff-hit sectors such as textiles, shrimp exporters, and organic chemicals to become new focus of the Export Promotion

Micsion announced in the Budget; MSME exporters will get credit guarantees, speedy clearances, and export incentives

T C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Indian govern-
Tment is tweaking
its earlier plans for

an Export Promotion Mis-
sion to make it more target-
ed towards specific sectors
in the wake of the in-
creased tariffs imposed by
the U.S. on imports from
India, The Hindu has
learnt.

This would entail reduc-
ing the cost of credit for
medium, small and micro
enterprise (MSME) borrow-
ers in the worst-hit sectors,
expediting clearances, and
providing them with some
sort of export incentives. It
is a joint effort across sev-
eral Ministries and involves
detailed consultations with
industry stakeholders.

The sectors which will
face the brunt of the U.S.
tariffs are apparel and tex-
tiles, shrimp exporters, or-

Bracing forimpact

The govt. is tweaking its Export Promotion Mission to target the
sectors that will Iikely be worst-affected by Trump’s tariffs

]

B Affected sectors will include textiles,
“ organic chemicals, and machinery

;‘ e

1. ® This effort, spanning across
Ministries, provides easier export
credit access and speedier clearances
for MSME exporters

- » @ {g;

m An official confirmed that a credit
guarantee scheme was being
prepared to help exporters

ganic chemicals, and ma-
chinery and mechanical
appliances, according to
an analysis by the Global
Trade Research Initiative.

To offer greater aid

“The Export Promotion
Mission announced in the
latest Budget is being
tweaked now to provide
more help to particular
sectors that are likely to be
hit by the [U.S.] tariffs,” a
senior government official

told The Hindu, speaking
on the condition of ano-
nymity. “The broad con-
tours are to provide credit
guarantees to MSME ex-
porters, speed up their
clearances, and there is
some discussion on how to
provide export incentives,”
the government official
added.

In the Union Budget for
2025-26, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had
announced an Export Pro-

motion Mission with a
¥2,250 crore allocation for
the current financial year,
which would “facilitate ea-
sy access to export credit,
cross-border factoring sup-
port, and support to
MSMEs to tackle non-tariff
measures in  overseas
markets”.

The official said that the
tweaked Mission would
cover these targets as well,
adding that the Mission
would now include coordi-
nation with the Ministry of
Textiles and Department of
Fisheries, in addition to Mi-
nistries of Commerce, Fi-
nance, and MSME.

Industry players have al-
so confirmed that the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and
Industry has been in regu-
lar touch with them to re-
ceive their feedback and
inputs. Trade analysts, too,
confirmed this.

“Internally, authorities
are consulting extensively

with exporters and sector
representatives to fine-
tune immediate relief mea-
sures and shape a long-
term, resilient trade strate-
gy capable of withstanding
global shocks,” said Krish-
an Arora, Partner at Grant
Thornton Bharat.

Focus on MSME exports
Separately, a Finance Mi-
nistry official also con-
firmed that the Ministry
was coordinating with oth-
ers to come up with a
scheme that could address
some of the issues being
faced by these exporters.
The government had, as
far back as January, an-
nounced a credit guaran-
tee scheme for the MSME
sector, which would cover
loans up to T100 crore. The
Finance Ministry official
said that this scheme was
being revamped to “focus
on the export aspects of
these MSMES’ activities™.

Govt. tweaks export promotion plan to soften blow of U.S.

tariffs

AR

a1 g1 § aearg fean

I[P & YHUTT Bl HH B & fog WRoR A Frafa
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Tariff-hit sectors such as textiles, shrimp exporters, and organic
chemicals to become new focus of the Export Promotion Mission
announced in the Budget; MSME exporters will get credit guarantees,
speedy clearances, and export incentives.

e A yurfad &= 9 & aw, s Fafae iR siiifae e &t
goie | gifva frafa dasda fmm &1 731 wisw s9mr s, MsMmE fafast o
Hige TRA, a1 wepdt ok frafa dieamg= fie|

The Indian government is tweaking its earlier plans for an Export Promotion
Mission to make it more targeted towards specific sectors in the wake of the
increased tariffs imposed by the U.S. on imports from India, The Hindu has learnt.

RO DR 30 Ugdl & fForafa dad frmm &) dierrei § saog o 3@ ¢ dife
Ig fafry &= WR aifties wifard 8 9, SrAfYeT gRT HRd ¥ 3Td IR QU 7T ¢R® &
HeoR, The Hindu A STH&®RT U &t |

This would entail reducing the cost of credit for medium, small and micro
enterprise (MSME) borrowers in the worst-hit sectors, expediting clearances,
and providing them with some sort of export incentives.

OH gad guTfad &3 & dead, 9y iR g&H ST9 (MSME) SURPalsi & forg
P& AR HH H31, Hopdt ufthar § ol a1 3R I fordlt U R &1 fafa wiearg=
Y& AT A SR

It is a joint effort across several Ministries and involves detailed consultations
with industry stakeholders.

g s WATAT] § g YT § 3R S ST fRaUR®! & Iy fawgd =t
M B

The sectors which will face the brunt of the U.S. tariffs are apparel and textiles,
shrimp exporters, organic chemicals, and machinery and mechanical
appliances, according to an analysis by the Global Trade Research Initiative.
Global Trade Research Initiative &% faZcvur & STTUR, ISE ?33?[ R Gl'ﬁﬁ?ﬁ
BT JaY 34 THE TS 3 § TRY 3R g%, i fafas, W%ﬁweﬁv
T vd gife Iudu|

To offer greater aid

ST TETadr UgH H¥1 & farg

“The Export Promotion Mission announced in the latest Budget is being tweaked
now to provide more help to particular sectors that are likely to be hit by the [U.S.]
tariffs,” a senior government official told The Hindu, speaking on the condition of
anonymity.

“gTd & gele & Uiivd frafa Jad= fRe &1 o9 9ea o 34 oy &t &1 3ifi® Aeg
U $34 & AT GR far o1 1 8, 5 W (3R] TRW &1 e s &) GHTaT
8, U RS TR&BRY RGN A The Hindu & 1T 7 §aH &I I TR Fa[|

“The broad contours are to provide credit guarantees to MSME exporters, speed
up their clearances, and there is some discussion on how to provide export
incentives,” the government official added.

“HBI W T8 & fb MSME frafast &1 shfSe TR uam &1 Wi, 3! wepdt
Afshar &1 o foar 9T, ST frafa vieare 33 QU St 59 R 991 51 61 6, SHUdRT
a3 STl

In the Union Budget for 2025-26, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had
announced an Export Promotion Mission with a ¥2,250 crore allocation for the
current financial year, which would “facilitate easy access to export credit, cross-
border factoring support, and support to MSMEs to tackle non-tariff measures in
overseas markets.”

2025-26 & T geie A, o 74 fAeter Faryor 3 gdam fa<iia oy & forw 22,250
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S & 3Mde & 9y frafa Jae fier ot divon 61 &, o frafa siee g e
Ugd, ¥ UR el 9mdH 3R MSME ! fac=il SRl § AR-Y[e® Surdi ¥ fAued
CARIYCERE eI

The official said that the tweaked Mission would cover these targets as well, adding

that the Mission would now include coordination with the Ministry of Textiles and
Department of Fisheries, in addition to Ministries of Commerce, Finance, and
MSME.

SRR A FeT [ WM e 37 e 31 ft FaR 0 oik fiRE 7 o awa
TATE 3R TSl Ura-T fAURT & 91 go-ag fie g1, 9% Siarar arforsy, fas
3R MSME TaTerg ff S99 =nfira g1

Industry players have also confirmed that the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
has been in regular touch with them to receive their feedback and inputs. Trade
analysts, too, confirmed this.

I Raafeat 7 +ft gfd ) § for anforey ok ST wammera fRafia &9 9 399
wfaferar 3R eima U oA & forg Tuds & g1 SR fazave! 3 oft 39 gf® 1)

“Internally, authorities are consulting extensively with exporters and sector
representatives to finetune immediate relief measures and shape a long-term,
resilient trade strategy capable of withstanding global shocks,” said Krishan Arora,
Partner at Grant Thornton Bharat.

“3aRe® U ¥, fBR amus & ¥ frafae! sk & wfafalka @ wmsf s @ 8
1o eehTel Mg SUT ! FHITI fohaT off ¥ 3R Srefapifers, adielt samuR
YU IR &1 1 Ao il afYh SIch! BT ATHAT I Uab,” b= 3RIST, Aie Ui-e
YRA & TIER A HgT|
Focus on MSME exports

MsME frafa &R wiew

Separately, a Finance Ministry official also confirmed that the Ministry was
coordinating with others to come up with a scheme that could address some of the
issues being faced by these exporters.

d 3Adl, U fad daAred siftreprt = 1t gfy o1 o darer o faumtl & ary
-9 &R IET § difs Ueb TSI ST T G oft 39 frafaesl gR1 ame &t o 36 o6
FHE13 Pl § B b |
The government had, as far back as January, announced a credit guarantee
scheme for the MSME sector, which would cover loans up to ¥100 crore.

PR A U5 g1 adt § MSME & & fou hfge MR aiern o1 °ivon &t o, st
2100 HAS dF P BUI H] HAR B |
The Finance Ministry official said that this scheme was being revamped to “focus on
the export aspects of these MSMEs’ activities.”

fat Hamera & 3ifIeRY 3 g1 {5 59 Ao ! bk ¥ daR far o 387§ a1fds 39
MSME Tifafaftrt & frafa uggsit &R e ofgd fosar s 9|
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‘Undocumented migrants leaving
Vla eastern border tripled in 2025

Vijaita Sin
NEW DELHI

The number of undocu-
mented migrants — sus-
pected to be from Bangla-
desh — apprehended by the
Border Security Force
(BSF) while attempting to
voluntarily leave India
through the eastern border
this year was over three
times higher than in 2024,
government data show.

In 2024, as many as
1,049 undocumented peo-
ple were apprehended
while leaving the country
while till July 15 this year,
3,536 undocumented peo-
ple were caught by the BSF,
a senior government offi-
cial said. The number of
people who were stopped
when they tried to enter
the country from Bangla-
desh last year stood at
2,425, while till July 15 this
year, the number was
1,372.

The official said that
post the political changes
in neighbouring Bangla-
desh on August 5, 2024,
there has been a surge in
the number of undocu-
mented migrants exiting

Close watch: BSF personnel patrol along the India-Bangladesh
border in Agartala. pTi

the country voluntarily.

The voluntary exits are
different from the “push-
back” drive against alleged
illegal migrants being pur-
sued by police across the
country on the directions
of the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) after the Pahal-
gam terror attack on April
22.

After the regime change
in Bangladesh last year, the
MHA asked police to detect
and deport Bangladeshis
who had illegally entered
the country and were living
here on forged documents.
The drive assumed mo-
mentum after the Pahal-
gam terror attack and the

MHA asked States to deport
the undocumented mi-
grants but in most cases
“pushback” is happening,
the latter not defined un-
der law. According to va-
rious estimates, around
2,500 people, thought to
be from Bangladesh have
been “pushed back” across
the eastern border.

Rajya Sabha member Sa-
mirul Islam, from the Tri-
namool Congress, said that
at least seven people from
West Bengal who were “il-
legally pushed into Bangla-
desh by the BSF” have
been brought back because
of the State government’s
efforts and after the fami-

Undocumented migrants leaving

lies filed habeas corpus pe-
titions in the Calcutta High
Court. The BSF has denied
the “pushback”.

A senior BSF official said
that the force, deployed
along the 4,096-km border
with Bangladesh has been

on a heightened vigil since _

August 2024, with instruc-
tions from the MHA “to not
allow anyone into the
country without valid doc-
uments”.

“Undocumented  mi-
grants leaving the country
voluntarily is not a new
trend. In the past also, we
have caught both Indians
and Bangladeshis crossing
the border illegally. Post
August 2024, however
there has been a sharp in-
crease in the number of
such people leaving India.
If they are not involved in a
serious crime, we let them
go as keeping them here
entails registration of a
long legal procedure,” the
BSF official said.

Since 2018, as many as
17,637 Bangladeshi nation-
als were intercepted by the
BSF along the eastern bor-
der while 3,342 individuals
were caught in 2023.

QY AR HRA BIS | &

The number of undocumented migrants — suspected to be from Bangladesh
— apprehended by the Border Security Force (BSF) while attempting to
voluntarily leave India through the eastern border this year was over three
times higher than in 2024, government data show.

wmqﬁﬁm%mmﬁﬁmﬁm@sﬁmmmwvﬂm
9 (BSF) §RT U 7T 3aY YaTid) $1 AT — S ISR & 81 P18 & —
2024 &1 AT A & AT I I, TRPRY 3k FaTd

In 2024, as many as 1,049 undocumented people were apprehended while
leaving the country while till July 15 this year, 3,536 undocumented people
were caught by the BSF, a senior government official said.
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2024 ®, 3T BISd THYT 1,049 343 AN UHs T A, WP 7 T 15 JATS dP,
3,536 3[dY TNT BSF gRT UHS 7T, Th gy IRPRI AfUSR 3 HT

e The number of people who were stopped when they tried to enter the country from
Bangladesh last year stood at 2,425, while till July 15 this year, the number was
1,372.

fUEe UTe oa TR TSR U G H T S & Y R 3@ 3, dl 3 AT 47 8RR
D! WESAT 2,425 ft, Tafdh U A1 15 JATS aF, Tg TS 1,372 2|
e The official said that post the political changes in neighbouring Bangladesh on

August 5, 2024, there has been a surge in the number of undocumented migrants
exiting the country voluntarily.

ISR A Hal fh TSI AT | 5 3R 2024 P AP TGATd P JIe, AT
| A DI 1A Y YA F T F 9L g o

e The voluntary exits are different from the “pushback” drive against alleged illegal
migrants being pursued by police across the country on the directions of the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) after the Pahalgam terror attack on April 22.

www.patrioticias.in

3 WD ¥ e ara yardt 39 « » U § ST 5, O gfor =R &
ey yaTRal & RIaTws, 7 HATTd (MHA) & SR R, 22 e & UgerTd
ATAPaTd g P §1C Iell <& B

e After the regime change in Bangladesh last year, the MHA asked police to detect
and deport Bangladeshis who had illegally entered the country and were living here
on forged documents.

fUsd T SiraTesT | XM Uikads & &6, MHA 3 9o 3 &gl fo 9 94
aﬂa@mwww@?ﬁﬁwﬁaﬁ S8l 3y ®u § T & yaw foar ik
Tl ST & YR W Igi E @ U

e The drive assumed momentum after the Pahalgam terror attack and the MHA
asked States to deport the undocumented migrants but in most cases “pushback”
is happening, the latter not defined under law. According to various estimates,
around 2,500 people, thought to be from Bangladesh have been “pushed back”
across the eastern border.

YT SMTadhdle! gHAT & dIc I8 NI TIfd Udhe T 3R MHA = 54! 9 &gl
P 3 Sy FATRI & FIsbTRId $3, ARp e i= Tmel § "qude” 8 361 ¢, B
ST | URHTRG et foban mar 81 fafist S/H & 3R, TTHT 2,500 TRT, S
SRR & B 1 Ule 8, I T AT  UR "qxiSe b e 2|

e Rajya Sabha member Samirul Islam, from the Trinamool Congress, said that at
least seven people from West Bengal who were “illegally pushed into
Bangladesh by the BSF” have been brought back because of the State
government’s efforts and after the families filed habeas corpus petitions in the
Calcutta High Court. The BSF has denied the “pushback”.

T Yo Afied 33, e #1099 3, 7 $e1 {6 &0 I $F °1d T iy
e 9, 55 BSF RT A4 U F AT Vel 7T, 37 Id AP & JarH]
3R IRaRI gRT Fawdl 3= ATy H gfauyd H1ud d1f<IeT SIfad B & aI¢

IO A 7| BSF A “URISS” &1 WTRel o [ g

e A senior BSF official said that the force, deployed along the 4,096-km border with
Bangladesh has been on a heightened vigil since August 2024, with instructions
from the MHA “to not allow anyone into the country without valid documents”.

U® INY BSF AfYPRY 3 Fgl foh Iarewr & Iy 4,096-fpH THA1 R o1d 5@
3[THT 2024 T Tds T 8, 3R MHA & e & fop fopeft &Y oft Ay g=amast & fo=
I A YA T HRA S
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¢ ‘“Undocumented migrants leaving the country voluntarily is not a new trend. In
the past also, we have caught both Indians and Bangladeshis crossing the border
illegally. Post August 2024, however there has been a sharp increase in the
number of such people leaving India. If they are not involved in a serious crime, we
let them go as keeping them here entails registration of a long legal procedure,” the
BSF official said.

AT ¥ 4 BISH I Y YARA Bl T3 TIRI 71 o1 3rcfia H oft g WRfeat
3R ISRl B 31y T J YT UR $HRd U UHST 5| SATd 2024 & &1, TY Al
B T ol T 9f g% 1 A 3 forsht iR a{wuﬁwﬁaﬂ‘ﬁ% dl g9 3% o ad
€ ifer 3% gl @ & oy et B UfshaT 3t USchl ©," BSF SR} = FeTl
e In 2018, as many as 17,637 Bangladeshi nationals were intercepted by the BSF
along the eastern border while 3,342 individuals were caught in 2023.

2018 I 3§ AP, 17,637 TATCRIT ANTRD| &I GdT JHT TR BSF A b, Taidh 2023
3,342 E@RT Y& U/

Home Ministry clears
first-ever cadre review
of BSF personnel

NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has approved the first-ever
cadre review of Border Se-
curity Force (BSF)
personnel.

The BSF said in a state-
ment on Wednesday that
the Government of India
had approved the cadre re-
view of the BSF Group B
and C employees, span-
ning from constable to in-
spector, and its implemen-
tation had already begun.
“The implementation will
cover a total immediate
promotions of 23,710 per-
sonnel. 8,116 promotion or-
ders in different ranks have
already been issued today,”
the BSF said.

Since the inception of
the force in 1965, this is the
first time that such a re-
view is being carried out, a
BSF official said. In the ab-
sence of the review, many

Since the inception
of the force in 1965
this is the first time
that such a review is

being carried out

constables retired from
service after just one or
two promotions, against
the projected five promo-
tions up to the rank of As-
sistant Commandant in a
few cases.

The BSF is deployed
along the Pakistan and
Bangladesh borders.

“Overall morale’

The review is expected to
improve promotion ave-
nues from constable to in-
spector, providing signifi-
cant respite to personnel
from existing stagnation,
thereby enhancing overall
morale and professional
development of the force’s
personnel, the BSF said.

Home Ministry clears first-ever
cadre review of BSF personnel

¢ HATAd A BSF STl &t ugel!
%‘{ﬂtﬁ&nﬁﬂﬁiﬁ?ﬁ

The Union Home Ministry has approved the
first-ever cadre review of Border Security
Force (BSF) personnel
Fg WPR & T[¢ HATAY 1 Ugell IR JT
%&p %H%(BSF) Fital &) ez Tften ot
I

The BSF said in a statement on Wednesday

that the Government of India had approved
the cadre review of the BSF Group B and C
employees, spanning from constable to
inspector, and its implementation had
already begun.

BSF 7 §UAR &1 U 99 § &gl fb URd
TR A BSF JU B 3R ¢ HHATRGl @1 e
THYef, St Fidad A SR 9P Hal g, B
Tt 3 Y B SR s fpaTaae uga § =
GR:caid
e “The implementation will cover a total

immediate promotion of 23,710 personnel. 8,116
promotion orders in different ranks have already

been issued today,” the BSF said.
2 foparaae & $d 23,710 HRTA & Arh1iad UGG A 811 31 81 fafdyd Ya!

T 8,116 UGIAT MR SR} fhU ST I §,” BSF A HgT|

e Since the inception of the force in 1965, this is the first time that such a review is
being carried out, a BSF official said.
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S B RITTT & 1S & 1965 T, T8 Ugel IR ¢ b Ut aeften 3 51 €1 €, T BSF
SfUBTRY  Ha|
e In the absence of the review, many constables retired from service after just one or
two promotions, against the projected five promotions up to the rank of Assistant
Commandant in a few cases.

THe & UG H, B Bicad bad U I1 &l UGArd & a1g HaT 3 ReR’R 81 71,
e $© A § GgTad PHISC db & Uid Uerdtaal &t dror A
e The BSFis deployed along the Pakistan and Bangladesh borders.
BSF ! U= 3R SRemeRr $1 dwrsii w o 1d foar T g
e ‘Overall morale’
ATHTI Al
e The review is expected to improve promotion avenues from constable to inspector,
providing significant respite to personnel from existing stagnation, thereby enhancing

overall morale and professional development of the force’s personnel, the BSF
said.

THfie A PieTd A SR db TalHd & AR § guR o Iwfie 7, Rred oifr
I I Sfedl § Agayul Igd e 3R 96 & Sl &1 A= Jed 3R URaR

fa®19 ST, BSF A FaT

Many reject plastics treaty draft
that omits curbs on production

However, the current version receives support from the Indian delegation and petrochemical producers such as Kuwait;

about 80 member states expressed disappointment, with some saying that the text should not be used as the basis for talks

GENEVA

n the penultimate
0 day of countries
being expected to

finalise a treaty on plastic
pollution, a majority of
countries expressed their
disappointment with a
draft agreement, which
does away with a key de-
mand of countries agree-
ing to limit the production
of plastics.

This version however fa-
vours a minority bloc,
which includes several
Arab states and India, that
has consistently advocated
for addressing plastic pol-
lution without such cuts on
production.

“This represents my
best attempts to consoli-
date various positions that
have been expressed
through various delega-
tions and groups,” said
Chair of proceedings Luis
Vayas Valdivieso. “This is
however still a proposal
that can be discussed.”

Kuwait has made a state-
ment that is largely approv-
ing of the text. Naresh
Gangwar, who led the In-
dian delegation said, “We
support the statement
made by Kuwait. While

To protect the planet: People observe an installation by the World Wildlife Fund against plastic waste
during the ongoing plastics treaty negotiations in Geneva on Wednesday. AP

there are some improve-
ments that we can suggest
we are happy to discuss
this.”

“The proposed draft
text is entirely unaccepta-
ble and we cannot use it as
a basis for negotiations,”
said Sebastian Rodriguez,
the delegate from Colom-
bia who was the first to
speak but whose statement
received resounding
applause.

“Our red lines and that
of the majority of the mem-
bers of this hall have been
spat upon. This is not
simply about closing a trea-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

ty at any cost but about
closing a wound that has
hurt our oceans and our li-
velihood. We need a new
text. This is something that
we cannot work with,” said
Juan Carlos Monterrey Go-
mez, the delegate from Pa-
nama. About 80 member
states expressed their dis-
approval on these lines.

Balance sought

“This text is a milestone
that demands some reflec-
tion. However there are
points that we need some
balance between various
articles in the text,” said

Abdulrahman Al Gwaiz,
the delegate from the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia. His
remarks invited a measure
of applause from petro-
chemical countries and
from the members of the
Indian delegation.
Independent observers
expressed disappoint-
ment. “The Chair’s text
that dropped today in ad-
vance of the plenary is dis-
appointing. The text does
not fulfil the mandate of re-
solution 5/14 as it does not
address the full life-cycle of
plastics. Chemicals of Con-
cern also does not find
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place in the text. There is
also no attempt made to re-
duce plastic dependency
through mandating reuse
and refill systems. This text
is lopsided and will do
nothing, even at the level
of downstream waste man-
agement to address plastic
pollution,” said Swathi
Seshadri, petrochemicals
specialist, Institute for
Energy Economics and Fi-
nancial Analysis (IEEFA).

“The new Chair’s text
makes a mockery of a
three-year-long consulta-
tive process that showed
broad support for an ambi-
tious plastics treaty that
addresses the full life-cycle
of plastics, including pro-
duction. While there are
token references to human
rights, and human health,
the provisions that follow
undermine any and all
measures that follow. This
is a treaty that all but en-
sures that nothing will
change. It gives in to pe-
trostate and industry de-
mands with weak, volun-
tary  measures that
guarantee we continue to
produce plastic at increas-
ing levels,” said David
Azoulay, Centre for Inter-
national  Environmental
Law.
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Many reject plastics treaty draft that omits curbs on
production

Hg AN 3 WIee® A TS B SRATPR B ¢ forad
IdTe IR ufaae 751 8

The current version receives support from the Indian delegation and
petrochemical producers such as Kuwait; about 80 member states expressed
disappointment, with some saying that the text should not be used as the
basis for .talks. . .

FAUM TIHIUT D1 URAH UfafRrisd ok Ueie e Sdrg®! o $ad &1
Y UTe §; T 80 T ¥TsT + fARTRIT o &1, $© A 3T b 39 U1e &1
IUUNT ardf & YR & =4 A g1 fbar = anfgul

e On the penultimate day of countries being expected to finalize a treaty on plastic
pollution, a majority of countries expressed their disappointment with a draft
agreement, which does away with a key demand of countries agreeing to limit the
production of plastics.

32 GRT WS UGWUT R WY & 3ifq U 37 &t Iwiie ard uTep 3ifad a7 wR,
3{ferepT=T SRIT = AIaT IHSd & U 3Ol RN Saad &f, o= o1 &1 U v I
! gl fea for d wrfes Icaarg oY Wiia HI

e This version however favors a minority bloc, which includes several Arab states and
India, that has consistently advocated for addressing plastic pollution without such
cuts on production.

T IRV FIellich Teh 3ot TR & U I g, o %3 3RT sy 3R UIRa
M §, Fogin TR STe- § weidl [T fomT wniResd uguor ¥ fAueH &1 gared
Gk

e “This represents my best attempts to consolidate various positions that have been
expressed through various delegations and groups,” said Chair of proceedings
Luis Vayas Valdivieso. “This is however still a proposal that can be discussed.”

g fafvrer ufaffRsa ﬁ@%mmﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁf@mﬁﬂﬂ%
A b TR araH YA & Ul &l §,” Hel SriaTe! & Sremed
aifesfagat | “grarifer ag sndt +ff T Uvara & o WR ==t &t S Favet
e Kuwait has made a statement that is largely approving of the text. Naresh Gangwar,
who led the Indian delegation said, “We support the statement made by Kuwait.
While there are some improvements that we can suggest we are happy to discuss
this.”
$ad 7 U UM a1 § S 7 U 9 Urs B a1 81 = WER, e
YRt ufafafirdsa o1 Aqa foar, A #e1, g9 SR faU U 99 &1 99 Fd
g STaf% $2 GURT ST YIN1a foar o7 TebdT 7, 89 39 =i a1 & fol R g1
e “The proposed draft text is entirely unacceptable and we cannot use it as a basis for
negotiations,” said Sebastian Rodriguez, the delegate from Colombia who was the
first to speak but whose statement received resounding applause.

“TRATfAd ARG U1 U3l aRE SRaie ¢ 3R g1 39 aldl & YR & ¥U H Sudi T8l
HR Ghd,” HET AATRed AT, Hrafaar & YA 7, S ugd Siaq ard 3 dfee
I I B SIRGR dTferdl o I1d 18T 7|
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“Our red lines and that of the majority of the members of this hall have been spat
upon. This is not simply about closing a treaty at any cost but about closing a wound
that has hurt our oceans and our livelihood. We need a new text. This is something
that we cannot work with,” said Juan Carlos Monterrey Gomez, the delegate from
Panama. About 80 member states expressed their disapproval on these lines.

TR T3l 3R 39 g1a & SIS Tewd! o1 WHrsit &7 qdH fohar a1 5| 98
Fad e ff Hiad W Y & d¢ FA & IR F 781 ¢, dfch 39 °1d B 6 B & IR
H ® M AR AeMIRY 3R AR SoifdeT & i ugars 81 g8 Ue a7 Ule A1t
I T8 U1 ¢ o 1 §H BT -T6] B qhd,” Hel FAT HTAT AI-e<l A,
TATHT & U =1 T4 80 Hew IS4 A 3 Uil WR (U SRl oad i

Balance sought
A D aar
“This text is a milestone that demands some reflection. However there are points that
we need some balance between various articles in the text,” said Abdulrahman Al
Gwaiz, the delegate from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. His remarks invited a
measure of applause from petrochemical countries and from the members of the
Indian delegation.

“H%’;grqzmﬂaaﬁr?ggaﬁwﬁa%ﬁmw%%l gTetifap, ﬁﬁﬁg%ﬁ:@%ﬁ
uré llﬁaiﬂ%a-l DS AT ol HARYhdl &,” hgl SegdRGHIT A
TSN 3R TR 1 S K] 51 Ve rbima 3™ 3k WRdlg ffRrisa
& e 4 aiferdl ot ufdfesan e |

Independent observers expressed disappointment. “The Chair’s text that dropped
today in advance of the plenary is disappointing. The text does not fulfill the mandate
of resolution 5/14 as it does not address the full life-cycle of plastics. Chemicals of
Concern also does not find place in the text. There is also no attempt made to reduce
plastic dependency through mandating reuse and refill systems. This text is lopsided
and will do nothing, even at the level of downstream waste management to address
plastic pollution,” said Swathi Seshadri, petrochemicals specialist, Institute for
Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA).

A gdaers! 3 fART=I suad Sl | “3iTe quf 9 § Ugd IR} {6 7Y 3reme & TS §
foRTRN 8% B 1 U8 UTe Hehew 5/14 BT H3T T TeT T i T8 Wb » I
Sia=Tareh @ FaIfAd el dHral| RiaeH® Tt &1 - ot ure & T8 81 wifed
Ffar & F1 FA F e g7: IuanT 3R dftra Ren & sifard w3 &1 o1
et frar a1 31 I8 UTe SRidferd § SR Wifieds Ugwur ¥ fAue & i S H e
e F TR R N S T6T T, FET I Aums), Terp e 9wy, sReeqe BR
Tl TP Us BTgARae TR (IEEFA) |

“The new Chair’s text makes a mockery of a three-year-long consultative process
that showed broad support for an ambitious plastics treaty that addresses the full life-
cycle of plastics, including production. While there are token references to human
rights, and human health, the provisions that follow undermine any and all measures
that follow. This is a treaty that all but ensures that nothing will change. It gives in to
petrostate and industry demands with weak, voluntary measures that guarantee we
continue to produce plastic at increasing levels,” said David Azoulay, Centre for
International Environmental Law.

“TQ 37ede BT UTS I T et RTHRT UehaT 1 Holes §-1dT § o WiiRed & 4¥
Siiaaeh, IdTe Tfgd, I TaIfed B drd! HedIdbiel Wiked Wi & fore samus
YA feaman | e AFaISR! 3R AFd Wy &1 b four a1 §, 39% a1 &1
AT fodlt off JURT BT HHSIR Bl § | T8 Ueb U1 fEY g S TTHT AfSrd et ©
% o ot 781 IeaT | I8 URee SR IUNT &t A7l & HHIR, Wiwdsd UMl & A1y
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1950 quake that broke mountains
is a portend of things to come

As the Indian plate moves forward, earthquakes are a part of its future; yet our current knowledge does not allow us to predict when, where, or how

ot i |

strong the next quake will be; what is known is that the area is the most seismically active and could generate a 1950-type earthquake in the future

Kusala Rajendran
ndran

n August 15, 1950, India was
celebraring its Independence
Day. The mood was upbeat
throughout the country. Just as
celebrations were winding down for the
day, a great disaster struck. At around
7:30 pm, an earthquake of magnitude 8.6
— the strongest ever recorded on land -
jolted the country’s Northeast and some
neighbouring areas beyond the border.

According to some reports, the earth
shook for about four to eight minutes.
Mountains stumbled and buildings fell,
causing widespread death and
destruction. An English botanist and
explorer named Frank Kingdon-Ward was
camping at Rima (Zayu) on the day. He
reported later: “I was seated writing my
diary near the entrance to our tent.
Suddenly, after the faintest tremor, there
came an appalling noise, and the earth
began to shake violently. ... We were
immediately thrown to the ground. The
lantern too was knocked over and went
out instantly.”

The earthquake was felt over an area of
3 million sq. km across India, Myanmar,
and Bangladesh, Tibet, and South China.
It wrecked homes, farms, and railway
tracks, bridges, and other utilities. A field
investigation report described how “rail
tracks were torn up and twisted into
snake-like patterns”, in a vivid
demonstration of how the land and
structures deform in response to shear
waves. On the Indian side alone, more
than 1,500 people lost their lives, and
50,000 to 1,00,000 cattle were killed.
The quake was felt as far afield as Lhasa
and Sichuan, and in Yunnan province in
China. In the Medog area of Eastern Tibet,
Yedong village slid into the Yarlung
Zangbo river, and more than 4,000
casualties were reported from Tibet.
Severe damage was wrought in the
Sibsagar-Sadiya area of Assam as well.

More destruction was to follow in the
days after the earthquake. Many hills had
been sheared by the earthquake. Rocky
debris falling into the valleys below
blocked rivers — before giving way days
later, producing flash floods downstream
that killed hundreds of people living on
the rivers’ banks.

On September 9, two weeks after the
earthquake, the then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru said in a nationwide
broadcast on All India Radio: “The
Brahmaputra was blocked up for a while,
and then broke through, they came down
with a rush and a roar, a high wall of
water sweeping down and flooding large
areas and washing away villages and fields
and gardens. ... The remains of villages,
animals, including cattle and elephants,
and large quantities of timber floated
down these raging waters..”.

Revisiting the earthquake

The source of the Great Assam
Earthquake lay 40 km west of Rima
(Zayu), the village near the India-Tibet
border in the Mishmi hills where
Kingdon-Ward was camped. The quake
occurred along the boundary where the
Indian and Eurasian Plates collided, near
the eastern terminus of the Himalayas, at
adepth of 15 km. The rupture extended
from the Mishmi thrust of the Eastern
Himalayas to the Himalayan Frontal
Thrust of Arunachal Pradesh, completing

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
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depth of 15 km. MIKE NORTON (CC BY-SA)

a curvilinear motion around the
mountainous bend (see image above).

As it happened, the shaking also
occurred at a time when seismographic
networks were expanding worldwide,
providing great impetus to earthquake
monitoring and the subsequent
development of the theory of plate
tectonics. It was also the time
instrumental monitoring of earthquakes
in India had started. India had the
Meteorological Department (IMD) set up
its first seismological observatory at
Alipore in Kolkata district in 1898.

Today, we understand the Great Assam
Earthquake happened on a plate
boundary formed by the collision of
continental plates, like those along other
parts of the Himalayan plate boundary.
However, it is differentiated by the fact
that its source was in the Eastern
Himalaya, which is tectonically very
complex. GPS data indicate that while the
Indian and Eurasian continental plates
are converging at about 20 mm/year on
average across the Himalayas, in the
Eastern Himalayas it ranges from 10 mm

The aftermath of an earthquake in Shigatse City,
Tibet on January 7, 2025. REUTERS

T

Tibetan
Plateau

GPS data indicate that while the
Indian and Eurasian continental
plates are converging at about 20
mm/year on average across the
Himalayas, in the Fastern
Himalayas it ranges from 10 mm
8 mm/year

to 38 mm/year.

This variation could very well be due to
difficulties in capturing tectonic
complexity and differences in data
quality. While the main arcuate Himalaya
plate boundary resulted from the collision
of the Indian and Eurasian plates, the
Sunda plate is also involved in the
northeastern Himalaya, creating a
complex structure.

Due to plate rotation, major structural
elements also take sharp turns, and the
regional strike shifts from the general
NE-SW direction to the NW-SE direction
post-collision, forming what geologists
call the Eastern Himalayan Syntaxis
(EHS). This is where the Great Assam
Earthquake likely occurred.

Unlike other Himalayan earthquakes,
which have exhibited a thrusting
mechanism — where one block of the fault
thrusts over the other — the Assam
earthquake displayed a component of
strike-slip motion, with both blocks
sliding past each other along the fault.
This suggested it was connected with the
EHS trending in the NW-SE direction.

Models also indicate a thrusting
component, likely resulting from the
propagation of earthquake faulting
towards the west, where thrust tectonics
are predominant. The possibility of
multiple faults being linked to the Assam
earthquake is also supported by the
distribution of revised aftershock
locations, spread over a wide zone east of
the main shock epicentre.

Indeed, most researchers believe the
earthquake may have started off on the
Syntaxial bend while also activating
Himalayan thrust faults to the west.
Historical documents from the Ahom
period (1228-1826) reveal the Northeast
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India region experienced earthquakes in
1548, 1596, and 1697 AD, all of uncertain
magnitudes. Geological studies have also
revealed a major medieval earthquake
between 1262 and 1635 AD.

Quakes of the future

Looking back, the Great Assam
Earthquake delivered to scientists a
significant lesson on the destructive
potential of major earthquakes in the
Himalayas. Can a similar earthquake
strike Northeast India again? As the
Indian plate continues to move forward,
earthquakes are an integral part of its
future. Yet our current knowledge doesn’t
allow us to predict when, where, or how
strong the next quake will be.

For now, we only know the Central
Himalayas are the most potentially active
segment and could generate a 1950-type
earthquake in the future.

The seismic event also highlighted that
we are more vulnerable today, primarily
due to the exponential growth of the built
environment and urban areas, leaving the
landscape to look very different from the
way it did 75 years ago.

As we plan for more developmental
activities and undertake heavy
infrastructural projects, including large
dams, in this tectonically fragile area, we
must reflect on the images from the 1950
quake.

Finally, the event also proved the
Himalayan tectonic segments along the
2,500-km-long stretch are fully capable of
producing earthquakes of magnitude 8.6
or higher.

As both China and India prepare to
build large hydroelectric projects in the
Eastern Himalayan bend, one of the most
seismically vulnerable parts of the
majestic range, it’s clear the road ahead
will be long and challenging.

(Kusala Rajendran is a former professor
at the Centre for Earth Sciences, Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru. C.P.
Rajendran is an adjunct professor at the
National Institute of Advanced Sciences,

B I u. l'\ e Ji il.com

qrrajfndran@gmailﬂ;m)
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1950 quake that broke mountains is a portend of things to
come.

1950 BT YHY o UeTS dis 3T, 3 are 9wy &1 Idhd gl

1950 Assam E_arthquake
1950 3HH YhU

e On August 15, 1950, India was celebrating its Independence Day. The mood was
upbeat throughout the country. Just as celebrations were winding down for the day, a
great disaster struck.

15 AT 1950 B YR U IeAaT feas A1 38T o7 QY o1 & ARId Icared |
O B a1 & S19 T 31 W6 U, TP ST TS S T |

e Ataround 7:30 pm, an earthquake of magnitude 8.6 — the strongest ever recorded
on land — jolted the country’s Northeast and some neighbouring areas beyond the
border.

TATHT AT 7:30 9, 8.6 Teral BT YhT — ot Y TR 3F dF ol o Wfa=rment ot
— I P IWR-YA 3R FH & UR $3 TSR &1 & 3|

e According to some reports, the earth shook for about four to eight minutes.
Mountains stumbled and buildings fell, causing widespread death and destruction.
$ ROl & IR, tRal T IR | 316 fAiTe & fgelt | ugTs R 7T 3ik saRd
38 TS, For amue qog SR famer gl

¢ An English botanist and explorer Frank Kingdon-Ward was camping at Rima
(Zayu) on the day. He reported later: “| was seated writing my diary near the
entrance to our tent. Suddenly, after the faintest tremor, there came an appalling
noise, and the earth began to shake violently. ... We were immediately thrown to the
ground. The lantern too was knocked over and went out instantly.”

TH SIS TR SR Wiedhd! e [hirs--ais 39 fo Juar (@) & S e
gU Y| 3= a1g H i forar: "H gAR g & Uax gR & UM 30T SR fora Xa1 Tl
A, Geb! Wl HUH & 91, Th UMD 3MaTS 3178 3R Rl oIk ¥ g aftl ... g9
A oA R R W) @rere W iR T iR Ra g B 1”

e The earthquake was felt over an area of 3 million sq. km across India, Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Tibet, and South China.

HU 30 G a¥ fopet & &= o Tey fohan ma, ford HIRe, /MR, diener, fassd
<faror H= =nfie 2

o It wrecked homes, farms, and railway tracks, bridges, and other utilities. A field
investigation report described how “rail tracks were torn up and twisted into snake-
like patterns”.

T IR, Wll, Y ¢, Yat 3R 37 Jaensii &l 99 o faun| ue wics S Rard 3
AT o ¥ YA ¢h /S MU 3R AT SRt SHTp Tt F TRIg ME 1

¢ On the Indian side alone, more than 1,500 people lost their lives, and 50,000 to
1,00,000 cattle were killed.
Fad HRAT Uer & g1 1,500 A e &1 AR 7Y, 3R 50,000 ¥ 1,00,000 HATI AR

a|
e The quake was felt as far afield as Lhasa and Sichuan, and in Yunnan province in
China.

Y0 weTaT, RIgem ok 919 & ga wid d% Aeqy foar |
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In the Medog area of Eastern Tibet, Yedong village slid into the Yarlung Zangbo
river, and more than 4,000 casualties were reported from Tibet.

udf fosgd & AehT 83 & AT 7T ARG Sira) T & 9 T, SR fasad ¥ 4,000
& 3ff¥rep gaTgdl &1 I et

Severe damage was wrought in the Sibsagar-Sadiya area of Assam as well.

3 & RaarR-arfear & § off yRt JHar gl

More destruction was to follow in the days after the earthquake. Many hills had been
sheared by the earthquake. Rocky debris falling into the valleys blocked rivers —
before giving way days later, producing flash floods downstream that killed hundreds.
YT & F1G 3 a1 feA1 H 3R D 3-1=1 1 S1bt 7| YabU Y P UgTS ¢e M |
il § fIRA a1 TRidT JaaT AfGal &1 Ab ol UT — Sl $S fa-l a1G ge 1T, o
I BT 3R SEAMS dTg TS 3R YPhe! AN AR Y|

On September 9, two weeks after the earthquake, Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru said in a nationwide All India Radio broadcast: “The Brahmaputra was
blocked up for a while, and then broke through, ... a high wall of water sweeping
down and flooding large areas ...".

9 RydaR &I, YhT & &l §Ud d1G, HYTTHAT TATERATe A<= - SATHIRETU R
ST TR H &gl “SeHYH $© 99 & (AU 3 7T AT, 3R R gea i, ...
T ) St SR R 3 SR 99-9S 3! A aIg ATl

Revisiting the earthquake

Y& Pt gAIHET

The source of the Great Assam Earthquake lay 40 km west of Rima (Zayu), the
village near the India-Tibet border in the Mishmi hills where Kingdon-Ward was
camped.

HE™ 3" YU &I Jid T (A1) I 40 fHH ity o o1, o YRa-fossa dwr &
ure freet weTieal # fRyd id &, Sfgi fre-ats S sl g A

The quake occurred along the boundary where the Indian and Eurasian Plates
collided, near the eastern terminus of the Hlmalayas at a depth of 15 km.

Te YT 3T W1 TR T STgT WA SR RRE @ et 2, fearea & gdif
BR & U, 15 foel} w18 F

The rupture extended from the Mishmi thrust of the Eastern Himalayas to the
Himalayan Frontal Thrust of Arunachal Pradesh, completing a curvilinear motion
around the mountainous bend.

g Wice gl fumad & et 3ve ¥ o SuIad UexT o fRuTaaH thed 3Ive
P Thall, St UgTSl IS & IR} 3R Uh IehTdR Tfd =11 8 |

As it happened, the shaking also occurred at a time when seismographic networks
were expanding worldwide, providing great impetus to earthquake monitoring and
the subsequent development of the theory of plate tectonics.

g g1 39 Y g5 9d YH U Aedd f[ayiR § faar o= 38 3, o Y@y
R 3R 91 ¥ We faad et Risia & faem o 51 1 e

It was also the time instrumental monitoring of earthquakes in India had started.
India Meteorological Department (IMD) set up its first seismological observatory
at Alipore in Kolkata in 1898.

Ig 98 T ot U1 59 YRd § IUHRT YT Y&hd FRFL IE g3 01 YR fad
a9 fAURT IMD) 7 1898 T HIAHTAT B SACYR T U1 UgEAT YH T IURITAT RITU
fopan|

Today, we understand the Great Assam Earthquake happened on a plate
boundary formed by the collision of continental plates, like those along other parts
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of the Himalayan plate boundary.

31T §H UL § b HET™ 3RTH YU WETEIUR Wiel & Tahvld ¥ a1 Wie W R
3T T, @@%mﬂ@z%ﬁm%m%@ﬁm%l

However, it is differentiated by the fact that its source was in the Eastern Himalaya,
which is tectonically very complex.

BT, SHP! faRyar I8 &t o SHeT Hid gdi feumera & o1, S qeif-ie & U I 9gd
wfea g

GPS data indicate that while the Indian and Eurasian continental plates are
converging at about 20 mm/year on average across the Himalayas, in the Eastern
Himalayas it ranges from 10 mm to 38 mml/year.

GPS 3fi®s FdId & b HIRH 3R TR HeTgiiia W I fguray & siga- 20
%ﬁtﬁmﬁﬁaﬁﬂm&nﬁ% wafe gdf fgwmera & ug 10 fordt @ 38 ferdiyad o
|

This variation could be due to difficulties in capturing tectonic complexity and
differences in data quality.

g 3R caei-e Sfeaar ot GusH § HidATsal iR SeT uradr § fusdarsi &
BRI Gl FHal 5|

While the main arcuate Himalaya plate boundary resulted from the collision of the
Indian and Eurasian plates, the Sunda plate is also involved in the northeastern
Himalaya, creating a complex structure.

T aepTaTR ferTerdt We War yRdia i R Wel & chwd 3 41 §, dfdd
a1 e ot SwR-ydf fgarera o wnfa g, o sifed w@=emm st 5|

Due to plate rotation, major structural elements also take sharp turns, and the
regional strike shifts from NE-SW to NW-SE post-collision, forming the Eastern
Hlmalayan Syntaxis (EHS).

W YU P HRU YIE WIS ded ) IR 11 A &, 3R eahvra & a1e &g
ISP IR-Yd-gfaor-ufdm ¥ IwR-ufdm-gfémr-ud o sca ot &, o gdf
fewTert RidfRa (EHS) st 81

This is where the Great Assam Earthquake likely occurred.

TYad: Ig1 e 3H YHY 3717 Tl

Unlike other Himalayan earthquakes, which exhibit a thrusting mechanism, the
Assam earthquake displayed a component of strike-slip motion, with both blocks
sliding past each other.

3 fearadt yeat & fudia, ot 3feT A fasy 3 €, 3T Y& & Wig®-
ey nifar &1 d@ 1, o9 g1 sl Uh-gar & U 3 a9 s |

This suggested it was connected with the EHS trending in the NW-SE direction.

S Xohd e for a8 IR-ufdm-gfgror-gd fa=m & tel EHS 9 ST 4Tl

Models also indicate a thrusting component, likely resulting from the propagation of
earthquake faulting towards the west, where thrust tectonics are predominant.
m%mm%%wﬁmwm S Tyad: Yoy Wiee & T Bt 3R
UhaiTd & PRUT YT, W8T IRT ST THE ¢ |

The possibility of multiple faults being linked to the Assam earthquake is also
supported by the distribution of revised aftershock locations, spread over a wide
zone east of the main shock epicentre.

P Bleed & 3T YHU I I3 8 P TUTGAT &I RN STFRIRITS RITT &
ﬁwﬁlﬁwvﬁrﬁw% S I YU % & qd § U fawga 8 & B 2

Most researchers believe the earthquake may have started off on the Syntaxial
bend while also activating Himalayan thrust faults to the west.

HfYHI MeydHdiaf &1 AT § fb Yoy Tvaa: RidfRTad Mis | = gai iRk I
&l uf¥m o femmerdt ave wicew &1 |fshd foa|
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Historical documents from the Ahom period (1228-1826) reveal the Northeast India
region experienced earthquakes in 1548, 1596, and 1697 AD, all of uncertain
magnitudes.

3GIH BT (1228-1826) P UfASTRIG XIS IdTd & b YaiaR HIRd H 1548, 1596,
3R 1697 ST & Y4 3T 3, AT <fiaar sifAfard ot

Geological studies have also revealed a major medieval earthquake between 1262
and 1635 AD.

Yt srerael @ ag i uar 9 § i 1262 3R 1635 X & 9 TS ST AABTAA

Yeh T 3T AT

Quakes of the future

wRsT ¥ Yy

Looking back, the Great Assam Earthquake delivered to scientists a significant
lesson on the destructive potential of major earthquakes in the Himalayas.

1I& gea ¢@H R, U™ 3H YHU - oq1-d| &I feurad & a9 YUl dI
ORISR &HdT R T Jeayul 99 (&l

Can a similar earthquake strike Northeast India again? As the Indian plate
continues to move forward, earthquakes are an integral part of its future.

T U1 g1 YhU TR § GaR YRA & FHIAR Gl 82 S-oid HIRAT e 37H]
Sedl B, YU 39 yfdw o7 3ifi iR B

Yet our current knowledge doesn’t allow us to predict when, where, or how strong the
next quake will be.

o +ff SR I T 5 I SFTAM I BT SIS el ST [ STa 4hy P,
g1 a1 fadt et &1 R

For now, we only know the Central Himalayas are the most potentially active
segment and could generate a 1950-type earthquake in the future.

P agTd, B9 Fad U8 S ¢ [ Al ferTay Ie9 SIfad aftha 8= § oIk ufasg &
1950 S YHY FH| ITT HR I&dl 5 |

The seismic event also highlighted that we are more vulnerable today, primarily due
to the exponential growth of the built environment and urban areas, leaving the
landscape to look very different from the way it did 75 years ago.

9 Y&UIg e = I8 SR o o 9 311 Sifties Wag-eial §, 1 ©U 4
ﬁ%mﬁmﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂaq@%m g8 uftexy 75 Are Ug Bl
I § 98 3T femdr g1
As we plan for more developmental activities and undertake heavy infrastructural
projects, including large dams, in this tectonically fragile area, we must reflect on
the images from the 1950 quake.

9 9 39 dqeI® U | Ag® & # o1 fywrarere nfafaftry sk a9 aiet
mwmmmﬂmﬁmm% A 5% 1950 ¥ YU P TR
R foaR w1 =feul

Finally, the event also proved the Himalayan tectonic segments along the 2,500-
km-long stretch are fully capable of producing earthquakes of magnitude 8.6 or
hlgher

Sfefcl:, S U1 3 78 W Wifed o fa 2,500 fepeiive wa & & thot fewredt
5T TS 8.6 U1 IHR ST Hera B by I B F G ORE TeH 2
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e As both China and India prepare to build large hydroelectric projects in the
Eastern Himalayan bend, one of the most seismically vulnerable parts of the range,

it's clear the road ahead will be long and challenging.

o g A1 3R URa gdf fewmerdt M & o 39 o & qe g
Jae=ia fexdl & 9 T 7, 93 Safdey

Wy ¢ b 3 &1 I e 3R Aol grm

Elephants in Tsavo West National Park in
Taita-Taveta County, Kenya, on August 7, 2025. AP

Kenyan farmers
use bees, sesame
to keep pillaging
elephants away

Associated Press

For farmers in the Taita hills in southern
Kenya, elephants are a menace: they raid
crops and will occasionally injure or even
kill people.

Farmer Richard Shika, 68, has had
some close encounters. “One time, [ was
trying to chase away an elephant that was
in my maize field, but it turned and
charged at me,” Shika remembers. “It
stopped when it was right in front of me,
and I managed to jump out of the way.”

He feels lucky to be alive. Almost
exactly two years ago, local media
reported that a three-year-old girl had
been trampled to death by an elephant in
Taita Taveta county, her mother injured.

The area where Shika has his farm is
almost surrounded by Kenya’s biggest
National Park. The border of Tsavo East
National Park is less than 10 km to the
east, and Tsavo West curves around to the
north, west, and south. The parks have
always been unfenced, allowing animals
to migrate. Increasingly, that puts them in
the path of humans.

“The places and infrastructure that we
humans develop hinder the migratory
routes and paths that elephants used to
take,” explains Yuka Luvonga, who
researches human-elephant coexistence
for conservation organization Save The
Elephants.

Elephants eat about 150 kg of
vegetation a day, so keeping them off
farms is tricky, especially if forage is
scarce elsewhere.

“Elephants are clever creatures,” says
Shika. “They will try touching a fence,
and once they realise that it is not

Farmers have hung hives from
wires. If an elephant touches the
wire, the hives are rocked.

disturbing the bees. It's an army
of tiny guards that keeps

elephants away from farms

electrified, they charge through.”

If farmers try to chase them off, as
Shika did, the elephants will sometimes
turn and defend themselves. The Kenya
Wildlife Service and conservation
organisations tracking human-elephant
conflict estimate that 30-35 people are
killed every year in elephant-related
incidents across Kenya.

Communities will sometimes retaliate
by spearing or poisoning elephants, but
there are other solutions, as farmers here
have found.

One of them is bees.

“Elephants don’t like getting stung by
bees, so they keep away from areas where
hives are,” Shika says.

With help from Save The Elephants,
Shika is one of 50 farmers who have hung
beehives from wires between poles
around their farms. If an elephant
touches the wire, the hives are rocked,
disturbing the bees. It’s an army of tiny
security guards that keeps elephants well
away from the farm.

Changing crops can also make a
difference. Elephants love maize and
watermelons. But sesame? Blegh.

Sesame plants produce a scent that
actively repels elephants, so for
70-year-old Gertrude Jackim, swapping
out maize and green grams for sesame
was a no-brainer. “Look at me, I'm
ageing, so I can’t fend off the elephants or
chase them away,” she says.

She is one of 100 farmers who have
been supported to adopt sesame seed
production. The change was urgently
needed, she says. “Over the years, the
elephants have become too destructive.”

Farming practices that deter elephants
— like beekeeping and growing sesame —
have made coexistence much easier for
farmers like Shika and Jackim.

Conservationists hope that in the long
run, this will win hearts and minds in an
area where human-elephant conflict had
reached worrying levels.

the way.”

YHU &9

o gfaterrei & Fafr # da R R € 78

Kenyan farmers
use bees, sesame
to keep pillaging
elephants away

Human-Elephant Conflict
in Taita Hills, Kenya
argar fge, &=a1 ¥ ura-
HEIKEL]

e For farmers in the Taita
hills in southern Kenya,
elephants are a menace:
they raid crops and will
occasionally injure or even
kill people.

<feroft =1 & arsar feew &
famH! o forg g1dt T T
g J HUdl B! 9Y HRd § SR
FH-H Tl B! gEd a1 AR
T Bl

o Farmer Richard Shika,
68, has had some close
encounters. “One time, | was
trying to chase away an
elephant that was in my
maize field, but it turned and
charged at me,” Shika
remembers. “It stopped when
it was right in front of me,
and | managed to jump out of
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T fears Rrep1, 68, 71 TR T B IR U1 AT 8| “Teh IR, H 30 Hah! & Wd
o 37T gl DY U BT BRI IR 8T U, Al I8 Udedh A3 3R grel,” Rt arg
P4 81 T8 TR IdPpd I T T, 3R F frdfl e T | peh] a9 11

He feels lucky to be alive. Almost exactly two years ago, local media reported that a
three-year-old girl had been trampled to death by an elephant in Taita Taveta
county, her mother injured.

I8 Ge P! Siifad g+ & e HIFIRITER ATHd § | TTHT 31 gl ITd ugd, R Hifsar
A RRIc fasan o fos i1 adffa de@! &1 argdr erdel S18e & U g1l A Fadas IR
ST AT, 3R IT! A =t 8 TS |

The area where Shika has his farm is almost surrounded by Kenya’s biggest
National Park. The border of Tsavo East National Park is less than 10 km to the
east, and Tsavo West curves around to the north, west, and south. The parks have
always been unfenced, allowing animals to migrate. Increasingly, that puts them in
the path of humans.

STg1 RIS T W ©, I8 &F THIHT BT & TaH T3 PN e 4 [oR1 g 5 | «mar
3 ARME UTh B! A1 gd H 10 frd § w0 g R 8, IR H1E! dve SR, UfdH SR
Sfaror & thall g1 UTeh §HRT 91T 918 & X8 ©, o STHaR! &1 UaT o’ &1 SgAfd
foerdt 31 3@ U8 I doit ¥ -9 STl & I H 1 ST B

“The places and infrastructure that we humans develop hinder the migratory routes

and paths that elephants used to take,” explains Yuka Luvonga, who researches
human-elephant coexistence for conservation organization Save The Elephants.

R 3R gAarEt g, St 8w T3S fawRa wRd €, 37 Tard A 3ik IRl o
ST HRd & o IR At ugd Iad ¥, STt § JabT G, St TREU W31 AT &
Tdithed & forT arFa-gTdt wgaifad | Y Hcdl ¢ |
Elephants eat about 150 kg of vegetation a day, so keeping them off farms is tricky,
especially if forage is scarce elsewhere.

Bt Uffes AT 150 forauma aeafa |1 €, ST 3% Wl ¥ g Xa1 $1o4 8,
QDR Sd 3 S8l IR IRT HY gl |
“Elephants are clever creatures,” says Shika. “They will try touching a fence, and
once they realise that it is not electrified, they charge through.”
BT TR SN 7, T Bgd §1 T 1S Y g BT BRI B, 3R ORI & I el
Il g fob W faorel 781 g, 4 I disd gu Aed od g 1”
If farmers try to chase them off, as Shika did, the elephants will sometimes turn and
defend themselves. The Kenya Wildlife Service and conservation organisations
tracking human-elephant conflict estimate that 30-35 people are killed every year
in elephant-related incidents across Kenya.
e fdT I8 T B BHITAL R G, %%Wﬁﬁo‘m, @ g1t Ht-Belt Uetear
3T &1 B | P=UT ATSTSATSW HIGH 3R AHG-gT Jud &1 ¢ [aq aral
E%&rgw 3FIH T 8 b w1 § &% uTet gTfi-3isieht weatt o 30-35 @hT AR

I
Communities will sometimes retaliate by spearing or poisoning elephants, but there
are other solutions, as farmers here have found.
Y HH-FH SR BT HIET ARG I Tek SR TR §, did get & farami 3
3= ATy o I g
One of them is bees. “Elephants don't like getting stung by bees, so they keep away
from areas where hives are,” Shika says.
ITHITHEH 1 g oY AynfRaal & S U¥g 6l 81d, 39fe d Bt ardl
3ATh! ¥ g ¥8d §,” R Fgd g
With help from Save The Elephants, Shika is one of 50 farmers who have hung
beehives from wires between poles around their farms. If an elephant touches the
wire, the hives are rocked, disturbing the bees. It's an army of tiny security guards
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that keeps elephants well away from the farm.

Jq g Telihey @ Hag I, a1 37 50 fFaml & I te & orgin 3o= Jdl & IRY 3R

G F T AR § Tyl F B9 aeH ¥ A el R B ol 3, 3 o9 Rad § ok

?@?ﬁm% TREIM 8 Sl §1 T8 B1e-B1e GR&M Mef Bl Teb I 8 ot g1 bl Dd A ¥
|

Changing crops can also make a difference. Elephants love maize and
watermelons. But sesame? Blegh.

WY Seal i e o ebdll ¢ | STYGT B! HearehT 3TR RSl Ue &1 Afdp faer? =Tl
Sesame plants produce a scent that actively repels elephants, so for 70-year-old
Gertrude Jackim, swapping out maize and green grams for sesame was a no-
brainer. “Look at me, I’'m ageing, so | can’t fend off the elephants or chase them
away,” she says.

ferer @ drel ueb Uil e STgd € St B1RE b1 Wichy 0 R w4l §, gierg 70 it
TEs SfrH & fore TaeT 3R 83t T &t S8 fad e S fAofg ot gy, |
WAWE, Wﬁaﬁ@r@a@mﬁmﬂﬂﬁw I HEN

She is one of 100 farmers who have been supported to adopt sesame seed

production. The change was urgently needed, she says. “Over the years, the
elephants have become too destructive.”

g8 37 100 framl & 9 te g N fad Iare siuam & ggradn ficlt g1 U8 seard
TR ST T, T8 Fed! & | “Tral |, gl 9gd o= g1 e gl

Farming practices that deter elephants — like beekeeping and growing sesame —
have made coexistence much easier for farmers like Shika and Jackim.

B B gR T aTeht Vel BT gAY — S Ay HaE! ure o fod St @dt — 3
1T 3R Sifeer oI foram & fo ggeifida ! 9gd oM &1 fun g

Conservationists hope that in the long run, this will win hearts and minds in an area
where human-elephant conflict has reached worrying levels.

TReuraredl o Il 8 I dd gau §, g8 39 &7 | il &1 fad iR farmT Sfia @,
gt aTa-grdt wuy fRideme TR W ugd T ol

FUIINEG] S |~ = s = o s = == ===

1. Theory )

‘GS Il S&T :

wrm

without ganming Miass = ANs: PRlogIsTon Medium presumed to allow light to travel in space —
2. Medium presumed to allow light to travel  Ans: Aether; special relativity

in space - Ans: Aether; special relativity I8 HIIH ST HIET STl % & srafver A e &1 arm
3. Idea that allowed life to arise from mud, HIA B GFjFI'f?f a'cIT % -3 Q‘QR; fagy w&&m

meat, grain - Ans: Spontaneous

generation

4. Theory overturned by palaesomagnetic
data, seafloor spreading - Ans: Continental

drift

5. Scientist who, with James Dewar, found

° Idea that allowed life to arise from mud, meat,
grain — Ans: Spontaneous generation

I8 fqaR fSA ergafd <t fo Sftaq @t Safy sias,
Hid, AT I g TP — IR WIHIID If
. Theory overturned by palaeomagnetic data,
seafloor spreading — Ans: Continental drift

absolute zero - Ans: Heike Kamerlingh 75 Rigid R UTT.aaa 2eT 3R .

Onnes
Visual: Deferent

SR 3Idc faar m1 — IR: HeTadIg yarg
° Scientist who, with James Dewar, found
absolute zero — Ans: Heike Kamerlingh Onnes

I8 39T e o fEaR & Ty firere) ol I Tl - ITR: g5 SARfeT
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Atemporary blip in inflation will help,
but not by much

rom having to deal with an inflation level
F higher than the RBI's comfort band of

2%-6% just two years ago, the government
is now in the relatively more comfortable space
of inflation coming in lower than that band. July’s
retail inflation of 1.55%, the lowest since June
2017, was made possible almost entirely by the
contraction in food prices. This is particularly sig-
nificant because the statistical base effect was low
in July. That is, food inflation in July 2024 was it-
selfat a 13-month low. A contraction in prices this
July over that figure implies a real reduction in
prices rather than a statistical anomaly. The con-
sensus among economists is that this will conti-
nue due to improved sowing, a good monsoon,
and a favourable base effect as inflation had
surged again in the latter half of last year. The oth-
er positive was that core inflation, which removes
the effect of fuel and food, fell to 4.1%, which is
the RBI's target. On balance, the outlook for infla-
tion looks good, especially due to the monsoon’s
progress. There is some risk, especially if India
decides to switch away from Russian oil and opts
for the somewhat more expensive Gulf oil. But
this is unlikely given the government’s assertions
that it will prioritise India’s interests. In any case,
the Trump-Putin meet could potentially render
the latest tariff obstacles inconsequential.

The RBI expects inflation to pick up only from
January 2026. But there is no time for complacen-
cy. While India is far from being in a persistent
low-inflation, low-growth stagnation, it is staring
at a growth slowdown. The latest growth in the
Index of Industrial Production was at a 10-month
low, with capital and consumer goods activity
anaemic. Growth in GST revenue slowed to sin-
gle-digits in June and July. The contraction in
gross direct tax collections this financial year is
also concerning. Car sales to dealers dropped to
an 18-month low in June. UPI transactions, touted
in the past as a sign of buoyant economic activity,
fell as compared to the previous month thrice so
far in 2025. The RBI has retained its forecast of
6.5% growth this financial year, which looks opti-
mistic. Even if the U.S.’s additional 25% tariffs are
removed, the initial 25% will themselves likely re-
duce India’s growth by 0.2 percentage points. In-
dia’s growth is not robust enough for it to be blasé
about such a loss. Structural problems remain,
demand is still weak, and a temporary dip in in-
flation is in itself not going to help much.

Limited gains

e GRSIEY

. A temporary blip in inflation will help, but not by much.

S ¥ SRy FRTae Hag ¥, dfds Sarer gt |

Inflation and Growth Outlook

garewifa ik faer ufteza

. From having to deal with an inflation level higher than the
RBI’s comfort band of 2%-6% just two years ago, the government is
now in the relatively more comfortable space of inflation coming in
lower than that band.

$Had gl 9 Ugd dP RBI & 2%-6% &b RTHGTA® RN I 31few
W G & 9E, 3d WDHR D Hfed RIS fRufd
7 § ifeh JErRwmifd SU TR W SHE TS B

. July’s retail inflation of 1.55%, the lowest since June 2017,
was made possible almost entirely by the contraction in food prices.
TS P} Gl GERBIA 1.55%, Sl S 2017 & lc, Ja& HH g,
T I ORE U W il § IR1GC & HRUT IHT 53

. This is particularly significant because the statistical base
effect was low in July.

Ig foRIY U § Hedqui ¢ it JaTs & AP TUR YUTd HH
Y|
. That is, food inflation in July 2024 was itself at a 13-month

low.
I JaATg 2024 T QT GERWITd U8d &1 13 U8 & fad ®R | 2|
. A contraction in prices this July over that figure implies a real

reduction i_n pricgs. rather.than a statisti.cal anomaly. ]
Y Jdls | Hidl | 39 3fihs Bt ga- § R1ae &1 qdad § Sl
# ardfa® &, 7 {6 Saa giferera =TTl

. The consensus among economists is that this will continue
due to improved sowing, a good monsoon, and a favourable base

effect as inflation had surged again in the latter half of last year.

it & ola gl [ Ig Ugfl dgar gaMs, o/ A iR

SR

YHTT & HRU SR 3370, i s adf & Iwre & gerwifa ik @ og 715 i

o The other positive was that core inflation, which removes the effect of fuel and food,
fell to 4.1%, which is the RBI’s target.

TH 3R IHRIAD U T8 U1 foh ST 3R W &1 gl AT TS DR R i
4.1% TR 31 TS, S RBI &1 A&T ¢ |
e On balance, the outlook for inflation looks good, especially due to the monsoon’s

progress.

$d AR, YA P NI & HRU GERBIS &1 uRe T i@ w8 |

o There is some risk, especially if India decides to switch away from Russian oil and
opts for the somewhat more expensive Gulf oil.

$3 SNAA g, WA afe HRA Tt dd I gear 3UeHd Hell Teh ad &1 994

AT g |
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But this is unlikely given the government’s assertions that it will prioritise India’s
interests.

é@w%sﬂaﬁﬁé@ﬁ@ﬁﬁa@w%%ﬁﬁmﬁlﬁﬁ, g HUTaHT
HHGBI

In any case, the Trump-Putin meet could potentially render the latest tariff
obstacles inconsequential.

foreht oft fRufa &, u-qfomt genera giferan Y[ anemait & Agae = & Iavel o |

Economic Risks and Growth Concerns

3t Sifew ok faera et fRiarg

The RBI expects inflation to pick up only from January 2026.
RBI &1 I1C B {6 Jermifa Paa s-adt 2026 T & 97
But there is no time for complacency.

QA STeTEay & fad H1g w9 =761 8

While India is far from being in a persistent low-inflation, low-growth stagnation,
it is staring at a growth slowdown.

Safds HRd TR $H GERId 3R $1 fapRT sgved o RN I R 5, T8 Th
e Wt &1 9T R @R

The latest growth in the Index of Industrial Production was at a 10-month low,
with capital and consumer goods activity anaemic.

MeNFIe ITe YaSi® 1 g 3G 10 A8 & FEd TR R 41, iR yeit 9
SUHTIT aeg il Dt AfAfAT HHoIR A

Growth in GST revenue slowed to single-digits in June and July.

S 3R JeTs # GST I ! i Tha 3l # Rfe TS|

The contraction in gross direct tax collections this financial year is also concerning.
39 facia 9y & aod Ueael S 698 § fAR1ae it fRides g

Car sales to dealers dropped to an 18-month low in June.

A & SIeR! &1 HR foh! 18 HIE & frad WX W S TS|

UPI transactions, touted in the past as a sign of buoyant economic activity, fell as
compared to the previous month thrice so far in 2025.

UPI @-cH, o uga Aoted ofie Tifafafy &1 Tasd T ST 4T, 2025 H 3@ b oA
IR fUwd HeH &1 gamT § uc|

The RBI has retained its forecast of 6.5% growth this financial year, which looks
optimistic.

RBI 3 39 fadia a¥f & forw 6.5% fABRY &7 3/0AT 3FHM §F1E @1 8, S SM=Taret
UG

Even if the U.S.’s additional 25% tariffs are removed, the initial 25% will
themselves likely reduce India’s growth by 0.2 percentage points.

Yol g1 srRveT & sifafvad 25% Yoo 5T fdt WY, IR 25% &1 HRd Bt i I
0.2 UfA=Td 3@ d% 9T Uhdl |

India’s growth is not robust enough for it to be blasé about such a loss.

YR D! Ik Za-11 AOIgd o1 ¢ [ a8 T JHUM Bl bR URaTe 3§ T |

Structural problems remain, demand is still weak, and a temporary dip in inflation is
in itself not going to help much.

TRAIHS THTE &1 88 &, A7 ot oft FroiRk €, ofR garwifa o sreurd fiRtae
U 3TY H STeT HEGGTR T8l gl
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how wars are fought during the second

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict (2020): the
increasingly integral role that drones play. For
India and Pakistan, Operation Sindoor (May 7-10)
cemented this shift, as unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) and unmanned combat aerial vehicles
(UCAVs) moved from serving purely
reconnaissance needs to becoming instrumental
for precision strikes.

T he world first noticed a massive shift in

An exercise of modernisation
In the aftermath of the clashes, India is trying to
upgrade and modernise its military. In 2024,
India finalised an order for 31 MQ-9B Reapers
from the United States, including SkyGuardian
and SeaGuardian models. These aircraft will
supplement India’s need for maritime domain
awareness and reinforce the strategic partnership
between the countries. Still, this partially
addresses just one of the needs of a country with
its varied terrains and multiple contested
borders. Given its vast border territories with
Pakistan and China in high-altitude regions, India
requires systems that are capable of high-altitude
surveillance — larger fixed-wing long-range
systems that can deliver significant payloads
during precision strikes, and smaller,
cost-effective systems for precision strikes.
Currently, the unmanned platforms that India
has in operation address only some of these
requirements. Israeli systems such as the
relatively older Harop loitering munition and the
medium-altitude long-range Heron are useful for
aerial strikes and surveillance, respectively. But
they are not the most advanced systems on the
market. Apart from these, India largely operated
legacy systems that were imported prior to the
last decade and some indigenous models.
Despite the long defence relationship between
the two countries, as India seeks to procure
state-of-the-art drones, it no longer makes sense
for it to look largely to the U.S. for outright

Adva Madhavan

is Research Analyst,
The Takshashila
Institution

With unmanned
aerial vehicles
becoming
crucial for
precision strikes,
India can benefit
from filling the
space in the
Indo-Pacific
drone market

purchases. There is likely to be a shift where the
U.S. becomes more important for components
such as power plants and electronic payloads.
Conversations about leading unmanned aerial
systems invariably come back to the U.S., China,
Tiirkiye, and Israel. However, recent reports
question whether American drones are good
enough even to meet their domestic demands, let
alone dominate the export market.

A New York Times article, written by an
observer of exercises with U.S. drone companies,
revealed the growing gap between American
systems and those made by Russia and China.
Congruent with these concerns, the ‘US Drone
Dominance’ executive order was rolled out with
massive plans for American drone production. A
CNAS report finds that the U.S’s adherence to the
Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) has
resulted in it falling far behind China and Tiirkiye
in the UAV export market, making up only 8% of
the market as of the end of 2023. Although recent
and upcoming reforms to the MTCR will allow the
U.S. to tap into the export market more, it already
lags behind.

Today, India finds itself trying to fill these gaps
in its arsenal through imports, joint ventures and
domestic production, largely relying on Israel and
European countries. Given the state of its ties
with both China and Tiirkiye at the moment,
India is unlikely to rely on either country for
critical defence technologies. As it attempts to
further its own interests, India should also
leverage its technological advancements to
become a supplier of fixed-wing UAVs for the
broader Indo-Pacific region.

The China factor

A number of countries, including Vietnam, the
Philippines, Taiwan, South Korea and Japan have
relations with China that can only be described as
strained at best. Maritime Domain Awareness is
essential for these countries to monitor and
counter China’s use of ‘gray-zone’ warfare, using

agents such as their coast guard and maritime
militia, to enforce disputed territorial claims. Th
also enables them to protect their sovereignty
and safeguard vital economic interests, such as
fisheries and energy exploration, from constant
encroachment.

Israel finds itself otherwise preoccupied with
its long and drawn-out conflict in West Asia, and
is unlikely to be a reliable supplier to the region.
With the U.S. struggling to remain in the race,
Tiirkiye is the primary option for procuring
high-performance and cost-effective systems.
Given that India and Tiirkiye find themselves in :
fairly adversarial relationship, it is in India’s
interest to prevent Tiirkiye from expanding its
sphere of influence through drone diplomacy.

Many countries in the Indo-Pacific also share
similar geographies with India, and,
consequently, a pressing need for systems
tailored to maritime domain awareness and
high-altitude border patrol. If India were to
develop systems to suit its own needs, they woul
also suit the strategic requirements of its
not-so-distant neighbours.

A contested space

The U.S.-shaped vacuum in the drone market
within the Indo-Pacific, is becoming a highly
contested space that India would benefit from
filling. Not only would it boost trade and
influence with a host of countries but it would
also fulfil the country’s own strategic needs.
Despite being held back by bureaucratic red tap¢
and a public sector dominated defence sector, it
would benefit India to capitalise on its existing
ties with Israel and utilise its learnings from join!
production ventures to better its domestic UAV
ecosystem. Beyond just producing everything
domestically, technology-sharing regimes with
like-minded countries in the Indo-Pacific would
further mutual interests and foster trust-based
relationships in a region that is becoming
increasingly polarised.

A war game-changer in a battle for influence in Asia

[T ¥ YU Bt d13 3 U gG-URdd®

The Changing Role of Drones

e The world first noticed a massive shift in how wars are fought during the second

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict (2020): the increasingly integral role that drones play.

g1 - U5l 9R I8 ¢l fob g 9+ & ol | faA=ITel SgaTd 3§, gev
HUERE TIY (2020) F TRMA: TG S $1 YfIPT AR He@qul g1 o &1 2
o ForIndia and Pakistan, Operation Sindoor (May 7-10) cemented this shift, as
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and unmanned combat aerial vehicles
(UCAVs) moved from serving purely reconnaissance needs to becoming
instrumental for precision strikes.

U 3R Tl & o, TR RigR (7-10 T5) 7 39 aalrd 1 Hofad oy,

Fiifr 3FHS TRYUH P (UAVs) 3R 3FHS

PIrdc TRYHA FHd (UCAVs) Had

TAEUT B TRl B R A I Tehx AP gaal § Agaqul YHeT Fym & |

An Exercise of Modernisation

SMYFABIHIT BT 3R
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o In the aftermath of the clashes, India is trying to upgrade and modernise its
military.
FSUl & STe, R U= A1 BT Id 3R YfId s P SR H2 w1
e In 2024, India finalized an order for 31 MQ-9B Reapers from the United States,
including SkyGuardian and SeaGuardian models.

2024 T, YR - Igad ¥4 SARGT I 31 MQ-9B Hu &7 3ifex sifqw =u faar,
R TpTETEE ik Wmi¥ae atew i 2

e These aircraft will supplement India’s need for maritime domain awareness and
reinforce the strategic partnership between the countries.

3 faAM YR B TS & SRSl &1 oRexd B! I P 3R 2 & o
JUHIfa® AR &I Aegd S|

o Sitill, this partially addresses just one of the needs of a country with its varied
terrains and multiple contested borders.

R 1, I% Had I < B Udh oRevd Bl HRIH =4 I T 1 &, foraat fafay
YT IR B¢ Ryarfea g 21

e Given its vast border territories with Pakistan and China in high-altitude regions,
India requires systems capable of high-altitude surveillance — larger fixed-wing
long-range systems that can deliver significant payloads during precision strikes,
and smaller, cost-effective systems for precision strikes.

UTferdT™ SR F & 91 3o ST ara &3 § 3o+ fa=me Jm &3 &1 ¢ad gt
YRA &I I& TS a1 IR Hed Rieq 31 smaxasdl § — ¢ e -fd @dt
<& ara Ryvew o e gaal & SR Heayul Ieis & ¥, 3R B, aRTd-$ara
Riew wdie gwal & foru

e Currently, the unmanned platforms that India has in operation address only some of
these requirements.
AT H, HRd & I Sl SFTHS WEWIH &, d Had 31 aaHhdIe] & 6 6wl ol
R R ¢ |

¢ Israeli systems such as the relatively older Harop loitering munition and the
medium-altitude long-range Heron are useful for aerial strikes and surveillance,
respectively.
SIRTSA ke SN % seerd R SR Jefiv | 3iR aeaw ST adl gt
Tl AT HURT: 91g FHE! SR R & fore Iwaitt €

e But they are not the most advanced systems on the market.
Qe 9 SR H WeY 39d Ried T8l & |

e Apart from these, India largely operated legacy systems that were imported prior to
the last decade and some indigenous models.
P AT, URA 7 §&7 ¥U I R Ry Iarord o o fUsd a3 3 ugd s
fhT TN & 3R FE Wl uisd|

o Despite the long defence relationship between the two countries, as India seeks to
procure state-of-the-art drones, it no longer makes sense for it to look largely to the
U.S. for outright purchases.
G <= & o Ao I&T HEHY & Fravlg, 9d HRA ATy S TRig- & IR
%%@T% @ 31F 3 T ©U 4 A8 TR & e smfvet o ok o1 et

I

e There is likely to be a shift where the U.S. becomes more important for

components such as power plants and electronic payloads

U1 SEad 819 1 GyTaT 7, Forad srif¥ert urar wiie iR saee e tels o
gedh! o fad 31fed Hg@yul a9 Se|

o Conversations about leading unmanned aerial systems invariably come back to the
U.S., China, Tiirkiye, and Israel.
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e However, recent reports question whether American drones are good enough
even to meet their domestic demands, let alone dominate the export market.

gTaTifap, gTferar RO1E waret It & for aam st 319 vafe o & Ui as fob
3T B /T 1 I B & o, Frafd aeiR W et e Bt ad Al ois & S

e A New York Times article, written by an observer of exercises with U.S. drone
companies, revealed the growing gap between American systems and those
made by Russia and China.

i TgF $T U O, Ol SARD! S HUMHTl & 3G BT Tdaerd oT, 7 it
Riew ok ¥4 3k 91 gR1 591¢ ¢ Rved & &9 ged 3iav &1 SR |

e Congruent with these concerns, the ‘US Drone Dominance’ executive order was
rolled out with massive plans for Amerlcan drone production.

2 Riareft & Sy, YU S ST FRIGRT M g8 TAM W 3mf®t g9
JATEH B! A1 & 1 AR fobam |

e A CNAS report finds that the U.S.’s adherence to the Missile Technology Control
Regime (MTCR) has resulted in it falling far behind China and Tiirkiye in the UAV
export market, making up only 8% of the market as of the end of 2023.

T% CNAS R Tardt § for frarger eatare data Yolld (MTCR) & Ufd Rl
e A 39 VAV frafa semr o 99 oii gl © aga fis i fear 8, s 2023 & ofa
% Had 8% TSR ST 5 |

e Although recent and upcoming reforms to the MTCR will allow the U.S. to tap into
the export market more, it already lags behind.

el MTCR & g1 3R 3T a1al guR SrifkerT @Y frafd s & sifire waw
H B 3T T, T8 Ugd &l Y |

o Today, India finds itself trying to fill these gaps in its arsenal through imports,
joint ventures and domestic production, largely relying on Israel and European
countries.

3TN, IRE 3 S(aTal DI U BT BRI 3 T8T § 31U IANR T 3T, g
IYH 3R WY ITe & A1 ¥, T ¥U J 3RS 3R T =i R ARk g1

e Given the state of its ties with both China and Tiirkiye at the moment, India is

unlikely to rely on either country for critical defence technologies.

A H T4 SR gl o 1Y 3 Taelt ot FRURY Bl T gU, HRA WHTEAT 781 © fb
foreit 1t <=1 IR gyt & ae-ie o forg Rk 8|

o As it attempts to further its own interests, India should also leverage its
technological advancements to become a supplier of fixed-wing UAVs for the
broader Indo-Pacific region.

Ut T T S BT M I B T H, HRA BT 30 MR faer &1
mewﬁwgﬁﬁmaﬁsmmﬁﬂumsw

3MYfeiddl & b |

www.patrioticias.in
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Ration at your doorstep

Schemes such as Thaywnanavar Thittam are crucial in providing food security

[ STATE OF PLAY ‘

T. Ramakrishnan

ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in

n August 12, Tamil Na-
0 du Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin launched

Thayumanavar Thittam, a
scheme to provide ration pro-
ducts at the doorsteps of se-
nior citizens and persons with
disabilities. This scheme,
which when translated means
‘one who shows motherly af-
fection’, is not new for Tamil
Nadu, conceptually or in prac-
tice. But what makes it diffe-
rent from similar schemes im-
plemented in the past is its
reach. Thayumanavar Thit-
tam, at a cost of cost of ¥30.16
crore, is set to benefit about
20.4 lakh senior citizens and
1.3 lakh persons with disabili-
ties across the State. In early
July, the authorities conduct-
ed a trial run of the scheme in
10 districts,
Chennai.

Tamil Nadu is perhaps the
only State to follow a universal
public distribution system
(PDS) instead of a targeted
PDS. Unlike in many other
States, where licences are is-
sued to private dealers to run
fair price shops, cooperative
societies in Tamil Nadu man-
age the affairs of nearly 95% of
the shops (as against the na-
tional average of over 20%). Of
about 37,330 shops in the
southern State, more than
35,000 shops are handled by
cooperative societies.

Tamil Nadu has also esta-
blished 2,495 mobile fair price
shops to ensure access to es-
sential commodities for peo-
ple in remote, hilly, and geo-
graphically challenging areas.
Five years ago, during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the then
AIADMK regime also opened
seven such shops and named
them after former Chief Minis-

including

Tamil Nadu

ter Jayalalithaa.

Other States have been im-
plementing schemes similar
to Thayumanavar Thittam for
some time. Under the Oppom
scheme in Kerala, auto rick-
shaw drivers deliver essential
commodities at the doorsteps
of people who cannot visit
PDS shops to collect their sup-
plies due to old age, illnesses,
or other issues. In Karnataka,
the Anna Suvidha scheme be-
nefits those aged over 75. Pun-
jab is also implementing its
own variant of the concept.

In Delhi and Andhra Pra-
desh, the execution of similar
schemes ran into problems.
The scheme in Delhi never
took off when the Aam Aadmi
Party was in power. In Andhra
Pradesh, regime change
proved to be the obstacle: the
Telugu Desam Party-led go-
vernment reversed the pre-
vious YSR Congress Party go-
vernment’s practice  of
supplying essential commodi-
ties through mobile dispens-
ing units for all beneficiaries.
In the revised scheme, door
delivery of commodities has
been restricted to about 16
lakh PDS beneficiaries who
are aged above 65 years or are
physically challenged.

Nevertheless, the idea has
clearly been gaining currency.
This is why it is strange that
the Union government told
the Lok Sabha early this
month that “there is no provi-
sion under the [National Food
Security] Act for delivery of
foodgrains at the doorstep of

beneficiaries” What should
have been stated is that Sec-
tion 32 (1) of the Act says that
the law does “not preclude the
Central government or the
State government from conti-
nuing or formulating other
food-based welfare schemes.”

The DMK regime’s initiative
was appreciated by Desiya
Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam
(DMDK) general secretary Pre-
malatha Vijayakant, who is
not an ally of the ruling party.
Describing the launch of the
scheme as a “victory” for
DMDK founder Vijayakant and
the party, she recalled how Vi-
jayakant had promised elec-
tors during the 2006 Assemb-
ly polls that his party would
deliver commodities to benefi-
ciaries if brought to power. His
idea had been ridiculed then,
she said. The DMDK general
secretary was, however,
guarded about her party’s po-
sition on forming an alliance
with the DMK for the 2026 As-
sembly elections and clarified
that the decision would be ta-
ken at the party’s meet in Cud-
dalore in January.

Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK) general se-
cretary T.T'V. Dhinakaran criti-
cised the scheme, contending
that it had been implemented
keeping the Assembly elec-
tions in mind. He also remind-
ed the government that it had
not implemented the DMK’s
electoral promise of increas-
ing the quantity of sugar and
including urad dal once again
under the PDS.

Notwithstanding the criti-
cism, Mr. Stalin seems to be
conscious of the fact that it is
officials in charge who deter-
mine the success of any
scheme. This was evident
when he pointedly sought
their cooperation. Without
the right approach from them,
schemes such as this may fail
to ensure food security to
lakhs of beneficiaries.

TISHI3N § 31elTT B dTell o1 35! Ug B

e Thayumanavar Thittam, at a cost of ¥30.16 crore, is set to benefit about 20.4 lakh
senior citizens and 1.3 lakh persons with disabilities across the State.

30.16 HIS P! ANTA dlcl YTGATATGR forad AoHT QY T § 4T 20.4 919 ARy
AR 3R 1.3 AR AT safeaal & arH ugamh |

Ration at your
doorstep

3Ty S¥aTS! R IR

. Schemes such as
Thayumanavar Thittam are
crucial in providing food security.

YTPATTER fomrw St gt
gmgv&nqaﬁmﬁﬁnsacpf
|

Thayumanavar Thittam

YTgHHTER foad

o On August 12, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
launched Thayumanavar Thittam,
a scheme to provide ration
products at the doorsteps of
senior citizens and persons with
disabilities.

. This scheme, which when
translated means ‘one who
shows motherly affection’, is
not new for Tamil Nadu,
conceptually or in practice.

g qI\SHI I\SN-IOhI 31'10IIQ
ATIEY O @ arar aar g,
GIERRIREE AN CEIRYIR]
AER | s el g

o But what makes it
different from similar schemes
implemented in the past is its
reach.

difb 39 3iditd T AR I
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e In early July, the authorities conducted a trial run of the scheme in 10 districts,
including Chennai.
TqATs DI LoaTd 1, ATABIGT = 998 Tfed 10 forett & Fiomn &1 wigror gam|

e Tamil Nadu is perhaps the only State to follow a universal public distribution
system (PDS) instead of a targeted PDS.
TG XMAS THAE I § Sl aferd fidew & sog qrdifie ardwfe faavor
YUITelt (PDS) 3UATGT B

e Unlike in many other States, where licences are issued to private dealers to run fair
price shops, cooperative societies in Tamil Nadu manage the affairs of nearly 95%
of the shops (as against the national average of over 20%).
B3 3 I & [quia, S5t IR Tea B gl o Ia & forg i Sterl &t
ARG IR T S €, aferg & At affifedt aT 95% g & UeYE SRl
¥ (RTST 3 20% @ ifi & HHIEa)|

e Of about 37,330 shops in the southern State, more than 35,000 shops are handled
by cooperative societies.
aferoft o9 | T YT 37,330 ST A W, 35,000 H 31 g TEHRI QiHcrl GRT
i ) e §

« Tamil Nadu has also established 2,495 mobile fair price shops to ensure access to
essential commodities for people in remote, hilly, and geographically challenging
areas.

Hﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁ?, TETS! 3R HFiferes U 9§ gyl & & Sa=aes axgell &1 ugd

IFfyd B & A 2,495 Hiarga Ifua gea ot g™ oft =ifda 31 )

e Five years ago, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the then AIADMK regime also
opened seven such shops and named them after former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa.

5 AT Ugd, HIAS-19 HFHRT & GRM, ThIe AIADMK IRBR = U 1 ghH
Tt SR IHT AT G4 GRIHAT Sraeterdr & =19 TR 97|

e Other States have been implementing schemes similar to Thayumanavar Thittam for
some time.
3 A0 B JHY ¥ YTGATTER o Sft Aeimg ang a1 38 §

¢ Under the Oppom scheme in Kerala, auto rickshaw drivers deliver essential
commodities at the doorsteps of people who cannot visit PDS shops due to old age,
illnesses, or other issues.

A H S T & ded, fel = arad 37 AN & axars IR TaRa® axy
UgITd & ST gerd, el a1 o RN ¥ Ny gaH! W g o god |

e In Karnataka, the Anna Suvidha scheme benefits those aged over 75.
PAled T AT JIAYUT IS BT 1Y 75 98 § 1w 3G a1l ! Had g

e Punjab is also implementing its own variant of the concept.
UoTe o 39 SR &1 MWE’I‘IWQ@T%I

¢ In Delhi and Andhra Pradesh, the execution of similar schemes ran into problems.
faeeht oiR srisr we=r & ToE AomsT & forarae H T oS |

e The scheme in Delhi never took off when the Aam Aadmi Party was in power.
feeeht & T Jio 99 Y& 81 151 B TS ofd SiTH SiTeHT urdf I F ot

e In Andhra Pradesh, regime change proved to be the obstacle: the Telugu Desam
Party-led government reversed the previous YSR Congress Party government’s
practice of supplying essential commodities through mobile dispensing units for all
beneficiaries.
SATY WSRT &, T URad= S1eT Wifad g3 da] ¢’ UTel & g arell IRDR o it
YT 1 AT e fAaRur se1sal & HIeH ¥ SHawad gy Suas R &I Usal
IS TSR HIUY YT IRBHR Bt YY1 B e

e In the revised scheme, door delivery of commodities has been restricted to about 16
lakh PDS beneficiaries who are aged above 65 years or are physically
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challenged.

RN Ao H, axgsil 1 gearst UR fEadiast sraat Ty 16 aRg WSted arutiiay
I T o 712 7, 5 65 a9 A iR 3y & & A1 MRS = A fawai 5|

Reception and Criticism of Thayumanavar Thittam

YrgHTETaR fod &Y wfafsear iv sreesn

Nevertheless, the idea has clearly been gaining currency.

i 1ff, 39 foaR 31 Wy wu ¥ Wiefd 9 W 2|

This is why it is strange that the Union government told the Lok Sabha early this
month that “there is no provision under the [National Food Security] Act for delivery of
foodgrains at the doorstep of beneficiaries.”

T HRUT ¢ {3 Ig 3folla § 1 39 I &1 YoorTd & Fg TRBR 7 ANbTYUT &! TR
fob ISt e GRa SifRfAae & dgd ATl & aRarel WR SIS Ugd &1 His
IR T8l 5

What should have been stated is that Section 32 (1) of the Act says that the law does
“not preclude the Central government or the State government from continuing or
formulating other food-based welfare schemes.”

S e Ao T T, 98 U8 & % sififam &t 4T 32 (1) Fedl 6 o “Pg WPR
1 I TRHR DI 3T WII-TUIRT HEaT107 SIS Bl SART I@H T IR HIA
Jrar T 817

The DMK regime’s initiative was appreciated by Desiya Murpokku Dravida
Kazhagam (DMDK) general secretary Premalatha Vijayakant, who is not an ally of
the ruling party.

SIS PR S Ugd &I WIS ¢RI RUIFP &fds HSTH (DMDK) ! HgNIad
YeyerdT fasraeia 3 @, Sl T g Bl gearh T8l 8|

Describing the launch of the scheme as a “victory” for DMDK founder Vijayakant and
the party, she recalled how Vijayakant had promised electors during the 2006
Assembly polls that his party would deliver commodities to beneficiaries if brought
to power.

IS &1 YB3 B DMDK TITI fasraepia sk urdf & for “fasrar /drd g, I35
1S ot fob 2006 TAUTTHHT FHATET & R fstaeic 5 Hagrdrsi J aret fbar ot fe
D! TSt T H 3 UR ArHIRiE & avqe ug e

His idea had been ridiculed then, she said.

11 faaR dd Wl ST IT T, 351 Hal|

The DMDK general secretary was, however, guarded about her party’s position on
forming an alliance with the DMK for the 2026 Assembly elections and clarified
that the decision would be taken at the party’s meet in Cuddalore in January.

DMDK Hgad H, gTdiifds, Araer=t sReil 3R Wy foha o 2026 faum==aur g=mal &
o EieHs & 1Y gy TR Uit o1 ol St} A deek | urdf sow | for

SITET |

Amma Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam (AMMK) general secretary T.T.V. Dhinakaran
criticised the scheme, contending that it had been implemented keeping the
Assembly elections in mind.

ST HGH A AT HSTH (AMMK) F qgrrea dl.d.d. foFme== = 39 aiom &t
ST BT, T8 Hed gu 1 9 U= yT gaTal &1 oo & @ an] fasar T g
He also reminded the government that it had not implemented the DMK's electoral
promise of increasing the quantity of sugar and including urad dal once again under
the PDS.

IBi- WMBHR 1 I8 it 1e feamn i 3T DMK & AT a1¢ &1 ar] el foan g, o
N Bt AT ST 3R PDS H I8¢ <A B b I UTTHS BT XM AT
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o Notwithstanding the criticism, Mr. Stalin seems to be conscious of the fact that it is
officials in charge who determine the success of any scheme.

STavie, 4 T 39 T ¥ I Udid 8id § {3 fopdt +ft aerr it

mwﬁuﬁwmﬂﬂmaﬂﬁ%l

e This was evident when he pointedly sought their cooperation.
g WY 3T Td 351 AR Y H 3! AgART ! A1 Bl |

e Without the right approach from them, schemes such as this may fail to ensure food
security to lakhs of beneficiaries.
I SfId B0 & fomT, Tt Froe amat emuniRia & fore w@mer JRem giAfda
o o fawd 8wt €

U.S., not India, is ‘tarift

king’, says Amul MD

‘While India maintained a uniform 30% import duty on all dairy items,

the UsS. imposed a steeper 40-75% on products like ghee, butter, cheese’

Abhinay Deshpande
ANAND

he United States is

the real ‘tariff

king’, at least in the
dairy business, despite U.S.
President Donald Trump
labelling India as one, said
Jayen Mehta, MD of the
Gujarat Co-operative Milk
Marketing Federation Ltd.
(GCMMF), which markets
the Amul brand.

Mr. Mehta added that
the new U.S. tariffs would
not affect Amul’s overseas
sales, as demand from the
Indian diaspora and even
locals remained strong.

In a freewheeling con-
versation with The
Hindu in Gujarat’s Anand,
the brand’s headquarters,
Mr. Mehta said that while
India maintained a un-
iform 30% import duty on
all dairy products, the U.S.
imposed much steeper ta-
riffs ranging from 40-75%
on items like ghee, butter,
cheese, flavoured milk,
cream, and shrikhand.

“Amul has been export-
ing to the U.S. since 1998.
Unlike India, the U.S. im-
poses varying import du-
ties on different dairy pro-
ducts. But, unfortunately,
we are projected as a high-
duty country, whereas the
actual tariff king is the Un-
ited States, at least in the
dairy business,” he said.

“Before August 1, the
U.S. charged nearly 50%
import duty on ghee and
butter, 40% on cheese, 61%
on flavoured milk pro-
ducts, 40% on cream, and

Dalry diary: The new tariffs won’t affect Amul’s overseas sales as
demand from Indian diaspora and locals is strong, says Mehta. pTi

75% on shrikhand,” he
said. He said milk was the
“largest agricultural crop
in India,” with over 10
crore families dependent
on it for their livelihood,
and that the value of milk
output in the country ex-
ceeded that of wheat, pad-
dy, and oilseeds combined.

When asked about the
U.S. market’s response to
Amul milk, introduced in
May last year, Mr. Mehta
said that in addition to the
Indian diaspora, the main-
stream market had also ac-
cepted the product, and
now the milk was being
sold in more than 35 States
in the U.S.

“And it’s not just Indian
grocery stores buying it;
even mainstream retailers
like Costco are also stock-
ing it. For the first time in
history, the U.S. is consum-
ing 6% fat milk [compared
with the usual 3%].”

Mr. Mehta said that
Amul is present in 40
countries and had entered

Portugal and Spain in June,
and by the end of August,
or latest by September, it
would be in Switzerland,
Germany, and France.

“Historically, we have
not had a presence in Eu-
rope, so this marks our
first entry into the
continent.”

“We have four major fo-
reign markets: the Middle
East, with an office in Du-
bai; South-East Asia; Japan,
where our business is
growing significantly; and
of course, the United
States,” he said.

Asked whether there
was any possibility of an
IPO, Mr. Mehta said it
would never happen.

“As a cooperative, our
purpose is the opposite of
what drives listed compa-
nies.... We’re owned by
farmers, so we have to
keep them happy as they
are our shareholders. If we
went public, the pressure
would be to show higher
profits,” he added.

U.S., not India, is ‘tariff
king’, says Amul MD

<R fHr, srge Taedt &1
G i

. The United States is the real
‘tariff king’, at least in the dairy
business, despite U.S. President
Donald Trump labelling India as
one, said Jayen Mehta, MD of the
Gujarat Co-operative Milk
Marketing Federation Ltd.
(GCMMF), which markets the Amul
brand.

T I ST Sraelt @R
fr 3, su A sU ST yaaa A,
wafes sAfvet wgufa Sires ¢u 3
YIRd Y THT HgT T, T m g

ffies (GCMMF) @1, St 3rd §is
31 fauuE HRar 2|

. Mr. Mehta added that the new
U.S. tariffs would not affect Amul’s
overseas sales, as demand from the
Indian diaspora and even locals
remained strong.

ot Tgdl 3 FgT [ -4 SRkt eRw

3Td ) fage H faspt Y maifad =1e

gyﬁ?aﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬂwaﬁﬁ
In a freewheeling conversation

with The Hindu in Gujarat's Anand, the
brand’s headquarters, Mr. Mehta said
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that while India maintained a uniform 30% import duty on all dairy products, the
U.S. imposed much steeper tariffs ranging from 40-75% on items like ghee,
butter, cheese, flavoured milk, cream, and shrikhand.
ToRTd & 3MTUig § §ifs & e | & fég § Sradid & ot fgar - $el fos oigt URd
Tt 3 ISl WR 30% HHT ST Y[eh §IE W1 &, o SR A Ht, Aea,
gﬁv, waS e, B9 3R FRs S I IR 40% | 75% aF ST Rw Y
I
“‘Amul has been exporting to the U.S. since 1998. Unlike India, the U.S. imposes
varying import duties on different dairy products. But, unfortunately, we are projected
as a high-duty country, whereas the actual tariff king is the United States, at least in
the dairy business,” he said.

“3E 1998 I AT B Fafd o 38T 8| URd & faudta, sk fafid St Sare!
TR S{TT-3{ET ST Y[edh I ¢ | Afch, U 3, B8 Soa-eh aTell =T Sl STl
&, Safds 3relt R b1 ot 8, 70 9 &1 S8 Iaura |, I FeTl
“Before August 1, the U.S. charged nearly 50% import duty on ghee and butter,
40% on cheese, 61% on flavoured milk products, 40% on cream, and 75% on
shrikhand,” he said.

“1 AT 3§ Ugd, 3R Ht 3R HaRaT WR TIHIT 50% ST e, THR TR 40%,
RIGS Hedh TG TR 61%, HIH TR 40%, 3R SIS TR 75% e ddl UT,” I5i- BT
He said milk was the “largest agricultural crop in India,” with over 10 crore families
dependent on it for their livelihood, and that the value of milk output in the country
exceeded that of wheat, paddy, and oilseeds combined.

I Fel fob g “URA T I8 8! Y B 7, o W 10 #R15 A e ufar
3Ot SHTifaeT & fag f1R §, 3iR =1 & g8 Sdte &1 ¢4 g, 9T 3R faagT &
Y qeu 3 ot 3ifties §

When asked about the U.S. market’'s response to Amul milk, introduced in May last
year, Mr. Mehta said that in addition to the Indian diaspora, the mainstream market

had also accepted the product, and now the milk was being sold in more than 35

States in the U.S.

9 3 gY B [Uod Ird 78 § 0% a3 & ale SARS! aoR &1 gfdfhar & IR 3§

U1 T, ot 4t Hgdl A Dgl fob HRTT Fardt TR & Sfeld JBIURT & dolR H 4l 59

gﬂﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmm% 3R 3§ g gY AR & 35 A e Isal o 9971 1 W@
I

“And it’s not just Indian grocery stores buying it; even mainstream retailers like

Costco are also stocking it. For the first time in history, the U.S. is consuming 6% fat

milk [compared with the usual 3%].”

“3IR Fad R BT ©R 8 38 T8l Wi I8; afees Pieed! o TIURT & R
i 38 TP X I3 7| 3fe™ H Ul 9R, SMR®T 6% T arel gy Ul 35T § [Saidh
AR TR 3% 1 ATalT BIell g
Mr. Mehta said that Amul is present in 40 countries and had entered Portugal and
Spain in June, and by the end of August, or latest by September, it would be in
Switzerland, Germany, and France.
ot AgdT A Bl o St 40 I=N H HIGE 3 R I A H ol SR T & Yax]
T uT, 3R AT & 3id a AT JHfUHaH Rider a I8 Racords, wH+ iR wig
T oft grm
“Historically, we have not had a presence in Europe, so this marks our first entry into
the continent.”
;EE‘%WW@, BRI QAU # IURRf 78T 31 @, 39T U weTglu H gHRT ugell

”
“We have four major foreign markets: the Middle East, with an office in Dubai;
South-East Asia; Japan, where our business is growing significantly; and of course,
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the United States,” he said. . . _

TAR TR Y@ ¢ 1ok & wed qd, g gad 4 U drafay ¢, aféor-gd eikmn,
SITUT, S5 SHRT 0a9T d6lt § §¢ 381 &; IR HiYd ¥U 9, Sgad 99 SAReT,”
3I5i- Hall

Asked whether there was any possibility of an IPO, Mr. Mehta said it would never
happen.

9 I8 YBT T foh Smgutant o1 Pis TuraH 7, af off Agar A wal fos ag &t 16t g
“As a cooperative, our purpose is the opposite of what drives listed companies....
We’re owned by farmers, so we have to keep them happy as they are our

shareholders. If we went public, the pressure would be to show higher profits,” he
added.

“THh YeHRI TR & ©U H, gURT 3£ Ydidx HUFal &I URd B arel HRON &
fauRld 8. & el & i@ & &, 39fcY 86 I G 3@ & Hifd d gAR
YRYRF & | 3FR gH Ul 81 T, Y aTd s TATHT foam™ &1 gRm,” 3614 s
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